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In his boyhood days he declared that he was going to have three diplomas; 
he won the first from Bryant & Stratton Business College of Chicago; the second 
from the state university in 1873; and the third upon his admission to the bar. 
He was one of the leading oratorical contestants in the state university. For 
fifty-six years Dr. and Mrs. Kimbrough traveled life's journey together and on 
the 16th of March, 1897, celebrated their golden wedding anniversary, which 
occasion was made a memorable one by the reception tendered them at their 
beautiful home by relatives and friends who gave substantial evidence of their 
esteem and regard in the presentation of magnificent and beautiful gifts. 
Throughout the period of their residence here Dr. and hlrs. Kimbrough occupied 
a prominent social position. They held membership in the Presbyterian church, 
at  Paris, Illinois, the Doctor k ing  identified therewith for fifty years. 

His political allegiance was given to the democracy and at all times he stood 
as a progressive citizen, deeply interested in local progress and the national wet- 
fare, and cooperated in every measure for the public good. He endeared him- 
self greatly to all with whom he came into contact, whether in professional or 
social relations. He was a man of broad humanitarian principles, kindly in 
spirit, charitable in disposition, generous in action, and when, he passed away, 
September 17, 1903, when almost eighty-one years of age, the sorrow expressed 
throughout the entire community was most genuine. He had been a resident of 
Illinois for more than the Psalmist's allotted span of l i f d r e e  score years and 
ten-and throughout that period his life had been actuated by the most honorable 
principles, so that his example remains as one worthy of emulation by all while 
his memory is both an inspiration and a benediction to those who knew him. 

GILBERT E. MYERS. 

Gilbert E. Myers, one of Danville's enterprising citizens, now engaged in 
the feed and grain business at  Nos. 626-628 North Vermilion street, is a native 
of Illinois, born in Pana, October 7, 1871. On the paternal side his ancestors 
were from Germany, but the family was founded in the new world at an early 
day, settling first in Virgina. Later representatives moved to Ohio and from 
that state to Illinois. I t  was in Ohio that our subject's father, Asa E. Myers, 
was born and for many years he was successfully engaged in business as a 
grocery merchant, but is now living retired in Danville, where he has made 
his home since 1882. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Carrie M. 
Murry, was born in Pennsylvania and is of Irish descent. They have become 
the parents of three children, who are still living, namely: Grace, now the wife 
of Homer Blair, a real-estate dealer of Danville; Arthur L., now a sailor on 
the great lakes; and Gilbert E., of this review. 

Being only eleven years of age on the removal of the family to Danville, 
Gilbert E. Myers obtained the greater part of his education in the public schools 
of this city, where he continued his studies until the age of sixteen. For a pe- 
riod of nine years he was employed in various mercantile establishments here 
and for six years was with the firm of King & McCuster in the grocery and 
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commission business. For five years he then engaged in farming, but in 1902 
he established his present business as a dealer in feed and grain at his present 
location. In this venture he met with success and his business now amounts 
to about fourteen thousand dollars annually. 

On the 2d of May, 1893, Mr. Myers was united in rnamage to Miss Lida 
J. Learnard, a daughter of Lester and Hannah Learnard, representatives of 
a very old and prominent family of Danville. This union has been blessed by 
three children: Ruth, born in Danville, June 7, 18gq; Clarence, January 23, 
1898; and Stanley, born September 30, 1900. 

Mr. and Mrs. Myers are both earnest and consistent members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal c h ~ r c h  and he is also connected with the Modern Woodmen of 
America. The republican party finds in him a stanch supporter of its principles, 
but he has never taken a very active part in politics as his business interests 
have claimed his entire time and attention. 

JOHN HART. 

I t  is a recognized fact today that the farming lands of Illinois are among 
the most valuable and productive regions in the entire country, and the farmer 
whose property lies within this rich district may consider himself fortunate. 
This number includes John E. Hart, who, aside from his own farm of eighty 
acres, is operating two hundred and ninety acres of the family estate, in which 
connection he is obtaining most substantial results. 

H e  was born on the farm which is yet his home on the 19th of October, 
1867, a son of Michael and Rosa (Kelly) Hart, natives of Belfast and Con- 
naught, Ireland, respectively. There they were reared, and the father came to 
America in early manhood, landing at New Orleans with but a half crown 
(equivalent to about fifty cents of American money) in his pocket. H e  was 
ambitious and industrious, however, and immediately sought employment 
whereby he might provide for his own livelihood. He wbrked his way on a 
boat up the Mississippi to the Ohio river, and on up the latter stream to Cin- 
cinnati, where he entered the employ of a Mr. Sullivan, the owner of a large 
sawmill. At the end of one month he drew ten dollars of his salary, which he 
sent to his mother in Ireland, together with the half crown which had consti- 
tuted his entire wealth upon his arrival in this country. Later he went to 
Columbus, Ohio, with Mr. Sullivan, where he remained for three yars,  after 
which Mr. Sullivan went to Champaign county, Illinois, about 1852, and pur- 
chased one hundred thousand acres of land in the locality of Broadlands. 

Michael Hart came west with his employer, with whom he severed his con- 
nections, however, upon arriving in Illinois. He stopped in Vermilion county 
and was here engaged by the month as a farm hand by Harvey Sandusky, with 
whom he remained for about eight years, after which he was employed in simi- 
lar capacity by Amos Donovan for two years. H e  was then united in marriage 
to Miss Kelly, who had come to America as a young lady, remaining in Con- 
necticut for a time ere making her way to Vermilion county. After his mar- 
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riage Mr. Hart located upon a fann of forty acres, which he had previously 
purchased, and there took np agricultural pursuits on his own account. His 
place soon showed the results of his well directed efforts and close application, 
and as he prospered he was able to add to his original purchase from time to 
time, until he became the owner of a splendid property of six hundred and 
sixty acres. H e  also had large stock interests, raising a goodly number of cat- 
tle, but he made a specialty of hogs, in which line he was particularly success- 
ful. This formed an important part of his business interests and aided very 
materially in the accumulation of the fortune which came to him as a direct 
and logical result of his ambition and determination. He was democratic in 
his political belief and became a man of large influence in Vermilion county. 
His fellowmen, recognizing his worth and ability, would have honored him 
with important public office, but although he served as a member of the school 
board and other like offices he was not a politician in the sense of office-seeking, 
preferring rather to concentrate his energies upon the conduct of his exten- 
sive private interests. He and his wife were both members of the Catholic 
church, in the faith of which Mr. Hart passed away on the 9th of October, 
1905. His widow still survives and makes her home on a portion of the large 
estate left by her husband. 

Fortunate in having his lines cast amid the wholesome scenes and in the 
healthful atmosphere of rural life, John E. Hart grew to rnanhood surrounded 
by the busy activities of the farm, and in the meantime became familiar with 
those tasks which usually fall to the lot of the country lad. His mental train- 
ing was acquired in the common schools near his home, which he attended 
during the winter months. The father, having firm belief in the truth of the 
old maxim that "In union there is strength," had instituted what might be 
termed a cooperative system, and the sons, on attaining manhood, all remained 
on the old homestead, sharing alike in the work of the farm and in the profits 
accruing therefrom. Thus the interests of one proved the interests of all, and 
whatever lands were purchased became the property of the family. At the 
time of the father's demise each of the sons received a deed for eighty acres 
of land, the mother retaining a life interest in the estate. The remainder of 
the property was equally divided and John E. Hart and his brother James each 
have two hundred and ninety acres to operate in connection with their own 
farms of eighty acres. He gives his entire time and attention to the cultiva- 
tion of this property, and under his wise direction and careful management 
has made of his home place one of the finest improved properties in Jamaica 
township. He has made a thorough study of agriculture in its various 
branches, cultivates those cereals best adapted to soil and climate and employs 
the most modern and up-to-date machinery, and his industry and energy have 
found substantial reward in a most gratifying degree of prosperity. 

It was on the 17th of December, 1890, that Mr. Hart was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Maggie OYConneII, of Vermilion county, and they have become 
the parents of four children, Michael Roy, Daniel Edward, Rosa Alice, and 
John Eldon, all yet at home. The family are communicants of the Catholic 
church, while politically Mr. Hart gives his support to the democracy, believing 
that its principles are best adapted to conserve the welfare of the country. For 
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the past ten years he has served as clerk of the school board, the cause of edu- 
cation finding in him a stanch champion, and in fact all measures which have 
for their object the permanent upbuilding and development of the communi5 
find in him a strong advocate. Industry and progress seem to be the salient 
features in his career and have been potent elements in the acquirement of a 
success which, however, speaks not only in terms of material gain but in the 
regard and high esteem of his fel!owmen. 

WILLIAM CONNOR. 

William Connor is filling the position of plumbing inspector for Vermilion 
county, in which connection he is discharging his duties with commendable 
prompmess and fidelity. He  was born in Danville, January 13, 1875, a son of 
William and Kathryn (Sweeney) Connor. The father came from County Cork, 
Ireland, to the new world when about twenty years of age. He  had acquired 
his education in the schools of his native land and on seeking a home in the 
United States made his way to New York and thence came direct to Danville. 
He was a cooper by trade and the success which he achieved along business 
lines came to him as the logical result of his own labors and perseverance. 
As the years passed he was numbered among the well known and highly re- 
spected citizens of Vermilion county. His public-spirited devotion to the gen- 
eral good was manifest in many ways and his cooperation could always be 
counted upon to further any project that promised to be a factor in the public 
welfare. He died on the 7th of January, 1884, and his remains were interred 
in St. Patrick's cemetery. 

William Connor was educated in the public schools of Danville but his oppor- 
tunities in that direction were somewlhat limited, as at the early age of thirteen 
years he began to assist in the support of the family, contributing likerally thereto 
for many years. He  took up cornice work which he followed for about three 
years and then turned his attention to the mechanical side of railroading, working 
as a coppersmith and pipe fitter in the shops of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Railroad at this place. There he remained for thirteen years and his broaden- 
ing experience and long service well qualified him for the duties which he un- 
dertook in this direction. At the end of that time he turned his attezf-ign to 
the plumbing business, which he had learned in the railroad shops, and for four 
years he was engaged in business on his own account on Main street. He met 
with success in his undertaking and was conducting a growing business when 
appointed by Mayor Platt to the office of plumbing inspector, in which capacity 
he has served to the present time. His duties include the inspection of the 
plumbing in all the new buildings of the county. His offices are on the second 
floor of the city building and he has three assistants under him whom he employs 
regularly and when the work warrants it he has the authority t o  secure needed 
help. He has charge of all the sewerage in the city and all of his official duties 
are discharged with promptness and fidelity. 
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On the 30th of January, 1900, Mr. Connor was married to Miss Josie Gar- 
rard, a daughter of George and Elizabeth (Reeder) Garrard of Vermilion 
county. Her father is a prominent city official in the police department. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Connor have been born six children: John, Helen, Harold, 
Kathryn, Virginia, and Mary, deceased. Fraternally Mr. Connor is connected 
with the Royal '&canurn and he and his family are all prominent workers 
in St. Patrick's Catholic church. A lifelong resident of Dandle, he has become 
well known here and his is a creditable business and official record. 

THOMAS CORWIN McCAUGHEY, M. D. 

Dr. Thornas Corwin McCaughey, a physician and surgeon of Hoopeston 
who, in the long years of his practice has demonstrated his ability to successfully 
cope with the intricate problems which are met in the effort to restore health 
and check the ravages of disease, has practiced continuously in Hopeston since 
1871. He was born in Granger, Medina county, Ohio, January 21, 1841, a son 
of Robert Jackson and Henrietta (Craft) McCaughey, the former a relative of 
Andrew Jackson. The father died in 1853, having for seven years survived his 
wife, who died in 1846. He  was born in Canton, Ohio, and was of Scotch-Irish 
lineage. Mrs. McCaughey, whose birth occurred near Huntington, Indiana, was 
also of Scotch descent. 

Dr. McCaughey pursued his early education in the common schools and after- 
ward attended the Smith & Anderson Academy at Fredericksburg, Ohio. His 
professional education was acquired in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and in the Rush 
Medical College of Chicago, from which he was graduated in February, 1868. 
From the outset of his professional career his labors have been attended with 
success, viewed from both the professional and the financial standpoint. H e  
has kept in touch with the advancement made by the members of the medical 
fraternity, as research and investigation have broadened their knowledge and 
promoted the efficiency of their labors. His reading has been wide and his 
efforts are at all times of a practical nature. He  has ever been most careful in 
the diagnosis of his case and seldom if ever was at fault in anticipating the 
outcome of disease. He has not specialized in any particular field but has con- 
tinued in the general practice of medicine, and the only offices he has ever filled 
have been that of member of the pension board during the administration of 
President Harrison and member of the city council. 

In  January, 1871, in Ford county, Illinois, Dr. McCaughey was married 
to Miss Mary Ellen Johnston, a daughter of Stanton and Jane Ellen Johnston. 
They had three children, two daughters and a son, but Cora Etta, their first born, 
who was also the first child born in Hoopeston, died in infancy. Their youngest, 
Mary Isadore, is at home. Their son, Robert Stanton, who mamed Josephine 
Culbertson, is now a successful practicing physician who at the present time 
is in Europe, pursuing post-graduate work. H e  is also a member of the faculty 
of Rush Medical College and is recognled as one of the distinguished members 
of the profession in Chicago. 
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Dr. McCaughey has an interesting military chapter in his life record, having 
served in the United States Volunteer A m y  during the Civil war, enlisting on 
the 6th of August, 1862, and k v i n g  honorable discharge on the 8th of July, 
1865. In politics he is a republican with insurgent sympathies. He  doesn't be- 
lieve in the blind following of party leaders, standing in his political connection 
as he has in every other relation of life, for progress, improvement and advance- 
ment. In strongly professional lines he is connected with the Hoopeston Medi- 
cal Society, of which he is president, the Vermilion County Medical Society, 
the Illinois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He 
is today the oldest living resident of Hoopeston in years of continuous connec- 
tion with the city and is authority upon many of the leading points of its history. 
His professional duties have brought him into close relation with m n y  house- 
holds and in all he commands the high regard and love of those to whom he 
has ministered. His life work has indeed been one of broad usefulness and in 
every relation has conformed to his professions as a member of the First Pres- 
byterian church. 

GEORGE V. WOLFINGTON, M. D. 

Dr. George V. Wolfington practicing in Bismarck, his entire time and en- 
ergies being concentrated upon his professional duties, was born in Boone county, 
Indiana, July 7, 1863, a son of John H. and Nancy (Martin) Wolfington. The 
father was a native of Indiana and the mother of Kentucky. In an early day 
she became a resident of Boone county and her death occurred in 1876. The 
father, long surviving, passed away in 1904 at the age of eighty-six years. Unto 
them were born nine children, of whom three are still living. 

Dr. Wolfington, one of this family, started out in life on his own account 
when but twelve years of age and was employed a t  farm labor for ten years. 
Eager to improve his education, he pursued a course in a business college and 
afterward engaged in teaching in a college of that character in Findlay, Ohio. 
He  was engaged in teaching altogether for sixteen years in different states but 
the profession of medicine attracted him and in preparation for practice he 
entered the Illinois Medical Cdlege, from which he was graduated with the 
class of 1903 on the completion of the full course. He then located for practice 
at Henning, where he remained for eighteen months, and in 1905 he removed 
to Bismarck, where he is now living. His ability is recognized by the general 

. public and a large patronage is accorded him. He is very careful in the 
diagnosis of his cases and his judgment in professional matters is seldom if 
ever at fault. 

In 18g6 Dr. Wolfington was united in marriage to Miss Lella M. Kinnick, 
whdwas born near Franklin, Indiana, February XI, 1874, and is a daughter of 
James T. and Martha (Tilson) Kinnick, both of whom are natives of Johnson 
county, Indiana, where they still reside. Their family numbered ten children, 
of w h m  seven are yet living. Mrs. Wolfington spent her girlhood days under 
the parental roof and was provided with liberal educational advantages. She 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 589 

is a graduate of a college at VaIparaiso, Indiana, and for elwen years engaged 
in teaching school. Dr. and Mrs. Wolfington have no children of their own 
but are rearing an adopted daughter, Clarice H. 

Both Dr. Wolfington and his wife hold membership in the Christian church 
and fraternally he is connected with the Masonic lodge at Catlin and the Ddd 
Fellows lodge at Bismarck, in which he has filled all of the chairs. H e  is l ike  
wise a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. His wife is connected 
with the Rebekah degree, which is the woman's auxiliary of the Odd Fellows 
society. Politically Dr. Wolfington is a republican but has no desire for office. 
Both he and his wife are prominent socially in the community where they make 
their home, having gained a large circle of friends in Bismarck and throughout 
the surrounding district. 

MARTIN. KNIGHT. 

I t  has been said that the greatest blessing that can befall any youth is for 
him to be thrown upon his own resources. In this event it is claimed he will 
probably develop those virtues of self-reliance, self-control and persistence 
which conduce to sound judgment and lead to ultimate victory in the great con- 
test with the world. Whether this in true generally speaking or not, it has been 
true, indeed, in the career of Martin Knight, whose name appears at the head 
of this review. He early was obliged not only to provide for himself but for 
other members of the family, and such education as he received has largely 
been acquired by contact with the world, his school training having been sadly 
interfered with by the necessity of labor. Mr. Knight, who is a well known 
farmer of this county, was born in Clark county, Illinois, April 11, 1860. H e  
is a son of Joseph and Lucinda (Flenner) Knight, the father being a native 
of Virginia and the mother of Ohio. They met in this state and were mar- 
ried in Clark county. Joseph Knight was a soldier of the Civil war and after 
returning home engaged for many years in farming, retiring to the town of 
Martinsville, where he died in 1891. The mother departed this life ten 07 
twelve years earlier. They were members respectively of the Methodist Epis- 
copal and the United Brethren churches and by their lives endeavored as 
nearly as possible to exemplify the teachings of the great book. 

As stated above, Martin Knight had little opportunity for a common-school 
education and from early boyhood he worked out by the month, his salary 
going to assist in the support of the family. After reaching the age of maturity 
he continued working by the month, applying himself diligently and gaining a 
thorough acquaintance with all operations connected with the farm. After 
retiring he became connected with a bridge building crew on the Burlington 
& Missouri Railroad in Nebraska, continuing there for five years. However, 
he found that his interest was identified with the farm and in 1900 he began 
fanning upon his own account upon property in this county owned by Charles 
Rice in Carroll township. This he conducted successfully for six years and 
in 1906 he secured a lease upon a farm of three hundred and twenty acres 
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owned by Samuel Baurn in Jamaica township. Here he has carried on opera- 
tions as a general farmer with marked success and is recognized as one of the 
most thorough and dc ien t  agriculturists in his part of the county. 

In  I#& Mr. Knight was united in marriage to Miss Maria Smith, of Mar- 
tinsville, Clark county, this state, and to their union nine children have been 
born, five of whom are now living: Frank, a farmer of Carroll township; and 
Vera, Leary, Walter and Edna, all living at home. Mr. Khight is fully alive 
as to the advantages of education and his children have been given every de- 
sirable opportunity of school training in the neighborhood. He  is affiliated 
with the republican party and has for many years been identified with the 
Modern Woodmen of America Mr. Knight is a representative farmer and 
by his application and sturdy character he has gained many friends, and he and 
his estimable wife are held in high regard by all who claim the honor of their 
acquaintance. 

FRANK A: JOHNSON. 

Frank A. Johnson, registered pharmacist, is now conducting an extensive 
and profitable business as a druggist of Danville. His birth occurred in Rock- 
ford, Illinois, on the 15th of November, 1875, his parents being William A. 
and Christine (Matoon) Johnson, both of whom were natives of Sweden. They 
crossed the Atlantic to the United States in the early '60s, locating first in Cook 
county, Illinois, while subsequently they took up their abode in Rockford. The 
mother passed away in 1878 but the father still survives and is identified with 
the wholesale hardware trade as an employe. 

Frank A. Johnson obtained his preliminary education in the grammar and 
high schools of Rockford and subsequently entered the Northwestern Univer- 
sity, from which he was graduated with the class of 1897-8 as a registered 
pharmacist. He first entered the employ of an uncle, Alfred Johnson, who 
was engaged in the drug business at  Givin, Iowa, and with whom he remained 
for two years. On the expiration of that period he accepted a position with 
B. M. Weaver, of Pecatonica, Illinois, in whose service he continued for four 
years. I t  was after leaving that gentleman's employ that he took his university 
course and following his graduation he went to Princeton, Illinois, where for 
seven years he was connected with the drug firm of Faimer & Trulson. He 
then came to Danville and here embarked in the drug business on his own ac- 
count on the 1st of June, 1907, since which time he has conducted a successfd 
establishment of this character at No. 18 East Main street. A drug store has 
occupied that location for the past half century. Mr. Johnson carries a large 
and well selected line of goods and his success is due to his honorable methods, 
earnest efforts to please his customers, judicious advertising and an attractive 
display of the drugs and druggists' sundries which he handles. 

On the 24th of November, xgog, in St. Louis, Missouri, Mr. Johnson was 
united in marriage to Miss Nettie Titus Strass, whose parents are residents 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Mr. Johnson is a republican in his political views 
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and a Lutheran in religious faith. Fraternally he is identified with the Benev* 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and the Masonic order, being a member of 
the Mystic Shrine. His social nature finds expression through his member- 
ship in the One Hundred Thousand Club and the Rod and (An Club. He is 
fond of dl outdoor sports, including hunting, fishing and baseball. He is a 
public-spirited man and popular, an unfeigned cordiality and uniform courtesy 
gaining him the warm friendship and kindly regard of the greater number 
of those with whom he comes in contact. 

ELIJAH J. BOORDE. 

Elijah J. Boorde, formerly identified for many years with the agricultural 
interests of this section of the state and now proprietor of the local telephone 
exchange at  Hoopeston, was born in Oakwood -township, Vermilion county, 
May 17, 1859. His father, George Boorde, a farmer by occupation, came to 
this county in 1852, removing to Illinois from Fountain county, Indiana. He 
married Sarah A. Bowling, a native of Ohio, and they became the parents of 
six children: A. E., a farmer living near Fithian, Vermilion county; Martha, 
the wife of Joseph Fisher, a resident of Fithian; Elijah J., of this review; 
Enoch Fillmore, deceased; Rosina, who died in 1869; and Ida May, who has 
also passed away. Following the outbreak of the Civil war the father offered 
his services to the government and enlisted as a member of Company I, One 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, continuing at the front 
until his death. in November, 1863. His widow long survived him and died 
November 26, 1904. 

Elijah Boorde pursued his education in what is known as the Black school- 
house, about two and a half miles west of Fithian, there attending school to the 
age of eighteen. After his school days were over he worked on the home farm, 
where he remained for a period of fifteen years, and then spent one year in 
South Dakota. He then returned to Vermilion county and was again closely 
identified with farming interests here until 1903, when he took up his abode in 
Hoopeston and purchased frqm U. S. Thompson the local telephone exchange. 
In this connection he has given to the people a good service, a fact which is 
indicated by the increased number of subscribers which have been secured. Mr. 
Boorde is still the owner of valuable farm property, comprising two hundred 
and twenty acres, from which he derives a good rental. 

On the 9th of February, 1889, in .Urbana, Illinois, Mr. Boorde was married 
to Miss Anna B. Thompson. She is a native of this county and a representa- 
tive of one of its oldest families. By her marriage she has become the mother 
of two children: Mabel Clara, born in Fithian, March 11, 1891; and John Ross- 
lyn, born February 23, 1893. 

The parents hold membership in the First Methodist Episcopal church at 
Hoopeston and Mr. Boorde gives his political support to the republican party. 
He only takes an active part, however, in politics as a supporter of friends who 
are seeking office and never seeks political preferment for himself. He belongs 
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to the Knights of Pythias fraternity and to the Modem Woodmen camp and is 
also closely associated with the efforts for the business development of the 
city that are put forth by the Commercial Club of Hoopeston and the Business 
Men's Association. He is now one of the. directors of the Commercial Club, 
and for a number of years he was a member of the board of education. His 
labors in behalf of the public welfare are effective, practical and resultant. He 
is a man of strongly marked character who has come to be recognized as a 
forceful element in the community and his sterling personal traits of character 
have won him the high regard and confidence of all with whom he has been 
associated. 

FRED PARK. 

Fred Park is president of the Hoopeston Ice & Cold Storage Company, in 
which connection he has won for himself a place among the substantial and 
progressive business men of the city. Thoroughness has characterized him in 
all of his undertakings and close application and energy have brought him to the 
creditable position which he now fills in the industrial and financial circles of 
Vermilion county. 

He was born in Madison, Indiana, on the 17th of June, 1870, and is a son 
of William J. and Jane (Baird) Park, the former of Scotch and the latter of 
Irish descent. The father came to Vermilion county in 1876 and began farm- 
ing in Grant township, where he continued to follow agricultural pursuits for 
twenty-two years. He met witsh an accidental death when on a visit to the city 
to see his son. When crossing the railroad tracks within three hundred feet 
of his son's office he was struck by a train and instantly killed, passing away 
on the 15th of February, 1910. His widow still survives and is yet living in this 
county. In their family were eight children, of whom six are living: Joseph 
A., a resident of Quincy, Illinois; Nettie, deceased; Fred, of this review; Ralph 
J., who is proprietor of a steam laundry at Hoopeston and makes his home in 
Grant township; Mary, the wife of Edward Carter, who is engaged in mechan- 
ical pursuits in Hoopeston; Anna, the wife of Robert Baxter, a pattern maker 
for the Sprague Company of Hoopeston; Clyde, who is resident manager for the 
Standard Oil Company at Danville, Indiana; and Salome, who became the 
wife of Bert Hubbard and died in Hoopeston. The five eldest children were 
born in Madison, Indiana, and the latter three following the removal of the 
family to Illinois. 

Fred Park, whose name introduces this review, spent the first six years of 
his life in the place of his ,nativity and then came with his parents to Vermilion 
county. His education was acquired in the public schools and in the high school, 
where he studied for one year. He  put aside his text-books at  the age of nine- 
teen and then began learning the trade of engineering. He  was employed at the 
Hoopeston electric light plant for four years after obtaining a comprehensive 
general knowledge of engineering from his father, whom he assisied while the 
latter was engaged in threshing throughout the county. At the termination of 
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his four years' connection with the Hoopeston Electric Light Company he r e  
moved to Clarksville, Tennessee, where he took charge of the plant for the 
Clarksville Electric Light & Power Company, there remaining for three and a 
half years. He then established his home in Flora, Illinois, where he was man- 
ager of an electric light plant for four years and in 1907 he returned to Hoapes- 
ton, where he became president and manager of the Hoopeston Ice & Cold 
Storage Company, which was incorporated with Jesse B. Evans as secretary 
and Ralph J. Park as treasurer. The business from the beginning has grown 
steadily and suSstantially and is now accorded a liberal patronage, making the 
enterprise one of success. 

Mr. Park was married at Hoopeston, on the 1st of August, 1895, to Miss 
Alice Green, a daughter of John Green, a native of England, and they have two 
children, Madeline and Imogene. Theirs is an attractive home by reason of 
its warmhearted hospitality, which is freely extended to their many friends. 
They are members of the United Presbyterian church and are highly esteemed 
throughout the community. Mr. Park has made a creditable record in business, 
his course being marked by steady advancement, gained through ready utilization 
of every opportunity that has been presented. 

GUY S. ALBRIGHT. 

Guy S. 'Rlbright, a well known and prosperous young resident of Danville is 
today successfully engaged in business as proprietor of the Lyric pharmacy. 
A native of Illinois, he was born in Colfax on the 4th of November, 1882, and 
on both the paternal and maternal sides comes of English origin. His parents, 
Dr. A. C. and Alice E. (Lowrey) Albright, became residents of Danville in 
1907. Being a physician by profession, the father was successfully engaged 
in practice for many years but is now practically living retired in the enjoyment 
of a well earned rest. 

Our subject began his education in the grammar schools of Sibley and was 
later graduated from the high school there. He next attended the University 
of Illinois, from which he was graduated in April, 1904, with the Ph. G. degree. 
After leaving school he was first in the employ of John Conrad, a drug-gist, at 
the corner of Forty-seventh street and Lake avenue, Chicago, with whom he re- 
mained for about nine months and then went to Gibson City, where he was em- 
ployed in the drug store of John Freeland until coming to Danville fifteen months 
later. Here he embarked in the drug business at No. 152 North Vermilion street 
and three years later also purchased the Oaklawn pharmacy. He  is now conduct- 
ing both establishments and is regarded as one of the best representatives of his 
profession in the city. He  not only understands the drug trade in all its depart- 
ments but is a very progressive, wide-awake young man whose success has been 
achieved through his own untiring efforts. 

On the 4th of June, 1905, in Kittanning, Pennsylvania, was celebrated the 
marriage of Mr. Albright to Miss Grace A. Hawk, a daughter of John Hawlc 
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of that city. Two children blessed this union : Stanley W., b r n  May 4, 1906 ; 
and Alice P.,- born April I, 1908. 

Atthough he has never been an aspirant for official honors, Mr. Albright is 
a stanch supporter of the republican party and in religious faith is a Baptist. 
H e  belongs to the Order of Eagles and also to the One Hundred Thousand 
Club, and the Danville Rod and Gun Club. He is very fond of all outdoor 
sports, being a basebail enthusiast, but finds his chief recreation in hunting and 
fishing, making annual trips to the lakes in pursuit of his favorite pastime. 
Pleasant and genial in manner, he makes many friends and is popular in both 
business and social circles. Although still a young man, he has already met 
with most excellent success, and the prosperity that has come to him is well 
merited. 

0. J. GUNNELL. 

0. J. Gunnell, who is now prominently identified with the industrial inter- 
ests of Danville as the secretary and treasurer of the National Fibre Box Com- 
pany, was in former years successfully engaged in the real-estate, fire insur- 
ance and loan business. His birth occurred in Minier, Tazewell county, Illinois, 
on 'he 3d of March, 1879, his parents being 3. L. and Catherine (Myers) Gun- 
nell, who are natives of Kentucky and Tazewell county, Illinois, respectively. 
The father came to this state in 1830, first locating in Tazewell county, while 
subsequently he was engaged in the practice of dentistry at Bloomington for 
many years. H e  is now living retired in McLean county. 

0. J. Gunnell pursued his education at Minier, Illinois, until twelve years 
of age and then continued his studies in the public schools of Normal and in 
the Illinois State Normal School. Following his graduation in 1go1 he be- 
came an instructor in the Danville public schools and for three years the pro- 
fession of teaching claimed his attention. On abandoning educational interests 
he embarked in the real-estate, fire insurance and loan business and carried on 
a very successful and extensive enterprise of that character until 199.  In 
that year, in association with J. W. Meitzler, he bought out the Already Box 
Company and organized the National Fibre Box Company with the following 
officers : J. W. Meitzler, president ; 0. J. Gunnell, secretary and treasurer; and 
Harrison B. Walters, vice president and general manager. Mr. Walters is the 
inventor of a fibre-bound box on which they have fourteen patents. The in- 
dustry bids fair to become one of the greatest importance to Danville, for the 
owners are men of excellent business ability, keen discernment and unswerving 
integrity. 

In  his real-estate operations Mr. Gunnell won a gratifykg measure of suc- 
cess. When the Adams, Lewman and Homles addition was opened in 1904 he 
undertook a contract to sell thirty-six lots in two months and disposed of the 
property in six weeks. Subsequently he sold the Summit addition, for which he 
had the sole agency, and later disposed of the McDonald Peyton addition- and 
others. 
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On the 30th of November, 1go5, Mr. Gunnell was united in marriage to 
Miss Dorothy Kemp, a native of Mchan  county and a daughter of J. J. and 
Nancy (Briggs) Kemp. Her father was a prominent pioneer resident of this 
state and became very wealthy, owning considerable property. He imported 
French horses on an extensive scale and was a member of the Board of Trade. 
Mrs. Kemp came to Illinois from Ohio in pioaeer days. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Gunnell has been born a son, Edwin Kemp, whose birth occurred on the 1st of 
April, 1907. 

Fraternally Mr. Gunnell is identified with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. For two years he had charge of the Danville Chautauqua in 
connection with W. L. Prirnrn and was instrumental in procuring some of the 
best speakers in the country to lecture here. He is alert and e~terprising, 
possessing the progressive spirit of the times, accomplishing in business circles 
what he undertakes, while his geniality and deference for the opinions of others 
have won him a host of friends. 

WILLIAM CURRENT. 

William W. Current, a well known and respected resident of Danville, has 
for the past seventeen years ably discharged the duties devolving upon him in 
the capacity of deputy county clerk. His birth occurred in Newell township, 
Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 27th of November, 1842, his parents being 
Henry B. and Martha (Sroup) Current. The father was born in Randolph 
county, West Virginia, on the 8th of July, 1824, while the mother first opened 
her eyes to the light of day in Ohio on the 18th of January, 1820. Henry B. 
Current followed general agricultural pursuits throughout his active business 
career. William W. Current, the paternal grandfather of our subject, was a 
native of Virginia and a wagon daker and blacksmith by trade. His wife bore 
the maiden name of Mary Boston. 

In the acquirement of an education William W. Current attended the district 
schools and also the public schools of Danville. After putting aside his text- 
books he devoted his attention to the work of the fields until eighteen years of 
age and then entered the service of the Wabash Railroad, working in the office 
and yards of that corporation for eleven years. On severing his connection with 
railroad interests he once more turned his attention to general agricultural pur- 
suits and was thus engaged until. appointed to the office of deputy county clerk, 
which position he has filled in a highly creditable and satisfactory manner for 
the past seventeen years. There is also a military chapter in his life history, for 
at' the time of the Civil war he enlisted in defense of the Union as a member of 
Company K, Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, under. Captain Black. 

Mr. Current has been married twice. On the 6th of November, 1866, he 
wedded Miss Margaret M. Ellsworth, who was born on the 9th of November, 
1843, her parents being Sylvanus and Sarilda (Graves) Ellsworth. By this union 
there were three children, as follows: Oscar E., whose birth occurred Novern- 
ber g, 1867, and who passed away November 9, 1874 ; Henry S., born December 
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8,1873, who died on the 25th of October, 1891 ; and Maude, twin sister of Henry, 
who gave her hand in marriage to H. H. Lattan on the 23d of October, 1%~. 

The wife and mother passed away on the 10th of July, 1878, and on the 15th of 
February, 1880, Mr. Current was again married, his second union being with 
Miss Mary A. Makernson, whose natal day was June 8, 1858. Her parents were 
Hiram and Prudence G. Makernson, the former born on the 2d of April, 1826, 
and the latter on the 19th of September, 1834. Unto William W. and Mary 
(Makei=sanj Current has been born one child, Prudence, who first opened her 
eyes to the light of day on the 28th of August, 1890. 

In  his political views Mr. Current is a stanch republican, while his religious 
faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist church. His fraternal re- 
lations are with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Masons. He  has remained in this county from his birth to the present 
time and that his life has ever been upright and honorable is indicated by the 
fact that the associates of his youth and early manhood are still numbered among 
his stanch friends and admirers. 

CHARLES M. WINTROWD. 

One of the prominent business men and representative citizens of Danville is 
Charles M. Wintrowd, who is now successfully engaged in the manufacture of 
ice cream. He was born in Tipton county, Indiana, on the 13th of January, 
1859, and is a son of Daniel and Mary I. (Kellum) Wintrowd, both of whom 
are now deceased. The father was of Scotch descent but the mother's people 
came originally from Germany and were later known as Pennsylvania Dutch. 
Throughout his business career the father engaged in merchandising and died 
at his home in Kokomo but was buried in Tipton, Indiana. The mother subse- 
quently lived with our subject and at her death was interred at Fortville, Han- 
cock county, Indiana. 

CharIes M. Wintrowd obtained a good practical education in the public 
schools of Kokomo, Indiana, and later attended the high sch001 at  Ionia, Mich- 
igan. After laying aside his studies .he became associated with his father in 
general merchandising under the firm name of Wintrowd & Son 2nd for several 
years they carried cm the business together, first at Greensburg, Indiana, and 
later at Tipton, that state. In 1873 the family moved west, settling in Nevada 
City, Missouri, where the father conducted a general store for about five years, 
removing at the end of that time to Kokomo, Indiana, where the father died. 
In the spring of 1894, after the death of his father, Mr. Wintrowd came to 
Danville, accompanied by his family and mother, and here he has since 
engaged in the manufacture of ice cream, associating himself in business 
with A. B. Shank, which partnership continued until 1905. He then purchased 
Mr. Shank's interest and has since been alone. Although he began here in a 
very small way, he has increased his business from year to year and now 
manufactures from eight hundred to one thousand gallons of ice cream per 
day and ships his products all over the surrounding country. His first location 
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was at No. 706 East Main street, where he continued to carry' on the business 
for ten years and then removed to bis present plant on the southeast corner of 
Hazel and South streets. On embarking in his present business a great many of 
the leading business men of the city predicted his failure, but he surmounted 
all obstacles and is today the leading representative of his line of trade in 
eastern Illinois. He employs from twelve to fourteen hands and, owing to the 
superiority of his product, it finds a ready sale on the market. 

Mr. Wintrowd was married at  Logansport, Indiana, August 22, 1888, to 
Miss Tessie Williams, a daughter of Jerome Williams, who was one of the 
old residents of that city. They have become the parents of three children, 
namely: Ernest D., who was born in Tipton, Indiana, December 31, 1890; 
Wana, who was born in Kokomo, Indiana, December 16, 1892; and Amy, who 
was born in Danville, Illinois, July 28, 1900. 

In politics Mr. Wintrowd is independent, voting for the man whom he be- 
lieves best qualified to fill the office, regardless of party lines. He holds mun- 
bership in the Christian church and is also identified with the Commercial Club 
at Danville, the Knights of Pythias, the Improved Order of Red Men and the 
Masonic fraternity, having taken all the degres up to the commandery in the 
last named order. He is also a member of the National Association of Ice 
Cream Manufacturers and in business circles stands deservedly high. 

L. T. GRAVES. 

For over sixty years L. T. Graves was a resident of Vermilion county and 
came to be numbered among its most worthy citizens. He was born on a farm 
which now adjoins the northern boundary line of Westville, his natal year being 
1846, and he was a son of Greenville Graves, one of the pioneer settlers of this 
county. Upon the old home farm he grew to manhood and at the usual age 
began his education in the old McMilIan schoolhouse near his home. After 
attaining his majority he came to Danville and commenced clerking for William 
Mann, who at that time owned the largest dry-goods store in the city. He con- 
tinued in his employ until Mr. Mann's death and later held positions in several 
other stores but finally turned his attention to real estate and in that business 
met with most excellent success from the start. A progressive and energetic busi- 
ness man, of known reliability, he usually carried forward to successful comple- 
tion whatever he undertook. 

Mr. Graves was married in Danville in 1893 to Miss Alice Hiestand, a daugh- 
ter of William Hiestand, who came to this city at a very early day. Here she 
was engaged in the dressmaking business for a number of years, her patrons 
being among the leading citizens of Danville. To Mr. and Mrs. Graves were 
born two children: Margaret Marie and Mabel Alice, who are now attending 
school. 

Mr. Graves was a very prominent and active member of the First Presby- 
terian church and died in that faith on the 10th of January, 1907. By his bal- 
lot he usually supported the men and measures of the democratic party and as a 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



598 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

public-spirited and enterprising atizen took a commendable interest in those 
enterprises w;hich he believed calculated to advance the moral, intellectual or 
material welfare of the community. He was actively identified with all church 
and philanthropic work and his aid was never withheld from any worthy object. 
A consistent and earnest Christian and an enterprising and loyal citizen, his 
death was deeply mourned by a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 

JOSEPH HUTCHINSON DECKER. 

Joseph Hutchinson Decker, proprietor of an establishment popularly known 
as the Young Men's store, is a prominent representative of the commercial in- 
terests of Hoopeston. A spirit of enterprise characterizes him in all that he does 
and his close application and energy have been the salient features in the success 
which he is now enjoying. 

A native of Illinois, he was born in Richland county, August 21, 1882. His 
father, William King Decker, whose birth occurred in Lawrence county, Illinois, 
is now a resident of Hoopeston, where he is engaged in the real-estate business. 
In early manhood he married Emma Hutchinson, a native of Bremen, Fairfield 
county, Ohio. Both came of Scotch-Irish ancestry. They removed to Vermilion 
county, Illinois, about 1890, settling in Cheneyville, where the father engaged 
in general merchandising, there remaining until the beginning of the year 1910, 
when he came to Hoopeston, where he is now conducting a real-estate business. 

In the family were twelve children, ten of whom yet survive. John W., born 
in Richland county, Illinois, is a painter by trade and resides in Hoopeston. 
Charles N., also a native of Richland county, is in the government postal service 
at Danville. Ida M., born in Richland county, is the wife of Nevin W. Raber, 
a telegraph operator in the railway service at  Economy, Illinois. Joseph H. is 
the next of the fam$ly. Todd, born in Richland county, is a railway mail clerk 
on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad and resides at Hoopeston. Edith, 
born in Richland county, is a teacher in the schools of Grant township. Gene- 
vieve, born in the same county, is engaged in teaching in Ross township. Tal- 
mage, born in Richland county, is a telegraph operator on the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad and resides at Lebanon, Illinois. Malcolm, born in Vermilion county, 
is a student in the Hoopeston high school. Albert, born in Benton county, In- 
diana, is attending the public schools of Hoopeston. The two who passed away 
w,ere James Milton and Franklin Earl, both of whom! were born in Richland 
county. 

Joseph H. Decker acquired his early education in the public schools of Sumner 
and of Cheneyville, Illinois, and afterward spent one year in Greer College at 
Hoopeston. He left school when about eighteen or nineteen years of age and 
secured a position with the firm of Erickson & Swanson, general clothiers and 
furnishers, with whom he remained for six years, thoroughly mastering the busi- 
ness. His faithfulness and capability are indicated in his long connection with 
that house. Laudable ambition, however, prompted him to engage in business 
on his own account, and on the 1st of September, 197, the firm of Decker & 
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Goodwin was organized. They located at No. 209 East Main street, where they 
opened a line of men's furnishing goods, continuing at that location until June 
I, 1909, when they removed to No. 210 East Main street in order to secure larger 
quarters, necessitated by their increasing business. On the 10th of November, 
1910, they dissolved partnership, and Mr. Decker is now alone in business. He 
has today the only exclusive men's furnishing store in the city of Hoopeston. 
He carries a complete and elegantly asorted line of the most up-to-date goods on 
the market and his store and stock would be a credit to the first city of the land. 
HG establishment is popularly known as the Young Men's store. H e  makes it 
his purpose to carry such a line as the general trade demands and is very careful 
to secure such style and workmanship as will make his goods most attractive. 

On the 21st of June, 1906, Mr. Decker was married in Hoopeston, Illinois, 
to Miss Pearl Goodwin, the adopted daughter of D. H. Chapman, who was 
among the pioneer settlers of this locality. Mrs. Decker was born in Vermilion 
county and now has one daughter, Virginia Josephine, who was born in Hoopes- 
ton, September 10, 1907. 

The parents are members of the First Presbyterian church and are active and 
interested in its work. Mr. Decker is a valued representative of the Masonic 
lodge and is serving as its secretary at the present time. In politics he is inde- 
pendent, voting for men and measures rather than for party, and at times he has 
been an active worker in support of those whose election he has deemed vital 
to the best interests of the community. His fellow townsmen, recognizing his 
worth and ability, called him to the office of city clerk of Hoopeston on the 15th 
of April, 1906, and he has since filled that position. H e  is a young man of many 
sterling traits of character as well as of good business ability, and high regard 
is uniformly tendered him. 

GEORGE R. TILTON. 

George R. Tilton, an attorney of Danville, is well known as an able and 
successful representative of the legal fraternity. His birth occurred in Ripley 
county, Indiana, on the 8th of October, 1860, his parents being William W. 
and Nancy J. (Robertson) Tilton. The father was a wagon maker and farmer 
by occupation, while the grandfather, Enoch Tilton, likewise followed general 
agricultural pursuits and also preached the gospel as a minister of the Baptist 
denomination. 

After completing his studies in Mmres Hill College of Moores Hill, Indi- 
ana, George R. Tilton entered the Wesleyan Law School of Bloomington, 
Illinois, from which institution he was graduated in 1884. Locating at Dan- 
viIIe, he soon won a good clientage and remained in active practice until 1897, 
when he became identified with journalistic interests as editor and manager 
of the Daily Democrat at DanviIle, publishing the paper until 1908. In that 
year he once more took up the legal profession and has since enjoyed an ex- 
tensive and lucrative practice, with offices in The Temple. Much of the suc- 
cess which has attended him in his professional a r e e r  is undoubtedly due to 
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the fact that in no instance will he permit himself to go into court with a case 
unless h e  has absolute confidence in the justice of his client's cause. Basing 
his darts on this principle, from which there are far too many lapses in pro- 
fessional ranks, it naturally follows that he seldom loses a case in whose sup- 
port he is enlisted. 

Mr. Tilton is a stanch democrat in politics and ably served as a member of 
the Illinois legislature in 1889 and 1890, his district comprising Vermilion and 
Edgar counties. Fraternally he is identified with the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks. In his profession he has made continuous and satisfac- 
tory progress, thoroughly informing himself upon the law bearing upon every 
legal interest entrusted to his care. 

CHARLES E. RUSSELL. 

The legal profession in Hoopeston finds a worthy representative in Charles 
E. Russell, a man of strong intellect and of high professional attainment. Rec- 
ognizing the fact that success at the bar must depend not only upon a compre- 
hensive knowledge of legal principles but also upon a thorough understanding 
of every detail of his case that he may strongly present his case before the 
courts,'he has labred diligently and persistently to meet all the requirements 
of successful practice and is now accorded a large and distinctively representative 
clientage. 

He was born in Iroquois county, Illinois, April 4, 1865. His father, Lemuel 
Baxley Russell, was a leading fanner of this section of the state, exclusively 
engaged in general agricultural pursuits. He was born at Willizmsport, Warren 
county, Indiana, and removed to Fountain Creek township, Iroquois county, Illi- 
nois, in the '60s. Several years prior to his death he turned over the rnanage- 
ment of his farming interests to his sons and retired to private life, making his 
home in Hoopeston. He had become the owner of one thousand acres of land 
in Iroquois county and his success was attributable entirely to his intelligently 
directed labors. He married Anna Elizabeth Hickman, who is still enjoying good 
health at the old home in Hoopeston at No. 404 South Fourth street. Four chil- 
dren have been born unto them: Peter, who met an accidental death, being 
killed by a horse in Milford, Iroquois county, when but seven years of age; 
Charles E., of this review; Dr. Lemuel B. Russell, of whom mention is made 
elsewhere in this work; and Lawrence, who died in infancy. The surviving 
sons were each given fifteen thousand dollars in real estate by their father on 
arriving at years of maturity. Mr. Russell was a very prominent business man 
and his keen discernment and unfaltering industry constituted the basis of his 
success. In his business life, moreover, he exemplified the fact that honesty is 
the best policy, and his wise investments enabled him to prove that success and 
an honored name may be won simultaneously. 

Charles E. Russell attended the Amity district schools in Iroquois county and 
there pursued his studies to the age of sixteen years, after which he went to 
Bloornington. He also studied for a year in Grant Prairie Seminary at Onarga, 
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a t  the end of which time he turned his attention to the profession of teaching, 
which he first followed in the Rudd district. Later he engaged in teaching at  
Goodwine, Iroquois county, Illinois, being connected with the schools there for 
five years during the winter months, while the summer seasons were devoted to 
farming. Later he concentrated his energies upon agricultural pursuits, to which 
he gave almost his entire time for ten years. While on the farm, however, he 
read law under the preceptorship of Isaac Miller Hamilton, now president of the 
Federal Life Insurance Company of Chicago, and on examination was admitted 
to the bar at Mount Vernon, Illinois, in August, 1896. He then began prac- 
ticing in Hoopeston, where he has since remained, a liberal patronage being 
accorded him. At the same time he superintends extensive landed interests in 
Iroquois county, Illinois, and Warren and Hamilton counties, Indiana, control- 
ling nine hundred and sixty acres. Aside from the private practice of his pro- 
fession he served as city attorney from 1899 until 1903 and ably defended those 
municipal interests which sought settlement in the courts. 

On the 5th of April, 1887, at the home of her parents near Pine Village, - 
Warren county, Indiana, Mr. Russell was married to Miss Anna Margaret Blind, 
a native of Warren county and a daughter of John and Mary Blind. They have 
two sons : Baxley Blind, born June 29, 18g1; and Charles Elbert, hlarch 17, 
1893. Both were born near Hickman, Iroquois county, in Fountain Creek town- 
ship. The elder son is a graduate of the Hoopeston high school and is a student 
in the freshman class of the Princeton University of Princeton, New Jersey. 
The younger son is a senior in the Hoopeston high school. Mrs. Russell is a 
member of the First Methodist Episcopal church and the family frequently at- 
tend the Universalist church. 

In his political views Mr. Russell is an earnest democrat and at times an 
active worker in party ranks. He has been a delegate to the county conventions 
and in 1897-98 filled the office of alderman. He is also president of the school 
board at  this time and is a stanch champion of the cause of education. He 
belongs to the Vermilion County Bar Association and to the Commercial Club 
and cooperates in all movements which he deems beneficial to Hoopeston, never 
at any time being neglectful of the duties of citizenship nor of his obligations 
to his fellowmen. 

ROBERT KLEIN. 

Robert Klein, who is successfully engaged in business as a cigar manufac- 
turer of Danville, was born in Germany on the 14th of February, 1873, his 
parents being Jacob and Katherina (Widman) Klein. In the year 1882 the father 
emigrated to the United States with his family, locating first at  La Salle, Illinois, 
where he was engaged in railroad work. Subsequently he took up his abode in 
Aurora, Illinois, where his demise occurred in 1895 when he had attained the age 
of forty-eight years. His wife was called to her final rest in 1900. 

Robert KIein attended the public and parochial schools of Aurora until four- 
teen years of age and then began learning the cigar maker's trade. In 1898 he 
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embarked in business on his own account as a manufacturer of cigars at Aurora 
. but came to Danville the following year. He first settled at Germantown but 

later determined to locate in the business section of Dvlville and erected his 
present fine store and factory at No. 513 East Main street, removing thereto in 
1901. The enterprise has enjoyed a steady growth throughout the intervening 
years and Mr. IUein is widely recognized as one of the prosperous, progressive 
and representative residents of Danville. 

In  1896, in Kendall county, Illinois, Mr. Klein was united in marriage to 
Miss Lena Zeiter, a native of Germany, who came to this country when a girl 
with her parents, William and Lena Zeiter. The family home was established 
in Kendall county, where Mr. Zeiter turned his attention to general agricultural 
pursuits. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Klein have been born eight children, four sons 
and four daughters, namely: Jacob, Erick, Nora, Alma, Elsie, Elizabeth, Robert 
and William. The parents are devoted and consistent members of the German 
Lutheran church, exemplifying its teachings in their daily lives. 

THOMAS CHESTER FORBES. 

At the time of his death, which occurred on the 9th of January, 1895, 
Thomas Chester Forbes was one of the oldest residents of Danville, having 
passed the ninety-second milestone on life's journey, and during more than 
six decades of that period he had been a resident of this city. The prominent 
part which he took in the upbuilding of the city and his active efforts to promote 
its welfare and progress caused him to be recognized as one of its leading men, 
while his many excellent traits of character gained for him a personal feeling 
that was deeper and stronger than mere regard and respect. 

Mr. Forbes was a native of Connecticut, his birth having occurred in New 
Haven on the 12th of November, 1803. The ancestral line in America can be 
traced back to 1630. His grandfather, Captain Elijah Forbes, was closely con- 
nected with shipping interests, and Benjamin Forbes, father of Thomas C. 
Forbes, became a sea captain. The latter wedded Sarah Scott and always made 
his home in New England. 

Reared in Connecticut, Thomas C. Forbes acquired his education in the 
schools of that state and remained a resident of New England until thirty years 
of age, when in 1833, attracted by the opportunities of the new but rapidly 
growing west, he came to Illinois, bringing with him a stock of goods in a trunk, 
of which he disposed. He  then joined L. T. Palmer in conducting the land 
office and they also engaged in loaning money and bought and sold land war- 
rants until the land office was removed from Danville about the time of the 
outbreak of the Civil war. He utilized his opportunities for judicious invest- 
ment and in the course of time became the owner of much property which rose 
in value as the district became more thickly settled. Thus in time his realty 
.holdings became extensive and as his prosperity increased he aided most gener- 
ously in supporting and furthering any movement which he deemed of be~efit to 
the community. He  was very active and his keen discrimination, sagacity and 
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sound judgment made him well fitted for leadership. His endorsement of any 
public measure or project insured a large following for it was well known 
that he had the best interests of the community at heart. The Danville of to- 
day largely stands as a monument to his enterprise and his public-spirit. 

On the zgth of January, 1874, Mr. Forbes was united in marriage to  Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Hessy, a daughter of William and Catharine A. (Cannady) Hes- 
sey, who for many years conducted a general store here and made his home in 
Danville until his death, which occurred December 4, 1888. Mr. and Mrs. 
Forbes became the parents of two daughters, Cordelia Catharine and Caroline 
Chester. After the death of her first husband Mrs. Forbes married Joseph 
Gibson English and still makes her home in Danville. 

The family attend the Episcopal church, of which Mr. Forbes was a mem- 
ber, and in his political views he was an independent democrat. He had deep 
sympathy for all who needed assistance--a sympathy that had tangible mani- 
3estation in ready and generous aid. He was a friend to all classes and al- 
though he became one of the wealthy men of the city he never allowed the ac- 
cumulation of wealth to  affect in any way his attitude to those less fortunate. 
H e  was extremely active, accomplished what he undertook, and as the years 
passed on firmly established himself in the regard and good-will of his fellow 
citizens. 

PHILEMON SPICER SCONCE. 

The life record of Philemon Spicer Sconce was never marked by exciting 
events or  sensational chapters, but there is in his history much that is worthy of 
contemplation and much that may be emulated, for he was ever loyal to duty, 
discharging faithfully the tasks that came daily to his hand. Vermilion county 
numbered him among her native sons, his birth having occurred at Brookspoint, 
March 22, 1835. He was a son of John L. Sconce, who came from Kentucky 
to Illinois in pioneer times when the work of development and progress seemed 
scarcely begun. He settled upon a farm near Brookspoint and with character- 
istic energy began the cultivation of his land, which in due time he converted 
into good fields. Both he and his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth (Spicer) Sconce, re- 
mained upoil that farm until called to their final rest. 

Upon the old homestead Philemon S. Sconce was reared and in the country 
schools he acquired his education. H e  shared with the family in all of the trials 
and hardships incident to pioneer life and he lived to witness the remarkable 
changes wrought by time and men as the country became more thickly settled and 
the advantages of the older east were introduced. From early boyhood he fol- 
lowed the plow and soon became acquainted with the best time for getting in the 
crops and the best methods of caring for the fields. In the late summer and 
autumn he made a hand in the harvest fields and naturally when he started 
out in life on his own account he followed the occupation to which he had been 
reared. Throughout his entire life he carried on general farming and stock- 
raising and became the owner of a valuable property, equipped with all modem 
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conveniences and accessories. H e  also raised good grades of stock and this 
proved a profitable feature in his business, so that in course of time he gained 
a handsome competence through his well directed labors. 

Mr. Sconce was married in Vermilion county, August 31, 1887, to Miss Kate 
Noone, who was born in Ireland and came to the United States with her 
brother, Patrick Noone, also a native of the Emerald isle. The father was never 
a resident of Vermilion county but after his death the mother made her home 
here. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sconce were born six children, of whom four are 
yet living: Helen, Mary, Katie and Philemon Spicer, all of whom are yet in 
school. 

The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church. In his political views 
Mr. Sconce was a republican and took a very active part in all of the affairs 
of the township, doing everything in his power to promote public progress and 
to further the best interests of the community. H e  passed away December 21, 

18g6, when sixty-one years of age, having spent his entire life in this county, 
where his many good qualities won for him the kindly regard of all who knew 
him. He was faithful in citizenship, loyal in friendship and devoted to the 
welfare of his wife and children, his best traits of character being ever reserved 
'for his own home and fireside. 

ISAAC R. SMITH, JR. 

The man who starts out at seventeen years of age and by diligence and economy 
makes his own way in the world and gains a recognized position in society, has 
attained a measure of success; if he becomes the owner of a well developed farm 
in one of the richest farming communities of Illinois he is to be congratulated; 
but if he does all this by honest and straightforward methods he has certainly 
accomplished a noble object and presents an example worthy of imitation. Such 
a man is the one whose name stands at the head of this review. 

Isaac R. Smith, Jr., was born on the farm on which he now lives, July 29, 
1862, and is the son of David R. and Lydia (McNiece) Smith, the former a 
native of Virginia and the latter of Tennessee. The father came to Vermilion 
county at an early day and was here married, engaging in agricultural pursuits 
until his death, which occurred in 1902. He became the owner of a well de- 
veloped farm of sixty acres and was a man of high standing in the community. 
The mother is now living with our subject. Four children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith: Alfred, Pleasant, Isaac R., and Allan, who died at the age 
of eight months. 

The subject of this review was reared upon the home farm and received his 
early education in the district schools. Even as a boy he was ambitious and 
energetic and at seventeen years of age he started out for himself. He  rented 
land, conducting his operations with such ability that in a few years he was 
able to buy a small tract, to which he has added as his means increased, until 
at the present time he is the owner of a highly improved farm, consisting of 
two hundred and sixty acres of the choicest land in Vermilion county. It re- 
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many years of toil and self-denial, but the object of his ambition has in 
an important degree been realized and the family home is a large and attractive 
residence, the surroundings conveying the impression of good taste and a well 
applied prosperity. 

On August 24, 1892, Mr. Smith was happily united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah M. Coc, who was born February 10, 1857, and is a daughter of Edward 
G. and Sarah (Wiseman) Coe, both of whom were born in West Virginia. Mr. 
Coe came to this state, settling near Ridge Farm, where he conducted operations 
in agriculture and live stock for many years, and was called from earthly cares 
March 4, 1901, being at  that time the owner of one of the valuable farms of 
the neighborhood, comprising two hundred and sixty acres. Mrs. Coe died in 
1866. There were nine children in their family, of w h m  the four now living 
are: Lafayette; Louisa, the wife of Owen Canaday ; Emma, the wife of Mr. 
Enslow, of Chicago; and Sarah M., the wife of our subject. Those deceased 
are : Virginia, Oralee, Tennessee, Jane, and one child who died in infancy. Three 
children have been born to Mr. and Nrs. Smith, two of whom are living: Sher- 
man E., born September 16, 1895 ; and Arthur R., born February 10, 1901. 

Mr. Smith is an earnest upholder of the principles of the republican party, 
as he believes that those principles best insure the prosperity and continuance 
of popular government. He and his wife are affiliated with the Presbyterian 
church and are active workers in that organization. Their home is without 
question the abode of that peace and comfort, which is a proof of congeniality 
and right living. As a farmer Mr. Smith has greatly prospered and as a citizen 
he is respected not only for his business ability but for his upright personal 
character. 

EVANS, 

Dr. C. H. Evans, who has won an enviable reputation as a skilled and able 
representative of the medical profession in Danville, was born in Danville town- 
ship, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 31st of July, 1875, his parents being Sam- 
uel F. and Helen E. (Jones) Evans. The father, whose birth occurred in Parke 
county, Indiana, passed away on the 9th of November, I=. The mother lived 
here throughout her entire life except three and one-half years spent in the West 
in search of health. She passed away August 4, 1910. She was connected with 
the oId Starr famiIy. Her father owned considerable land southeast of Dan- 
ville, and the property which constitutes the present site of the Soldiers Home 
was in possession of her uncle Dennis Olehy, in the early days. 

Dr. C. H. Evans obtained his education in the public schools of Danville and 
then took up the profession of teaching, being an instructor in the public schools 
of Vermilion county for nine years. Wishing to become a member of the medical 
profession, he entered the Illinois Medical College of Chicago in 1900 and was 
graduated therefrom in March, 1905. After receiving his degree he practiced 
in the western metropolis for six months but since September, IPS, has resided 
continuously in Danville and has won a gratifying patronage. He did not cease 
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to be a student when he left college, but by reading and investigation has broad- 
ened his knowledge and promoted his &ciency, also keeping in touch with the 
onward march of the profession through the interchange of ideas in the Ver- 
milion County Medicd Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the Arner- 
ican Medical Association. H e  has likewise been connected with Lakeview Hos- 
pital. His fraternal relations are with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, the Knights of Pythias and Unity Lodge, No. 344, A. F. & A. M., of 
Perrysville, Indiana In the county where practically his entire life has been 
spent he is well known as a successful young physician and esteemed citizen. 

ROBERT R. RODMAN. 

Robert R. Rodman is serving for the second term as city attorney of Hoopes- 
ton, in which connection he is doing much to sustain the reputation which this 
enterprising little city has long borne for morality and strict enforcement of 
the law. He does not fear to risk his political possibilities by the faithful per- 
formance of duty in behalf of law and order and that he has the support of the 
best citizens is indicated in the fact of his reelection. Vermilion county may be 
proud to number him among her native sons. His birth occurred in Grant town- 
ship, September 16, 1883. 

His father, Samuel A. Rodman, was a resident farmer of Grant township, 
long numbered among the respected and valued citizens of the community. H e  
married Josephine Nelson and unto them were born nine children, of whom 
seven are yet living. William, a native of this county and' now railway mail 
clerk residing in St. Paul, is also a landowner in Canada and North Dakota. 
H e  served as a member of the Fifty-second Iowa Infantry during the Spanish- 
American war and married Miss Louise Davis; Hattie, also a native of this 
county, is at home with her parents; Harry, who married Della Newbern, is a 
farmer residing at Luverne, Minnesota; Oscar is deceased; Frank, who wedded 
Mary Burnison, follows agricuItural pursuits near Alpena, South Dakota; Nellie 
is at home; Walter follows farming on the old home place in Grant township. 
He attended the State University, from which he received a certificate, and is an 
expert judge of horses. 

Robert R. Rodman, reared upon the old homestead farm, pursued his early 
education in the district schools of Grant township and afterward entered the 
Hoopeston high school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1903, 
when twenty years of age. Determining upon a professional career, he took 
up the study of law at the University of Illinois and was graduated with the 
class of 1906. Following his graduation he came to Hoopeston, where he entered 
upon active practice and in 1907 was elected city attorney. So capably did he 
fill the office that on the expiration of his two years' term he was reelected and 
is therefore the present incumbent. His work for the strict enforcement of 
the law has won the commendation of all those who have regard for the fair 
name of Hoopeston. H e  regards his oath of office as something sacred and 
obligatory. At a recent date he was concerned in an attempt to suppress law- 
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lessness among those who do not regard the liquor laws as binding. I t  seems 
that J. Frank Snively and others had induced two boys to fix up a so-called 
"club rwm" and therein gambling and drinking were the principd features of 
entertainment. There was no light in the room from outside, this being fur- 
nished by electric bulbs, and entrance and exit to the rooms were by an out- 
side stairway at  the rear of the building. City authorities became suspicious 
of the place and the city marshal, two of the aldermen and City Attorney Rod- 
man planned to suppress the evil that was there going on. A hole was drilled 
through the brick wall of the basement and this furnished evidence of the char- 
acter of the place. Money was seen to change hands over the gambling table and 
liquors were in constant use. At length a raid was made upon the place with 
the results that arrests and fines followed. It is the intention of the authorities 
of Hoopeston to permit no such lawlessness being carried on and City Attorney 
Rodrnan will push matters to the limit if tangible evidence is furnished him. 
He is an earnest and discriminating student of the law and is making substantial 
progress in his chosen profession, so that there is no hesitancy in predicting for 
him a successful future. Aside from his law practice he is a stockholder in 
the Hoopeston National Bank. 

On the 16th of June, 1910, Mr. Rodman was married in \Vellington, Illinois, 
to Miss Lillias H. McIntyre, a native of Canada, born at St. Johns, New Bruns- 
wick, July 26, 1884, and a daughter of James McIntyre. T'ne young couple are 
sociaIly prominent in the city, where they have many friends. In pditics Mr. 
Rodman is a republican and an earnest worker in the party. His military ex- 
perience has been with Company B of the Third Regiment, Illinois National 
Guard, of which he served as corporal for one year and three months. H e  be- 
longs to the Modern Woodmen of America, is in thorough sympathy with the 
projects of the Commercial Club for the upbuilding and improvement of Hoopes- 
ton and as a member takes an active part in the work of the organization. He 
also belongs to the Vermilion County Bar Association and is a member of the 
honorary law fraternity of the University of Illinois. He attends the Presby- 
terian church and as a young man has made a creditable record, showing that 
he is fearless and courageous in support of his honest convictions and in the 
performance of his duties. Such a man deserves to prosper and should receive 
the support of the public in this connection. 

GEORGE McROALES. 

George McRoales, conducting a well appointed blacksmith shop in Danville, 
was born in Vigo county, Indiana, on the 24th of March, 1866, his parents being 
Hiram C. and Sarah (Guess) McRoales, natives of Virginia. They came to 
Illinois at  an early day, settling in Fayette county, where the father followed 
general agricultural pursuits until called to his final rest in 1878. The death of 
the mother occurred about 1877. Unto them were born eight children but only 
two survive, namely : Lida, the wife of Frank Buckmaster, of Decatur, Illinois ; 
and George; of this review. 
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The latter, who was left an orphan when in his thirteenth year, was thus 
thrown upon his own resources at a tender age. Securing employment as a farm 
hand, he worked by the month for three years, receiving eighty-five dollars for 
his services during the entire period. When a youth of seventeen he became an 
apprentice in a blacksmith shop, receiving a wage of fifty dollars for the first 
year and one hundred dollars for the second year. His apprenticeship covered 
a term of four years and each twelve months his salary was increased by fifty 
dollars. After having mastered the trade he was able to command the regular 
wage of a blacksmith and was employed at that occupation for a few years. He 
then opened a shop of his own at Miller, Nebraska, and conducted the same for 
three years. At the expiration of that period he returned to his old home in 
Danville, Illinois, and, buying the Minning blacksmith shop, has here remained in 
business continuously since. He now furnishes employment to two workmen and 
enjoys a large and gratifying patronage. 

On the 29th of August, 1899, Mr. McRoales was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Maggie Parish, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Sutton) Parish, who were 
natives of Kentucky and passed away in Indiana. They had four children, of 
whom Mrs. McRoales is the only survivor. 

Mr. McRoales has always supported the men and measures of the republican 
party but has not cared for office. His fraternal relations are with Modem 
Woodmen Camp, No. 254, at Danville, while his religious faith is indicated by 
his membership in the Christian church, to which his wife also belongs. He has 
ever been diligent and industrious, and the word fail has had no place in his 
vocabulary. His life, in all of its various relations, has been of such character 
as to command the respect and esteem of those with whom he has been asso- 
ciated. 

GEORGE W. McCRACKEN. 

George W. McCracken, an enterprising and prosperous business m n  of Dan- 
ville, is now extensively engaged in the manufacture of davenports, couches, 
rockers and mattresses of all kinds and has built up an excellent trade which 
extends over four states of the union. He was born in Wailesboro, Indiana, on 
the 23d of February, 1862, and on the paternal side is descended from a good 
old Scotch family that was founded in America during the colonial days and was 
represented in the Revolutionary war. His maternal ancestors were of Welsh 
origin and on coming to the new world first located in Pennsylvania, removing 
thence to Kentucky about the time Daniel Boone settled in that state. His parents 
are Marion and Elizabeth Jane (Whalen) McCracken, who are still living. In 
the spring of 1877 they came to Illinois and located in Vermilion county, but at 
the end of ten years returned to Indiana where they now reside. Throughout 
his active business life the father followed farming but is now living retired. 

During his boyhood George W. McCracken's educational privileges were Iim- 
ited. He was able to go only as far as the sixth grade in the Terre Haute schools. 
He has supplemented the knowledge there acquired, however, by attendance at 
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night school and by home study, so that he is today a well informed man. On 
starting out in life for himself he worked a t  day labor, putting in all his spare 
time after working hours in reading and study. For four years he was thus ~II+ 
ployed and at the end of that time, deciding to learn a trade, he began an a p  
prenticeship as an upholsterer, at the age of seventeen years. For eleven years 
he was employed by Henry M. Kimball at No. 37 North Vermilion street, in 
whose shop he became thoroughly familiar with every department of the u p  
bolstering business. At the end of that time he purchased his employer's estab- 
lishment and for two years carried on the business in connection with a partner, 
but since 1891 has been sole owner of the establishment which he conducted a t  
No. 37 North Vermilion street for several months. His increasing business de- 
manding larger quarters, he then removed to Nos. 20-24 North Franklin street, 
where he has now carried on the business for the past eight years. H e  is today 
the largest manufacturer in his line in Vermilion county and among the largest 
in the state, his specialties being davenports, couches, rockers and mattresses of 
all grades. H e  now employs on an average of from twenty to fifty hands and 
ships his products throughout the states of Missouri, Iowa, Illinois and Indiana. 

I t  was on the 2d of January, 1887, in Danville, that Mr. McCracken was 
united in marriage to Miss Ann Laura Johnson, a native of Thorntown, Indiana, 
and a daughter of Dr. William Johnson of that place. Her parents are both now 
deceased. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. McCracken are: Hazel L., now 
the wife of William H. OyNeil, who is superintendent of a department in her 
father's factory and a resident of Danville; Ruth A. and Esther S., both at home. 

The family hold membership in Emanuel Presbyterian church and Mr. Mc- 
Cracken affiliates with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern 
Woodmen of America, having served as trustee of his camp for twenty-two 
years. His political support is given to the men and measures of the republican 
party, but he has never desired official preferment. Starting in his present busi- 
ness with a cash capital of only one hundred and fifty dollars, the success that 
he has achieved seems most remarkable. He is, however, a very energetic and 
progressive business man and to these qualities and his untiring industry may be 
attributed his success. He is thoroughly reliable in all transactions and has 
become both widely and favorably known in business circles. 

E. H. 'PERKINS. 

E. H. Perkins, who is busily engaged in the operation of a farm of one 
hundred and thirty-two acres on section 2, Grant township, is numbered among 
the substantial and representative agriculturists of the community. His birth 
occurred in Hocking county, Ohio, on the 25th of September, 1866, his parents 
being A. F. and Mary L. (Marston) Perkins, who were natives of Ohio and 
Kentucky respectively. They came to Vermilion county, Illinois, about the year 
1863 and were married here. Following that important event in his life A. F. 
Perkins removed to Cass county, Iowa, where he owned and operated a 
farm for one year. On the expiration of that period he disposed of the p r o p  

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

erty a i d  returned to Illinois, purchasing a farm in Iroquois county and mak- 
ing his home thereon for ten years. He  then sold the place and bought the 
farm which is now being operated by our subject, coiltinuing to reside thereon 
throughout the remainder of his life. His political allegiance was given to 
the democracy and, though not an office seeker, he was widely recognized as 
a most loyal and public-spirited citizen. H e  was called to his final rest on the 
28th of March, I@, passing away in the faith of the Universalist church. His 
widow still survives and now makes her home with her son, E. H., who was 
the only child of their marriage. 

E. H. Perkins was reared under the parental roof and obtained a good prac- 
tical education in the common schools. He was married at  the age of twenty- 
three years and then took charge of the old homestead farm of one hundred 
and thirty-two acres on section 2, Grant township, where he has carried on 
general agricultural pursuits to the present time. The place in its neat and 
thrifty appearance gives evidence of his careful supervision and the well tilled 
fieIds annually yield golden harvests in return for the care and labor which he 
bestows upon them. 

On the 18th of December, 1889, Mr. Perkins was united in marriage to 
Miss Liizie Hunt, who was born in New Jersey on the 7th of September, 1865, 
her parents being Edward and Elizabeth (Clark) Hunt, likewise natives of 
New Jersey. They removed to Indiana in 1867, spending the remainder of their 
lives on a farm in that state. They reared a family of seven children, four of 
whom are yet living. Mr. and Mrs. Perkins have two children, namely: Mary 
Ethel, who is a graduate of the Hmpeston high school; and Charles Almm. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Perkins has sup- 
ported republican men and measures but has not sought office as a reward for 
his party fealty. Both he and his wife belong to the Universalist church and 
their lives are in harmony with its teachings. They occupy an enviable posi- 
tion in the esteem of their neighbors and friends and are widely known through- 
out the community. 

GRANT MARTIN. 

Among the native citizens of Vermilion county representing the second gen- 
eration of the same family born in this county is Grant Martin, a general mer- 
chant of Vermilion Grove, Elwood township. He is a young man but has made 
a commendable start and, being possessed of ambition to forge ahead in the 
world and a goodly amount of energy and common sense, the outlook in his 
favor is very bright. A fair start is half the battle and perseverance and patience, 
both of which he possesses, will go a long way toward the attainment of the de- 
sired goal. Mr. Martin was born May 16, 1871, and is a son of Henry and 
Miranda (Gepheart) Martin, both of whom are now deceased. There were eight 
children in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Martin, six of whom are still living. 

The subject of this review was reared upon the farm and educated in the 
public schools, remaining at  home and assisting in its maintenance until he ar- 
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rived at his majority. Desiring to become independent, he rented a farm and 
conducted the same for thirteen years with varying degrees of success. In 1905 
he removed to Georgetown and for some time worked in a lumberyard, but in 
1908 entered the general mercantile business at Vermilion Grove, in which he 
has since continued with quite satisfactory results. 

In  1892 Mr, Martin was united in marriage to Miss Mary B. Cook, who is a 
native of Ohio and a daughter of William and Catherine (Snyder) Cook. Her 
father departed this life some years ago, but Mrs. Cook is still living in this 
county. They were the parents of seven children. One child has blessed the 
union of Mr. and Mrs. Martin, Blanch, born May 16, 1894, and now a student 
at the academy in Vermilion Grove. 

Mr. Martin is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and accepts 
the principles of the republican party as those best adapted to insure the pros- 
perity and permanent welfare of the republic. He has never sought political 
preferment but for two years served with general acceptance as member of the 
school board. Mrs. Martin holds membership in the Christian church and by her 
thoughtfulness and congeniality has made her ,home, indeed, a place of comfort 
and peace. Mr. and Mrs. Martin are willing and active supporters of all move- 
ments, social or  otherwise, tending to promote the permanent interests of the 
community and as their lives have been thoroughly upright and honorable they 
are recognized as worthy and useful representatives of the best class of citizen- 
ship in this region. 

CHARLES W. SEIWELL. 

Charles W. Seiwell, a passenger conductor, whose long connection with the 
railway service indicated both his capability and his fidelity, was residing at No. 
418 North Hazel street in Danville at the time of his death June 26, 1910. He 
was born in Pekin, Illinois, July 10, 1846, and was a son of Arnold and Sarah 
(Clauser) Seiwell. The father, who was a native of Pennsylvania, came from 
Sellins Grove in Snyder county, that state, to the west in 1833. He was the first 
of the family to come to Illinois, making the trip long before the building of rail- 
roads. In  fact this section of the state was but sparsely settled. I t  was the year 
following the Black Hawk war, when the white race had demonsti-ated their 
supremacy, reclaiming all this region for the purposes of civilization. Mr. Sei- 
well turned his attention t o  general merchandising and to the grain trade. 'Al- 
though he entered land he did not live upon his farm but made his home in 
Pekin, where he superintended h'is commercial interests. He died in 1849, when 
his son Charles was but three years of age. 

The latter acquired 'his education in the schools of Pekin. The mother was 
left with the care of five children and Charles W. Seiwell early started out in 
life, providing not only for his own support but also aiding in the maintenance 
of the family. He was both diligent and handy at all that he undertook and 
although but a boy managed always to have work. He became connected with 
railway interests when but ten years of age, carrying water for the workmen at 
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fifty cents per day. He was afterward promoted to the position of brakeman on 
a freight and mixed train, and continued' railroading until after the outbreak of 
the Civil war, when the country needed his services and he joined the One Hun- 
dred and Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry under Colonel H. H. Dean of the Cum- 
berland Army. He served through the war, being on active duty much of the 
time in Georgia, and never did he falter in his loyalty to the old flag and the 
cause it represeated. 

When hostilities ceased Mr. Seiwell returned to Illinois and for four years 
was identified with merchandising. He  then again resumed railroading and was 
employed as a conductor on a mixed train. He was afterward made passenger 
conductor and ran on the Wabash for thirty years. He was one of the oldest as 
well as one of the most faithful employes, always courteous and obliging to the 
patrons of the road, while at  the same time he carefully looked after the interests 
of the company which he represented. He lost only thirty days in all this time and 
his record was one of which he had every reason to be proud. 

In 1880 Mr. Seiwell was united in marriage to Miss Hattie D. Stevenson, of 
Rushville, Illinois, and unto them were born three children. Ed A., the eldest, 
who is cashier at the electric light plant in Danville, married Miss Nell Yeomans, 
and they have two children, Helen and Charles. Belle occupies the position of 
assistant librarian at Danville and resides at home. Harry S. is a sophomore in 
the medical department of the Chicago University. 

The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Seiwell belonged 
to the Grand Army of the Republic, taking an active and helpful interest in the 
work and progres5 of the local post. He  was well known in Danville and along 
the line of the Wabash and gained many friends among the traveling public as 
well as in the city of his residence. 

GEORGE W. SALMANS. 

Danville has no more prominent representative than George W. Salmans, who 
for over a third of a century has been a member of the bar of Vermilion county. 
He  was born on the 9th of January, 1849, in Vinton county, Ohio, and is a 
representative of one of the pioneer families of that state. His paternal great- 
grandfather was a native of Delaware, but at a very early day removed to Ohio 
and he and his family became actively identified with the development of that 
state. There the grandfather was born but his wife was of Irish extraction, 
her birth occurring in Furmanaugh, Ireland. Our subject's father, George Sal- 
mans, who was a farmer by occupation, was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, 
May 13, 1818. and died on the 23rd of May, 1873. In early manhood he mar- 
ried Mary Rebecca Hudson, whose birth occurred in Baltimore, Maryland, De- 
cember 25, 1820. She died in March, 1871. He? father was also a native of 
Maryland and was the son of a Revolutionary soldier, who took part in many 
of the notable engagements of the war for independence. Our subject's mater- 
nal great-grandmother bore the maiden name of Mary Ebaugh and lived to the 
extreme old age of one hundred and four years. 
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George W. Salmans began his education in the district school in the northern 
part of Vermilion county, and subsequently attended the Evans Union College 
at State Line City, Indiana, for three terms. Having decided to make the prac- 
tice of law his life work, he next entered the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor and was graduated from the law department with the class of 1876. At 
the age of eighteen years he began teaching school in Vermilion county and 
was thus employed at various points for eight years, including several terms in 
Warren county, Indiana. Being admitted to the bar in 1876, Mr. Salmans 
opened an office in Danville and here he has since successfully engaged in 
general practice, handling many of the most noted cases tried in the courts here. 

On the 12th of October, 1876, Mr. Salmans was united in marriage to Miss 
Rachel F. Allison, a daughter of Mark M. Allison, of Alvin, Illinois, and to 
them were born five children: George E., who is now thirty-two years of age 
and is engaged in the real-estate business in Danville; Mira, the wife of William 
Groves and a resident of Chicago; John E., who is assistant superintendent of 
the Metropolitan Life Insuratlce Company at Alton, Illinois; Mark, a com- 
mercial traveIer; and one who died in infancy. The mother of these children 
passed away, and, on the 20th of September, 1892, Mr. Salmans was again 
married, his second union being with Mrs. Addie C. Parks, a daughter of 
Nathan Brady, of Danville. Three children have heen born to them, namely: 
Ruby, now seventeen years of age; Ruth, fifteen years of age; and Fred W., 
fourteen years of age. All are at home with their parents. 

Mr. Salmans' ancestors were ardent abolitionists and on the organization 
of the republican party joined its ranks and have since afTiliated with it. On at- 
taining his majority he, too, voted the republican ticket but later, believing that 
the principles of the democratic party more closely coincided with his own 
views, he has since given it his support. In  the fall of 1896 he was elected to 
the legislature and most capably filled that office for a term of two years. By 
studying the needs of his constitutients he rendered the community valuable 
service and no public trust reposed in him has ever been misplaced. He has 
made a splendid record as a legislator and lawyer and his life has been such as 
to commend him to the confidence and high regard of those with whom he 
has been brought in contact. Fraternally he is a Master Mason and finds 
pleasure in his membership in the blue lodge. 

JOHN L. RANDOLPH. 

John L. Randolph, the proprietor of a general mercantile establishment at 
Humrick, has built up an extensive and profitable trade in this connection.' His 
birth occurred in Kansas on the 13th of July, 1882, his parents being L. A. and 
Martha J. Randolph, who were hm in Ross county, Ohio, and Vermilion county, 
Indiana, respectively. The father, who has now lived in this county for twenty- 
three years, is a well known and highly esteemed resident of his community. 

John L. Randolph, who is the only surviving member of a family of three 
children, attended the common schools in the acquirement of an education H e  

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

remained under the parental roof until twenty-five years of age or until 1907, 
when he started out as an agriculturist on his own account, operating a rented 
farm for one year. In  1908 he embarked in business as a merchant and has 
since conducted a well appointed general store at Humrick. H e  carries a large 
and carefully selected line of goods, is reasonable in his prices and untiring in 
his efforts to please his customers. 

On the 31st of March, 1907, Mr. Randolph was united in marriage to Miss 
Lucy Olive Ross, who was born in Vermilion county in January, 1886, her par- 
ents being George W. and Abigal Ross. The father is a native of Indiana, while 
the mother's birth occurred in this county. Both still survive and make their 
horn  on a farm in Vermilion county. Mrs. Randolph was one of a family of 
eight children and enjoyed the advantages of a high school education. Our sub- 
ject and his wife now have one child, Estelle A., whose natal day was November 
11, 1909. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Randolph has sup- 
ported the men and measures of the democracy and at the present time he holds 
the o&e of township collector. Fraternally he is identified with the Tribe of 
Ben Hur at Humrick. In all the relations of life-business, political or social- 
he has maintained such a high standard of honor =d integrity that he has won 
the respect, good will and confidence of those who, through daily intercourse 
with him, have come to know him well. 

CORNELIUS M. YOUNG. 

Cornelius M. Young, deceased, was for thirty years an honored resident of 
Danville and for the greater part of that time was actively identified with the 
business and industrial interests of the city. He claimed Indiana as his native 
state, his birth occurring in Bmne county, on the 23rd of December, 1845, and 
he was there reared and educated in much the usual manner of country boys. 
His father, Clayburn A. Young, was a native of Tennessee and was educated 
for the ministry at Marysville College, that state. Being very much opposed to 
slavery, he left home at an early age and removed to Indiana, where he engaged 
in farming and also helped in organizing many Presbyterian churches in that 
state. His father was a large landowner and had many slaves, but, owing to 
his opposition to slavery, he refused to accept his share of the estate on his 
father's death. 

Cornelius M. Young engaged in agricultural pursuits during his minority and 
after his father's death, which occurred when he was twenty-one years of age, 
he remained with his mother, carrying on the home farm until she, too, passed 
away six years later. She bore the maiden name of Mary Russell. I t  was in 
1877 that he came to Illinois and two years later he took up his residence in 
Danville, accepting the superintendency of the branch agency for the Howe 
Sewing Machine Company established at  that place. He continued to fill that 
position until their factory was burned and then became traveling representative 
in Illinois and Indiana for the New H o r n  Sewing Machine Company. In con- 
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nection with that business he also conducted a retail store in Danville, but con- 
tinued to travel for twenty-four years, o r  until his health failed and he was 
obliged to retire. During the last four years of his life he was not actively 
identified with any business and on the 19th of December, ~gog,  he passed away. 

Mr. Young was married December 24, 1868, to Miss Alice Welshimer, a 
daughter of Judge Welshimer, of Neoga, Illinois, who served as judge of the 
county court for two terms and as postmaster of Neoga for the long period of 
seventeen years. When the country became involved in civil war. he was one of 
the first to respond to the call for volunteers and was one of the very last soldiers 
to be exchanged at  the close of the struggle, being at  that time confined in Libby 
Prison. He  was a native of Ohio but spent the greater part of his life in Neoga. 
His wife, who bore the maiden name of Julia Pickering, was a native of Vir- 
ginia. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Young are as follows: Julia, now 
the wife of A. G. Johnson, of Danville ; Mary, now Mrs. De Groat, of Duluth, 
Minnesota ; Robert R., a resident of Danville ; and Lola, the wife of A. G. Cock- 
erton, of Danville. 

Mr. Young was long an earnest and faithful member of the Presbyterian 
church, in which he served as a deacon for fifteen years. He was a strong tern- 
perance man and took an active interest in promoting that cause. His fraternal 
relations were with the Modem Woodmen of America. His upright, Christian 
life gained for him the confidence of all with whom he hzd any dealings and it 
is safe to say that no man in the community was held in higher regard. In busi- 
ness affairs he wrought along well defined lines of labor, manifesting intelligent 
appreciation of opportunity, and throughout his entire career displayed habitual 
regard for what is best in the exercise of human activities. 

W. T. LEVERENZ. 

W. T. Leverenz has always resided in Vermilion county, his birth having 
occurred in Danville, November 27, 1873. As the name indicates, he is of Ger- 
man descent. His father, John Leverenz, was born in Germany and when a 
young man came to the United States, making his way direct to Danville. He 
was a hard worker and in the early period of his residence here gave his atten- 
tion to farming. Later he engaged in the saloon business on Main street and 
continued to deal in wines and liquors up to the time of his retirement, conduct- 
ing a well patronized place that brought him a substantial annual return. He 
wedded Mary Hacker, and unto them were born seven children: John, now 
deceased, married Mary Caroline Peters and they have one child, Edna. Christ 
J. married Bertha Drews and they have two children, Clarence and Harold. 
W. T. is the third of the family. Charles G. married Anna Shingles and they 
have six children. Minnie is the wife of Charles Schermeyer and they have 
two sons, Carl and Julius. Josephine is the wife of Herman Bentrap and they 
have one daughter, Henrietta. ' k n a  is the wife of Herman Hosch and they 
have two children. After losing his first wife, John Leverenz married Miss 
Mary Gatterman and they have two children, Erma and Came, the latter the 
wife of Edward Burow. 
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W. T. Leverenz was educated in the German schools of this locality and at 
Q the age of fourteen years learned the trade of cigar making, which he followed 

for ten years. He then turned his attention to the saloon business, in which he 
has since been engaged. H e  was appointed deputy game warden in 1909 and has 
since had charge of Vermilion county in this capacity. He is one of the promi- 
nent sportsmen of the locality but believes in carefully protecting the game that 
no species shall become extinct. 

On the 30th of June, 1897, Mr. Leverenz was married to Miss Emma Strebing 
and they have four children, Gertrude, Ethel, Norma and William T. Mr. 
Leverenz belongs to the Liquor Dealers Association, is a member of the Frater- 
nal Order of Eagles, the Turners and St. John's Evangelical church. 

ALBA HONYWELL. 

Ere a man's life has run its full course the tribute of honor and praise should 
not be withheld him if it truly merited. Encomiums can mean nothing to the 
individual after death but the word of appreciation, if sincerely spoken, will 
bring a glow to the heart and the full satisfaction that one has not lived in vain. 
A revered patriarch of the community, the horologe of time has told off almost 
eighty-nine years since Alba Honywell started upon his earthly pilgrimage. His 
youth indicated little of what the future had in store for him. A review of his 
life shows that he has figured prominently in events which have not only shaped 
the history of his home community but have also had far-reaching effect in 
national affairs. He has lived largely for others as the defender of truth and 
justice, as the enemy of wrong and oppression. He has ever marched in step 
with those who follow the banner of liberty, in opposition to those who seek the 
physical, mental and moral enslavement of the race. Aside from what he has 
done for his home city, his name is perhaps most deeply inscribed upon the pages 
of history because of his early identification with and active support of the 
abolition cause. 

Mr. Honywell was born in Cayuga county, New York, December 15, 1821. 
His father, Enoch Honywell, was born in Westchester county, New York, in 
1787, and of his life a contemporary biographer has written as follows: "His 
education was largely acquired in that county and upon approaching manhood 
he engaged in the manufacture of patent wheel heads for spinning. This proved 
a very paying enterprise. With marked business foresight he realized the future 
of the west and that a man who had enterprise enough to take advantage of the 
opportunities there might attain to a position of marked affluence. Accordingly, 
in 1816, he made his way into Indiana and entered one hundred and-sixty acres 
of wild land, embracing the present site of the city of Terre Haute, where he 
established a home and lived for several years until malaria drove him away. In 
the meantime he engaged in farming and shipping pork, sending his boxes by 
way of New Orleans to New York city, often going with his merchandise him- 
self. He subsequently located in Cayuga county, New York, and engaged in 
chair making, living there until 1836, when he went on a farm in Steuben county, 
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New York, where he made his home until his death in 1887. He  was a man of 
marked mentality and of considerable literary ability. Under more favorable 
circumstances he would have distinguished himself in the world of letters, being 
a ready writer of both prose and poetry. He looked upon life from a broad 
humanitarian standpoint, recognized the influences which were helpful to man- 
kind and those which were detrimental, favoring with fidelity the former and 
working with strong opposition to the latter. He opposed slavery and slave 
tr&c and he also was directly opposed to Masonry and other secret societies. 
He  was an agitator of public thought and influenced the same to a great extent, 
doing his best to arouse the people to a realization of the true situation concern- 
ing elements or interests that were derogatory to the public welfare. He never 
sought poIitica1 office, however, nor desired any honors of such a character. In 
early rnanhood he was a member of the Baptist church but kcoming dissatisfied 
with the faith of the church in regard to the slavery question he left it and be- 
came identified with the Wesleyan Methodist, remaining a devoted member of 
that denomination until his death, which occurred in New York on the 14th of 
January, 1887, when he had reached the advanced age of ninety-nine years. His 
death resulted from an accident. He  had retained his faculties to a remarkable 
degree and even in extreme old age he was a man of marked influence, laboring 
untiringly for the welfare of his fellowmen. An extensive newspaper contrib- 
utor, his views were widely read throughout the country and he also published 
many pamphlets at his own expense. He appealed to the hearts and minds of 
his fellowmen in relation to their ethical duties, and who can measure the in- 
fluences of such a life? Tennyson has said that our echoes 'roll from soul to 
soul' and 'grow forever and forever' and the impetus which Mr. Honywell gave 
to the realization of man's duty is undoubtedly felt today in the lives of those with 
whom he came in contact. He married EIiza Dye, a native of Rhode Island, who 
passed away about 1866, when seventy-four years of age. In their family were 
three children of whom the subject of this review was the eldest. Gilbert Hony- 
well, deceased, was a resident of Schuyler county, New York, while Emma, 
deceased, was the wife of a Mr. Fenna and lived upon the home farm in Schuyler 
county." 

Alba Honywell spent the first twelve years of his life in his native county and 
then accompanied his parents to what is now Schuyler, but was then Steuben 
county, New York. He was reared amid an atmosphere of refinement, of in- 
tellectual activity and of Christian teaching, and the lessons which he learned in 
youth at his father's fireside have borne fruit throughout the ensuing years. 
When he had mastered the curriculum of the common schools, and had done some 
work in an academy, he continued his studies in Oneida Institute, near Utica, 
New York, where he came under h e  immediate instruction of the noted r e  
former and theologian, the Rev. Beriah Green, who was then president of the 
school and later spent several years lecturing on temperance and anti-slavery, - 
while his periodicals concerning reforms were widely read at that time. 

Mr. Honywell took up the active duties of business life as a teacher, being 
connected for some time with the common schools and academies of New York. 
In his early manhood interest centered in the slavery question, the abuses per- 
petrated in the south arousing the people of the north to an opposition that at 
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length resulted in the formation of the abolition party. Mr. Honywell was among 
the first to become actively engaged in this movement and was a delegate to the 
Buffalo convention which nominated James G. Bimey as the abolition candidate 
for the presidency. Later he became a law student in Rochester, New York, 
with the firm of Gilbert & Osborne as his preceptors, and while thus engaged 
made the acquaintance of many eminent men, including Gerritt Smith, William 
Goodell, Alvan Stewart and others interested in the anti-slavery movement. 

Following his removal from Rochester to New York city, Mr. HonyweI! 
becarne editor of the New York Eagle. He there joined forces with the Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery Society and for four years was an associate editor of the 
New York Slavery Standard but ill health at length wmpelled him to relinquish 
all editorial work. He had, during this time, formed the acquaintance of Wen- 
dell Phillips, Fred Douglas, William Lloyd Garrison, James Russell Lowell, 
Sidney Howard Gay and many other men of that time, who, for the sake of 
their principles, suffered ostracism from society but stood unalterable in support 
of the principles in which they believed and the seeds which they planted soon 
bore fruit. Mr. Honywell was actively associated with these men in their 
great work until his duties called him to  other fields. 

On the 14th of April, 1853, he landed from a packet boat at Lafayette, Iro- 
quois county, Illinois, and since that time he has been identified with the ma- 
terial, intellectual and moral upbuilding of this city. H e  invested in one thous- 
sand acres of land in Stockland township and, during the three years in which 
he resided upon that place, made many substantial improvements there and also 
purchased another tract of four hundred acres. While thus extensively en- 
gaged in promoting his agricultural interests he also followed the profession of 
teaching and utilized every available opportunity during this period to advance 
the anti-slavery sentiments, which were already gaining many adherents in 
Illinois. 

In  the spring of 1856 Mr. Honywell started with his family for Minnesota 
but on arriving in Chicago, during Frernont's campaign, became associated 
with the Chicago News, which was edited and controlled by the republican 
element. The winter was passed in Chicago but in the spring of 1857 the fam- 
ily went to Logansport, Indiana, where Mr. Honywell entered upon the pur- 
chase and sale of lumber. H e  also engaged in teaching schooI for several years 
in Logansport and in Lafayette, Indiana, and never for a moment did his in- 
terest in the abolition cause falter nor his efforts cease in the work for its 
support. Feeling developed and intensified in the north and the south and the 
division of opinion over the slavery question at  len,oth involved the country in 
Civil War. Mr. Honeywell was offered the appointment of adjutant in the army 
but circumstances prevented him from accepting it and in 1863 he returned to 
his home in Iroquois county. He  not only capably managed his agricultural 
interests but also did much local service, acting continuously as township super- 
visor until 1869, after which he served for four years as county clerk, retiring 
from the office in 1873. In  1871 he purchased land now included within the 
limits of Hoopeston and having assisted in laying out the town removed his 
family to this place. His efforts were an influential factor in the establishment 
of the Chicago railroad through the town and the growth and development of 
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the city have been largely attributable to his efforts and cooperation. H e  was 
chosen mayor of the city and in the discharge of his official duties looked be- 
yond the exigencies of the moment to the possibilities and the opportunities of 
the future. H e  thus labored for permanent good and his efforts have been 
rewarded. Every movement for the general welfare has received his endorse 
m a t  and his cooperation has been of a most substantial and effective character. 
Continuing successfully the management of his business interests, Mr. Hony- 
well made two subdivisions to Hoopeston and has always controlled tht sale of 
this property. H e  assisted in the organization of the sugar and canning factories 
of this city, expending five thousand dollars to promote those industries without 
receiving return therefrom. Judicious investment in property has made him 
the owner of nearly one thousand acres of land adjoining Hoopeston and the 
improvements which he made upon it not only caused its rise in value but also 
advanced realty of others throughout this community. H e  became one of the 
founders of the National Bank of Watseka and as one of its directors has aided 
in shaping its managerial policy. His real-estate holdings include much land 
in various sections of the country, including Florida, and he frequently spends 
the cold winter seasons in the south. He now has about three thousand acres 
in Iroquois, Vermilion, Cook, Lake and Scott counties of Illinois and in Lake 
and Marion counties of Florida. He owns the hotel at Higiana Springs, In- 
diana, and an elegant summer home at Lake Bluff, north of Chicago, in addi- 
tion to his palatial residence in Hoopeston, and he likewise has investments in 
Cuba. 

Interested in literature from an early age he has ever been a wide and 
thoughtful reader and in the field of authorship his name has also become 
prominent. In his younger days he wrote and staged several plays in which he 
also took part. At one time he was greatly interested in the Pittman system 
of phonetic printing and shorthand. He was editorially associated with An- 
drews and Boyle in 1848 and in the Anglo-Saxon, a New York city newspaper, 
advocating the phonetic refonn and printed wholly in the new type advocated. 
He has written an exhaustive treatise on language, embracing all of its depart- 
ments from elementary phonetics to rhetoric and logic-eleven volumes in all. 
All those questions which have vitally touched the interests of society have 
received his consideration and he has ever been continuously in touch with 
progressive movements. He remained a stanch supporter of the republican party 
until 1884, when, feeling that the cause of temperance was a paramount issue. 
he joined the prohibition party. 

Mr. Honywell has been withal a man of most social and genial nature, at- 
tractive personality and of kindly and considerate spirit. H e  has ever found 
pleasure in dispensing the hospitality of his home to  his many friends. H e  
was mamed in Schuyler county, New York, April 3, 1851, to Miss Cornelia, 
daughter of Dr. Anson Andrews. She was born at Sodus Bay on Lake On- 
tario in 1829 and lived there and in Yates county, New York, until her mar- 
riage. Four children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Honywell: Estella, the 
wife of John C. Cromer; Florence Andrews, the wife of A. H. Trego, of Hoopes- 
ton; Lillie Amelia, the wife of Dr. Thomas Allen Beal, a Methodist clergyman; 
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and Sarah Eliza, the wife of Dr. A. M. Earl, of Hoopeston. The mother of these 
children passed away April 6, rgq.  

Of Mr. Honywell it has been said: "He thoroughly enjoys home life and 
takes great pleasure in the society of his family and friends. Courteous, kindly 
and affable, those who know him personally have for him a warm regard and 
what he has done for the development of this part of the state cannot be over- 
estimated. While he has controlled extensive and important private business 
interests which have continually enhanced his individual prosperity, he has at 
the same time promoted the general welfare and the public success. There are 
few men who occupy as exalted a position in the regard of their fellow towns- 
men and citizens as does Alba Honywell, not because of his splendid success. 
though that would entitle him to consideration for it has been achieved hocor- 
ably and it has also been of financial benefit to the community, indirectly, but 
because of his sterling qualities of manhood, because of his deep interest in the 
oppressed, because of his hatred of vice and his love of all that is good, because 
of his sympathy for his fellowmen who labor under many of the hardships 
of the existing conditions of life. His t h e ,  thought and effort have ever been 
given to the amelioration of such conditions and for this reason he deserves 
the gratitude of his fellowmen." His life has received the Shakespearian crown 
"the blest accompaniments of age-honor, riches, troops of friends." 

WILLIAM S. HELMICK. 

William S. Helmick, who is now so capably and satisfactorily serving as 
sheriff of Vermilion county, was born on the gd of May, IS, near Danville, 
in Oakwood township, a son of T. A. and Malena (Porter) Helmick. During 
his early life the family removed to Kansas, where they spent about six years, 
and in that state he began his education, which was completed in the schools of 
Danville. His first employment was at herding cattle and for some time he 
worked upon a farm in Illinois. At a very early age Mr. Helmick became 
actively identified with political affairs and has exerted a wide influence in local 
politics as a supporter of the republican party. He received the first appoint- 
ment as rural mail carrier at Fithian, in which place he conducted a livery 
st;lE!e for a short time, but for several years has filled various official positions, 
which have required his entire time and attention. For four years he was con- 
stable in Oakwood township and was president of the school board there for 
some time. When elected sheriff he removed to Danville and has since dis- 
charged the duties of that office in a most capable and satisfactory manner. 

On the 8th of February, 1893, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hel- 
mick and Mrs. Nora J. Plotner, a daughter of Daniel H. and Deborah (Can- 
non) Hamson, and to them have been born five children, namely: Wilma, who 
is now attending school; Josephine, who is four years of age; and Jesse, Alva 
and Etta, who are all three deceased. 

Mr. Helmick's religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal church and he is prominently identified with a number of social 
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orders, belonging to the Modem Woodmen of America, the Court of Honor, 
the Improved Order of Red Men, the Eagles and the Turners. Social and 
genial by nature, he makes many friends and to these qualities may largely be 
attributed his success in public life. 

ERNEST X. LE SEURE. 

Among the native citizens of Danville who have become important factors 
in her business development is Ernest X. L.e Seure, who was born in this city on 
the 24th of March, 1864, a son of Prosper and Harriet (Crane) Le Seure, 
honored early settlers of Vermilion county. His father was born in Nancy, 
France, May 26, 1820, a son of Pierre and Anne Le Seure, who brought their 
family to America when Prosper was about ten years of age. They first lo- 
cated in Philadelphia where they remained a short time, and then removed to 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Subsequently the father purchased an estate in southern In- 
diana where he reared his children, giving them good educational advantages 
in the English language. When a young man Prosper Le Seure came to Dan- 
ville where he was soon joined by his brother and together they engaged in 
general merchandising under the firm name of V. & P. Le Seure, conducting 
a large and profitable business. In 1867 Prosper Le Seure sold his interest in 
the store and later embarked in the lumber business in connection with George 
Yeomans, but eventually disposed of his interests to his son-in-law, J. G. Shedd. 
In 1883, in connection with others, he organized the State Bank of which he was 
vice president for some years but eventually retired in 1889 and in the spring of 
1892 removed to Los Angeles, California, where he lived retired. He  was visit- 
ing his children, however, in Danville when he passed away, November 23, 
1897. He was an active member of the Presbyterian church and gave IiberaIly 
to church and charitable work. He was twice married and by his first union 
had three children, two of whom are yet living, Helen L., now the wife of J. 
G. Shedd, who was superintendent of schools in Danville for many years, and 
Oscar, a prominent surgeon of Detroit, Michigan. His wife having died in 
1858, Mr. Le Seure was again married in 1863, his second union being with 
Miss Harriet Crane of Danville, by whom he had one son, Ernest X. of this 
review. 

During his boyhood and youth Ernest X. Le Seure attended the wrnmon 
and high schools of Danville and in 1882 went to Europe where he spent two 
years in travel and study in France and Germany. Returning to his native land, 
he became identified with the banking business in 1884, accepting the positiort 
of bookkeeper in the State Bank, in order to become thoroughly familiar with 
every department of the business. It was not long before he was made as- 
sistant cashier and subsequently was promoted to the position of cashier, in 
which capacity he served until the 1st of January, 1891, when he entered the 
Second National Bank of Danville as assistant cashier. H e  filled that position 
until 1894 when he was made general manager of the Danville Gas, Electric 
Light & Street Railway Company, with which he was connected until they sold 
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out to eastern capitalists in the fall of 1900. Mr. Le Seure then purchased the 
interests of R. D. McDonald and J. S. McFerren in the Sb te  Bank, becoming 
its president on the 1st of December of that year. On the 1st of January, 
191, however, he reorganized the bank, tran.&orming it into the ~anv i l l e  Na- 
tional Bank, of which he has since been president and the principal stockholder. 
Almost his entire life has been devoted to the banking business, with 
which he became thoroughly familiar when a young man, and under his able 
administration the Danville National Bank has become one of the solid financial 
institutions of this section of Illinois. Its policy has ever been such as to com- 
mend it to the public and its officers are men of known reliability and trust- 
worthiness. 

On the 9th of June, 1891, Mr. Le Seure was united in marriage to Miss 
Mabel Frances Cannon, a daughter of Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, and they have 
two children, Virginia and Helen. Since attaining his majority Mr. Le Seure has 
affiliated with the republican party and has always taken an active part in 
political affairs. 

JOHN NUGENT. 

John Nugent, who has resided within the borders of Vermilion county for 
forty-six consecutive years, has lived practically retired during the past decade, 
having won a handsome competence as an agriculturist. He is the owner of 
one hundred and ninety-six acres of valuable land, one hundred and four acres 
thereof being in section I, Catlin township, while the remainder lies in Vance 
township, where he makes his horn. His birth occurred in Indiana on the 21st 
of October, 1837, his parents being Charles and Mary (Pugh) Nugent, who were 
born, reared and married in Shelby county, Kentucky. In 1828 they removed to 
Parke county, Indiana, and several years later took up their abode in Knox 
county, where they continued to reside throughout the remainder of their lives. 

John Nugent was reared to manhood under the parental roof and pursued his 
studies in the common schools. His educational advantages were limited, how- 
ever, for he attended school only during the three or four winter months when 
his services were not required on the home farm. In 1860 he came to Illinois, 
locating in McLean county, where he started out as an agriculturist on his own 
account, first cultivating rented land for two or three years. On the expiration 
of that period he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of railroad land but a 
year later sold his claim. The year 1864 witnessed his arrival in Vermilion 
county and here he has made his home continuously since, first purchasing and 
locating on a farm of forty-eight acres one mile north of Fairmount in Vance 
township. At the end of four years he disposed of the property and bought 
eighty acres of his present farm on section 34, Vance township. As his financial 
resources increased he made additional purchase from time to time until his 
holdings now embrace one hundred and ninety-six acres of rich and arable land, 
one hundred and four acres thereof being in section I, Catlin township. 
Throughout his active business career he has been engaged in diversified farming, 
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winning success as the result of his well directed industry and capable manage- 
ment. During the past ten years, however, he has not. been actively identified 
with agricultural interests, renting his land to his son, Charles W., and his son- 
in-law, William H. McBroom. 

In 1861 Mr. Nugent returned to the Hoosier state for his bride, being mar- 
ried on the 24th of February of that year to Miss Frances Collings, of Parke 
county, Indiana. He brought his young wife to &Lean county and the follow- 
ing year bought his first land. Mr. and Mrs. Yugent became the parents of five 
children, as follows: Mary E., the wife of William H. McBroom, who operates 
a portion of the home farm ; Jane, who gave her hand in marriage to J. G. Rice, 
of Sidell township, Vermilion county; Joseph S., who follows farming in CatIin 
township, this county; Celia A., who is the widow of W. F. Cass and resides in 
Sidell township, this county; and Charles W., who lives on the home farm. The 
wife and mother was called to her final rest on the 12th of December, 18go. 

Politically Mr. Nugent is a stanch advocate and supporter of the republican 
party, believing that its principles are most conducive to good government. The 
cause of education has ever found in him a warm friend and for about thirty 
years he served as school trustee. He has passed the Psalmist's allotted span of 
three score years and ten and his life has ever been such as to win and hold the 
regard and esteem of those with whom he has come in contact. 

HARRY L. FREEMAN. , 

Harry L. Freeman is filling the office of deputy county treasurer. The 
name of Freeman has Iong been associated with puMic service in this part of 
the state for his father was for an extended period an active factor in official 
life. Harry L. Freeman was born in Fairmount, Illinois, in 1865, a son of Al- 
fred C. Freeman, who was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, August 
7, 1833. The grandfather died when the father of our subject was about twelve 
years of age and the latter began clerking in a store in order to  earn his own 
living. In 1856 he came to Illinois, settling on a farm near Fairmount, but in 
1861 he became station agent and postmaster at that place, filling the position 
until 1866. In that year he removed to Danville to accept a position with the 
Wabash Railroad Company in this city, thus serving until 1873. The follow- 
ing year he was elected city clerk, which position he held until 1892, when he 
refused to continue longer as the incumbent in the office, having for eighteen 
years acted in that capacity-a fact which stands in unmistakable proof of his 
ability and fidelity. He was an expert accountant and tax man and for years 
his advice on such subjects was regarded as authoritative and his work on the 
board of review was considered indispensable. He was known as an honest, 
fearless man whose public and private integrity were incorruptible. In 1864, 
in Fairmount, Illinois, he was married to Miss Mary W. Dustin, a daughter 
of Sylvester and MariIla (Wells) Dustin, who came from New Hampshire a t  
an early day. Their son, Edward Freeman, died at Green Bay, Wisconsin, De- 
cember 6, 1901, and the father passed away December 4. 1898. 
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Hany L. Freeman, the other son of the family, was only an infant at 
the time of the removal to Danville, where his education was acquired as a 
public school student. At the age of eighteen years he secured a position in 
the Second National Bank, and later became connected with public service in 
a clerical position in the assessor's and collector's office, with which he was 
connected for four years. On leaving that office he turned his attention to mer- 
chandising at Sidell, Illinois, where he spent eleven years, and in 1899 he re- 
turned to Danville where he took a year's rest. The same year he was ap- 
pointed deputy collector of customs for the Port of Cienfuegos, Cuba, where 
he spent four years with the exception of six months, when he was acting col- 
lector at Jucaro, Cuba. On the expiration of the American occupancy of that 
island he returned home and for the past four years has filled'the office of de- 
puty county treasurer. At one time he was supervisor of Sidell township and 
chairman of the county board. Like his father, he has an unassailable official 
record. He has not only been loyal in the discharge of his duties but also 
prompt, accurate and reliable, until the name of Freeman has come to be a 
synonym for capable and efficient public service in Vermilion county. 

In 1885 Mr. Freeman was married to Miss Jennie W. Jackson, who was 
born in Indianola and in 1885 came to Danville. She was educated in the 
schools of this city and in the Chicago Women's College. Her father, Amos 
Jackson, an extensive land owner and successful stock raiser, died in 1896. after 
having lived in Danville since 1881. His wife, Mrs. Sarah Jackson, still sur- 
vives. Mr. and Mrs. Freeman now have one child, Frances L., who was born 
in 1891 and is a junior in the high school. They also lost a daughter, Anna J., 
who was born in 1887 and died in 1888. The parents are well known socially 
in Dmville and Vermilion county, their many good qualities winning them high 
and enduring regard. Mr. Freeman gives his political allegiance to the republi- 
can party and his position is never an equivocal one where vital questions are 
involved. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons and the Woodmen and 
is in hearty sympathy with the beneficient spirit which underlies those organ- 
izations. His Cuban experience constituted an interesting episode in his life. 
which otherwise has been passed in Vermilion county largely in the discharge of 
duties which have devolved upon him in connection with the public service. 

CHARLES K. LANE. 

Charles K. Lane, a well known representative of the grocery trade, is con- 
ducting one of the leading establishments of the kind in the city, having an 
up-t*date store and carrying a large and complete line of staple and fancy 
groceries. A native of Vermilion county, he was born in Danville township, 
on the 7th of August, 1878, his parents being John K. and Katherine Elizabeth 
(Robinson) Lane. Throughout his active business life the father followed 
farming and meeting with success in his chosen occupation he is now able to live 
retired and enjoy a well earned rest. For fifteen years he served as road com- 
missioner of the county and has always borne an active and prominent part in 
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public affairs. In his family were nine children, namely: Minnie, Margaret, 
Augustus, Jenette, Charles K., Finis, Gertrude, Ruby and Clarence. All are 
still living with the exception of Augustus and Clarence. 

Charles K. Lane attended the public schools of Danville until he completed 
the work of the eighth grade, being about sixteen years of age when he laid 
aside his text-books. His first employment was in the dry-goods store of S. 
J. Barnett as general utility boy and he remained there for about one year, after 
which he accepted a position as driver with the Star Laundry and remained 
with that concern for three years. H e  next worked in various stores and in 
this way became thoroughly conversant with the grocery trade, so that, on the 
8th of January, 1909, he was well qualified to embark in that business on his 
own account. Having saved his earnings, he thus opened a store and has since 
engaged in business, it being today one of the leading grocery establishments 
in the city. Among his patrons are some of the most prominent and wealthy 
citizens of Danville and he has built up a large and lucrative business, which 
is constantly increasing. Mr. Lane's religious belief is manifest by his mem- 
bership in the First Christian church of Danville. H e  takes an active interest 
in the success of the republican party, which he supports by his ballot, but has 
never cared for political honors. I t  is as a business man that he has become 
best known and the success that he has achieved is the result of his own in- 
dustry, economy and good management, for on starting out in life for himself 
he was without capital and has made his own way upward to a position of' 
prominence in business circles through his untiring efforts. 

ALVIN STEARNS. 

Alvin Stearns, an early pioneer of Vermilion county, who departed this life 
August 26, 1890, will be remembered as a citizen whom the entire community 
held in profound respect on account of his unsullied character and his many 
unselfish acts. Coming to this region when he was fifteen years of age, he grew 
to manhood in the county, where he passed the remaining years of his life and 
where he attained unusual success as a farmer and acted as administrator of 
estates-the latter position being one to which he was by nature remarkably 
well adapted. Beginning at the bottom of the ladder financially, Mr. Steams 
became a man of wealth and influence, presenting in his career a striking in- 
stance of the results that may be accomplished by a life of rightly directed effort: 

H e  was born on a farm in Ohio, November 28, 1815. His father, Harvey 
Stearns, was a native of Vermont and removed to New York, where he was 
married to Mary Lockwood. After their marriage they settled in Ohio, where 
he purchased a farm, and there lived until 1832. Believing that more favorable 
opportunities lay westward, Mr. Steams came to this state and located in Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, becoming one of the successful farmers of this region. 
He died November 30, 1847, at the age of fifty-six years, and thirty years later, 
on August I, 1877, Mrs. Steams was called from earthly scenes. 
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The education of Alvin Stearns was begun in a log schoolhouse in Ohio 
and continued at intervals after he arrived at his new home in Vermilion 
county. At the time of his trip westward there were no railroads and only 
the rudest means of conveyance was available. The early routes led through 
swamps where corduroy roads made of logs thrown upon the ground side by 
side permitted the weary traveler cautiously to proceed. Emigrants would 
camp a t  night on the bank of a running stream and much of their subsistence 
was procured through the use of the gun, as wild game abounded in the woods 
and on the prairie. I t  was an ideal land for the hunter, but in many localities 
years elapsed before the soil was brought into a condition of proper cultivation. 
Alvin Stearns and his brother Calvin came on foot from Ohio, driving cows, 
sheep and hogs with which the family could make a start in the new country. 
H e  was early inured to the work of the farm, even traveling thirty or forty 
miles to the mill, carrying a bag of grain behind him on his horse and return- 
ing with flour or corn meal. The nearest market of importance was Chicago 
and farmers delivered their wheat by wagon, conveying on the return trip mer- 
chandise for the country merchants and supplies for the family. 

At twenty-two years of age Mr. Steams was married and began on his own 
account in a log house on his father's farm. As time passed, by diligence and 
economy he accumulated capital and increased his holdings until he owned one 
of the finest farms in the township. He built a handsome residence and in the 
administration of estates gained an enviable reputation for excellent business 
judgment and promptness in all financial matters. Among the estates admin- 
istered by him were the Yount estate, the Lee, Clutter and Hardin estates and 
many others. He served for six years as road commissioner, for twelve years 
as assessor and collector, and for twenty years as school director, filling these 
offices with an ability that met with the general approval of the people. He 
was a stanch republican and for over thirty-five years was an active member 
of the Baptist church, in all his duties evincing an efficiency that yielded practical 
results for the benefit of those concerned. 

On April 12, 1837, Mr. Stearns was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Lee, a daughter of William H. and Rebecca Lee, who came from Ohio to this 
state in 1829 and settled in Vermilion county. They were the parents of eight 
children, Mrs. Stearns being the eldest. She was called to her final rest Jan- 
uary 23, 1887, at the age of sixty-seven years, nine months and four days, and 
on the 26th of August, 1910, her husband passed away. Three children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Stearns: Lawson, who married Amanda Izard and is 
now deceased; Ersom, deceased; and Rocella J. 

Rocella J. Stearns was educated in the common schools and at the Homer 
high school. She grew up in the genial atmosphere of a peaceful home and 
on January 31, 1875, was happily married to Thomas B. Craig, a native of 
Ohio, who came to Vermilion county as a young man early in the '70s. For 
many years Mr. Craig has been identified with agricultural interests and is 
recognized as one of the progressive farmers of his township. H e  is a life- 
long democrat and after reaching his majority served as assessor and collector 
of Homer township, Champaign county. Eight children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Craig: Dale, a farmer of Vance township, who is married and is a mem- 
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ber of the Masonic fraternity; Scott, Claude, Maud, Grover, Mabel, Thomas 
B. Jr., and Alta J., all of whom are at home. Mrs. Craig is a member of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church and socially is a leader in the locality, be- 
ing a lady of fine intellectual ability and of many excellent qualities of mind and 
heart. 'She is the owner of about three hundred acres of the old fanlily home- 
stead and lives in a handsome country residence, which is one of the attractive 
features of the landscape. She has inherited many of the excellent character- 
istics of her worthy parents and has a host of friends throughout the region 
where she has been known during her entire life. 

T. A. HABEL. 

T. A. Habel, engaged in the manufacture and sale of tile at  Henning, is thus 
connected with one of the leading productive industries of the enterprising little 
town in which he is now located. Long experience in this line of business has 
made him thoroughly familiar with the best methods of manufacturing tile, and 
he has been quick to introduce new methods that have improved the quality, so 
that he has placed upon the market a product that has found a ready sale. In 
other connections also he is known as one of the alert and enterprising business 
men and progressive citizens of Henning. His birth occurred in Sunman, In- 
diana, February 24, 1861, his parents being Andrew and Margaret (Coonz) 
Habel. His parents, natives of Germany, sought the opportunities of the new 
world and settled near Cincinnati, Ohio, but afterward removed to Rossville, 
Illinois, where both passed away, their remains being interred in the Rossville 
cemetery. 

T. A. Habel, of this review, pursued his early education in the schools of 
Sunman and afterward attended school in Valparaiso, Indiana. He began the 
manufacture of tile in Potomac twenty-six years ago and subsequently removed 
to Rossville, where he continued in business until coming to Henning, where he 
established the tile factory that he has since successfully operated. He now has 
a well equipped plant, manufacturing tile of various kinds and his product is 
readily sold, for the qaulity is good and his prices are reasonable. 

A quarter of a century ago Mr. Habel was united in marriage to Miss Lizzie 
Dingle, a daughter of Edward and Martha Dingle, who are now residents of 
Rossville, Illinois. Unto this m~rriage were born three children: George, 
twenty-two years of age; Harold, twenty years of age, who is attending school 
in Denver, Colorado; and Ray, who is a member of the navy. Mr. Habel lost 
his first wife and in 1901 he was married to Miss Came Dodson. Their children 
are: Inez, seven years of age, now in school; and Lela, four years of age. 

Mr. Hzbel is a memkr of the Masonic fraternity and the Modem Woodmen 
Camp and he also belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. ~ h e s e  associations 
indicate much of the nature of his interests and the principles that govern his 
conduct. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and his fellow 
townsmen, rewgnizing his worth and ability and his loyalty to the best interests 
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of the community, have elected him to the office of collector of taxes and he was 
also appointed assessor of real estate. He has been elected mayor of the city, 
in which connection he has given a public-spirited and businesslike administra- 
tion, working earnesly for the best interests of the city which is now his home. 
He stands for progress, whether in public life or in the conduct of his private 
business interests, and his life has a t  all times been actuated by principles that 
have caused his record to conform to the highest standards of honorable man- 
hood. 

JOHN R. MOORE. 

John R. Modre, filling the position of deputy county clerk, with office in 
Danville, has been a resident of this city since the 1st of February, 1893. 
Systematic, methodical and accurate, the duties of his position are capably per- 
formed and he has won high commendation in his official service. H e  is a son 
of Rufus S. Moore, who through' living upon a farm in Blount township is 
now retired from active business. His place is situated on the west side of the 
Chicago road, about ten miles north of Danville. He was born in Ohio and 
is a son of Lester Moore, who came from Connecticut and was the founder of 
the family in the west. 

Rufus S. Moore was educated in the Buckeye state and when a young boy 
started earning his own living. For some time he was a page in the Ohio legis- 
lature, but when a young man made his way westward to Chicago, where he 
was connected with his brother in the match business. While thus engaged a 
very severe explosion occurred in the factory and as the result thereof Mr. 
Moore was an invalid for a number of years. He then returned to Ohio, but 
afterward again came to  Illinois in the '40s. He was a wagonmaker by trade 
and finally settled in Attica, Indiana, but afterward came to Danville, where 
he conducted manufacturing interests for a time. Later he purchased a farm 
and turned his attention to  general agricultural pursuits. After a useful and 
well spent life he passed away June 15, 1910, in his eighty-fourth year. 

On the 1st of January, 1856, Rufus S. Moore was united in marriage to 
Miss Filena Rowley, a representative of a prominent family of this part of the 
state, and unto them were born seven children, of whom five are now living, 
William R., Albert S., Emma R., U. Elmer and John R. 

The last named was reared to farm life, early becoming familiar with the 
labors necessary to keep the soil in good condition and gather rich crops. He 
acquired his early education in the district schools of the neighborhood and 
through the summer months worked on the farm. His early educational privileges 
were supplemented by a course of study in the Northern Indiana Normal School 
a t  Valparaiso, in which he subsequently pursued a commercial course and was 
graduated in 1892. On the 1st of February, 1893, he accepted a position in the 
otfice of the county clerk, being appointed deputy, in which connection he has 
since served. 
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On the 30th of January, 1895, John R. Moore was united in marriage to 
Miss Ida A. Ashworth, and they have two children: Miriam and Edward, now 
both in school. Mr. Moore belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Woodmen of the World and the Red Men, while his father is a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the Methodist Episcopal church. The 
name of Moore as borne by father and son has long been an honored one in 
this locality. Both have stood for good citizenship and for that which is most 
progressive in community affairs, and all who know them speak of them 
commendably. 

CHARLES M. CESSNA. 

Charles M. Cessna, one of the successful agriculturists and live-stock men 
of Vermilion county, was born in Champaign county, Illinois, January 20, 1869. 
H e  is the son of William Cessna, a native of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, 
where he was born November 7, 1822. The father moved with his parents to 
Ohio and grew up in Trumbull, later Mahoning county. There he learned the 
tanner's trade and also became a brick and stoze mason. H e  lived in Stark 
county, Ohio, and Marshall county, Indiana, until 1868, when he removed to 
Champaign county, Illinois, and finally settled in Vermilion county, where he 
became one of its foremost farmers. Mr. Cessna was twice married, his first 
wife being Sarah Jane Hawkins, of Stark county, Ohio, who was called away 
September 15, 1864. She was the mother of five children: John W., Sarah 
Amelia, Ella, Martin and William L. D. On January 29, 1865, Mr. Cessna 
was married to Mrs. Lucina (Martin) Melser, who was the mother of two children 
by her first husband. Three children resulted from her second marriage: 
Rosa I., Charles M., and Mary M. William Cessna retired from active farm- 
ing in 1905 and removed to H m e r ,  where he continued until his death, May 25, 
1908, at the age of eighty-six years. He was an honorable, industrious and pro- 
gressive citizen, a kind husband and father, and a man who through life in- 
spired many to strive for financial independence by the same means by which 
he accomplished i t-th rough self -denial and wise management. The beloved 
wife and mother is still living and resides in Homer. 

The subject of this review was reared on the home farm, where he obtained 
a thorough training in all the details of agriculture and stock-raising. He re- 
ceived his book education at a neighboring district school. After laying aside 
his books, he devoted his entire attention to the farm and at twenty years of 
age the home farm of three hundred and twenty acres was turned over to 
his management. He continued to operate it until 1901, devoting a great deal 
of attention to the breeding and raising of live-stock, in which he was signally 
sriccessful. In 1901 he removed to Homer and began as a live-stock buyer, 
conducting his operations upon an extensive scale for nine years and squiring 
a reputation as one of the best buyers in this part of the state. In the spring 
of 1910 he returned to the f a m ,  of which there was originally one hundred 
and twenty acres but which had now grown to two hundred and forty acres and 
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had been provided with a handsome and commodious residence and all the facil- 
ities recognized by the up-to-date farmer. This beautiful farm Mr. Cessna 
has traded for a farm of three hundred and twenty acres in Clark county, 
Ohio, located near Springfield, the county seat, and is said to be one of the best 
improved properties in t5at county and to contain the finest farm residence in 
the Buckeye state. Mr. Cessna will occupy his new home in the spring of 1911. 
His proposed departure from the region, where he has lived so long and where 
he has been so favorably known, is greatly regretted by the entire community. 

On the 10th of February, 1892, Mr. Cessna was united in marriage to Miss 
Stella Witherspoon, of Vance township, this county, a daughter of William 
P. Witherspoon, now a resident of Patoka, Indiana. Four children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Cessna: Charles R., Esther L., Florence E. and William 
H,. all of whom are living at home. 

Mr. Cessna is an earnest supporter of the principles of the republican party 
and has served in a number of responsible public positions, among which may 
be named that of drainage commissioner of his district for the past six years: 
H e  has also served as a member of the board of education of Homer, and a 
member of the board of aldermen, in the latter capacity being largely instru- 
mental in securing the paving of the streets of Homer. H e  is a member of 
Brilliant Lodge, Knights of Pythias, at Homer; the Masonic fraternity; and the 
Modern Woodmen of America. H e  and his wife are identified with the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church and are among the foremost in all movements of the 
church or community that tend to make easier the way or lighten the cares of 
those less fortunate than themselves. Mr. Cessna enjoys in a high degree the 
respect and confidence of many friends and acquaintances and is known as a 
man of unusual energy, perseverance and ability, who generally accomplishes 
what he sets out to do and is alway governed by a high sense of honor in his 
dealings with his fellowmen. 

WILLIAM S. DILLON. 

Among Vermilion county's native sons who in the years of manhood have 
become active factors in advancing her substantial development is William S. 
Dillon, now so efficiently serving as county surveyor. H e  was born in George- 
town, on the 26th of April, 1868, and is a worthy representative of an honored 
pioneer family, his grandfather being Luke Dillon, who came here at an early 
day. His father, George Dillon, was also a native of Georgetown and in early 
life followed the occupation of farming. When the Civil war broke out he put 
aside all personal interests, however, and enlisted in the One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry and during his service was wounded. 
After the war he served as circuit clerk and recorder for twelve years and was 
also a member of the board of supervisors and justice of the peace in Danville 
for a number of years. I t  will thus be seen that he took a very active and promi- 
nent part in public affairs and at his death, which occurred in 1891, the com- 
munity realized that it had lost a valued citizen. In early manhood he married 
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Miss Desdemona MartinJ who was also born in ~ e o r ~ e t o k ,  and they became the 
parents of eight children, six of whom are living, our subject being the third in 
order of birth. More extended mention of the family is made on another page 
of this volume in connection with the sketch of the father, George Dillon. 

Being only a year old on the removal of his parents to Danville, William S. 
Dillon was reared and educated in this city, attending the public schools and 
later working in the postoffice for some time. On resigning that position he 
went to Central America in 1892, spending five years in Nicaragua. At the end 
of that time he returned to Danville and has since made his home in this city. 
On the 7th of December, 1908, he was elected county surveyor, which position 
he was well qualified to fill, having fitted himself for such work by private study 
and previous experience in surveying and civil engineering for a number of 
railroads. He still holds that position and has discharged the duties thereof in a 
most satisfactory and capable manner. 

In 1902 Mr. Dillon was united in marriage to Miss Florence Jenkins, a native 
of Missouri, and they have become the parents of two daughters, Sophia and 
Teresita. Mmost his entire life has been passed in this county and he has gained 
an extensive circle of friends, who entertain for him high regard, while he en- 
joys the respect, confidence and good will of all with whom he has come in 
contact. 

ROY D. SMITH. 

Roy D. Smith, a prosperous and energetic young farmer of Love township, 
is the owner of one hundred and fourteen acres of rich and productive land on 
sections 15 and 22. He is numbered among the worthy native sons of Vermilion 
county and his parents were I. D. and Melissa (Glick) Smith. The father was 
a son of George and Elizabeth (Hester) Smith, who came to this county at an 
earIy day and here spent the remainder of their lives. On the 2d of October, 
1883, in Vermilion county, I. D. Smith wedded Miss Melissa Glick, whose natal 
day was February 4, 1860. Her parents, Aaron and Lucinda (Brenklinder) 
Glick, came to this county in 1869 and here continued to reside until called to 
their final rest. Their children were nine in number, Mrs. MeIissa Smith being 
the youngest. Following his marriage I. D. Smith purchased the farm on which 
his widow and son Roy still reside, being actively and successfully engaged in 
its operation until the time of his demise, which occurred on the 12th of October, 
1894. His remains were interred in the Yankee Point cemetery and in his pass- 
ing the community lost one of its most substantial and esteemed citizens. His 
widow yet resides on the old homestead farm, owning one hundred acres thereof. 
She enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance here, having won the warm regard 
and friendship of all with whom she has come in contact. - By her marriage she 
became the mother of three children, as follows: Jesse E., who is mentioned 
on another page of this work; Roy D., of this review; and one who died in in- 
fancy. 

Roy D. Smith was reared on the home farm and early gained practical knowl- 
edge of the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops. He now owns 
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one hundred and fourteen acres of land on sections 15 and 22, Love township, 
and operates a part of his mother's farm in co'nnection with his own. His labors 
in the fields are annually rewarded by bounteous harvests of golden grain and he 
well deserves recognition among the substantial and enterprising agriculturists 
of the community. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Smith chose Miss 
'Almeda M. Newland, who is likewise a native of Vermilion county and whose 
parents still survive, residing on a farm in Elwood township, this county. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have always lived within the borders of Vermilion county 
and the hospitality of the best homes is cordially extended to them. 

HOWARD PUGH. 

Howard Pugh, who has devoted his attention to general agricultural pur- 
suits throughout his entire business career, owns one hundred and ten acres of 
rich and arable land on sections 35 and 36, Love township. His birth occurred 
on the farm where he now resides, his natal day being January 24, 1869. His 
parents, Granville and Lydia (Thompson) Pugh, were natives of Ohio and In- 
diana respectively. The father was but a little lad of six years when brought to 
this county in 1830, coming down the Ohio river on a flatboat and landing at  
Eugene, Indiana. With the exception of one year's residence in Iowa he made 
his home here throughout the remainder of his life, following the pursuits of 
farming and stock-raising as a means of livelihood. His political allegiance was 
given to the republican party, while his religious faith was indicated by his mem- 
bershp in the Friends church. His demise, which occurred on the 28th of April, 
1898, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret, for he had gained many 
friends during the long years of his residence here. His widow, who still sur- 
vives, is now in the seventy-fifth years of her age and makes her home at Ridge 
Farm, V e d l i o n  county. Their children were eight in numiher, seven of whom 
are yet living. 

Howard Pugh remained under the parental roof until he had attained his 
majority, when he took up the profession of teaching, acting as an instructor 
for three years. Since abandoning educational interests he has given his time 
and energies exclusively to general agricultural pursuits and in association with 
his wife now owns a farm of one hundred and ten acres on sections 35 and 36, 
Love township. He has brought the place under a high state of cultivation and 
improvement and the well tilled fields annually yield golden harvests in return 
for the care and labor which he bestows upon them. 
. On the 19th of September, 1894, Mr. Pugh was united in marriage to Miss 

Mattie Lee Long, who was born in this county on the 16th of September, 1872, 
her parents being Levi F. and Martha J. (Keene) Long. The father's birth 
occurred in Vermilion county, while the mother was a native of Parke county, 
Indiana. Their marriage was celebrated in this county. Levi F. Long spent his 
entire life on the farm where he was born, passing away in December, 1 9 5 ,  
and being laid to  rest in the Bethel cemetery. In politics he was a stalwart Jack- 
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sonian democrat. His wife was called to her final rest in January, 1899, her 
remains being likewise interred in the Bethel cemetery. Unto them were born 
eleven children, six of whom are yet living. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Pugh have 
been born five children, namely: Cloyd L., whose natal day was June 28, 1895 ; 
Ralph L., whose birth occurred on the 26th of June, 1902 ; Granville T., who was 
born on the 9th of January, 1904; Martha J., who first opened her eyes to the 
light of day on the 12th of September, I@; and Mildred Grace, who was born 
January 24, 1908, and passed away on the 25th of January, 1908. 

In politics Mr. Pugh is a stanch republican but the honors and emoluments 
of office have never had any attraction for him. He belongs to the Court of 
Honor and is likewise affiliated with the United Presbyterian church, of which 
his wife is also a member. They have always lived in Vermilion county and are 
well known and highly esteemed within its borders, the circle of their friends 
being almost coextensive with the circle of their acquaintances. 

SIDNEY BUHL. 

Seven years after Chicago was incorporated as a city Sidney Buhl entered 
upon life's journey there, his birth occurring in the future metropolis of the west 
on the 4th of October, 1842. His youthful days were passed. in Cook county, 
but during much of his life he has been a resident of Danville. His parents were 
Charles and Eliza N. (McComeghy) Buhl. The name indicates the German 
ancestry of the family, the grandfather of our subject having come from Ger- 
m n y  and cast in his lot with the early settlers of Butler county, Ohio. Charles 
Buhl was born in Butler county, and became one of the prominent citizens 
of that locality. In early life he became interested in the manufacture of hats 
and caps and was one of the first in Chicago to engage in that business, estab- 
lishing a factory on the south side of Lake street, which was then the business 
center of the city. 

Sidney Buhl began his education in the early schools of Chicago, but when he 
was in his eighth year his father removed with the family to a farm of seven 
hundred acres in Cook county, which he purchased and which remained the 
family home for ten years. On the expiration of that period they came to Dan- 
ville and the father turned his attention to general merchandising in the old 
Opera House block. Sidney Buhl was then about eighteen years of age and 
became the active assistant of his father in the management and conduct of the 
store, with which he was connected until after the outbreak of the Civil war. 
Fired with patriotism and love of country, he offered his services to the govern- 
ment, enlisting as a private of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry. The regiment was 
assigned to the army of the west and he remined at the front for three years 
and two months, participating in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg 
and other important engagements which constituted turning points in the progress 
of the war. He served as an orderly on the staff of General Sherman and did 
duty at  Natchez, Mississippi, and in Louisiana. Company A, to which he be- 
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longed, also acted as body guard to General Grant. On the expiration of his term 
of service Mr. Buhl was mustered out as a sergeant and returned to Danville. 

Following the close of the war Mr. Buhl became connected with the grocery 
business and was continuously connected with mercantile interests until his re- 
tirement to private life. He sought success in the legitimate lines of trade, nor 
feared to venture where favoring opportunity *led the way. In  the course of 
years he built up an extensive business that was to him a gratifying source of 
profit and permitted him about fifteen years ago, in March, 1895, to retire from 
active life. 

On the 13th of November, 1872, Mr. Buhl was married to Miss Sarah Myers, 
a daughter of Eli and Anna (Kearns) Myers, who came to Illinois from the state 
of Pennsylvania. Their only child, Georgia, who attended school at Alton, Illi- 
nois, became the wife of Edward Shutts and died several years later, leaving 
two children, Dorothy B. and Hubert. 

Mrs. Buhl is a member of the Presbyterian church and some years ago Mr. 
Buhl served as a member of the Roselawn board of trustees. A residence in 
Illinois for sixty-eight years has made him an eye witness of many of the events 
which have shaped the history of the state and have marked its progress. He 
can remember Chicago when it was a small town with comparatively little indus- 
trial or commercial importance. H e  saw Danville when it bore little appearance 
of the present attractive city and as the years have gone by he has rejoiced in 
the progress that has been made, for he believes that onward should be the watch- 
word in public affairs as well as in private interests. 

GEORGE LEVANT HARROUN. 

Although one of the younger representatives of the legal profession now 
practicing at  the bar of Vermilion county, George Levant Harroun has already 
attained an enviable success in his chosen calling. He is a native of Illinois, his 
birth occurring in Crescent City, Iroquois county, September 13, 1878, and is 
a son of Frederick L. and Ella (Stockwell) Harroun, who now make their home 
at Watseka, Illinois. The father was born in New York but in the late '50s 
came to Illinois and settled in Iroquois county where he engaged in agricultural 
pursuits for many years but is now living retired in the enjoyment of a well 
earned rest. 

George Levant Harroun obtained his primary education in the schools of 
Onarga, Illinois, and later pursued a collegiate course a t  the Northwestern Uni- 
versity from which he was graduated in 1903. Later he entered the law depart- 
ment of the same institution and was graduated therefrom in 1907. It was in 
the following year that he opened an office in lhnville and, although he has 
been in practice here for only a brief period, has already secured a good clientage. 
H e  has won his success by reason of close application and careful preparation, 
without which advancement in the law is never secured. He has continued his 
reading and study, familiarizing himself with principle and precedent, and has 
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gained an intimate knowledge of the law whereby he is enabled to try in a capable 
manner any case that is liable to be brought before the courts of the district. 

On the 25th of December, 1905, Mr. Harroun married Miss Ann Elizabeth 
McClellan of Monona, Iowa, a daughter of Percival W. McClellan of that place. 
Religiously Mr. Harroun is a Presbyterian and in his social relations is identified 
with the Delta Upsilon and Delta Phi societies and also with the Modem Wood- 
men of America. His political support is ever given to the men and measures 
of the democratic party but he finds no time to enter actively in politics, as his 
professional duties claim his entire attention. His devotion to his clients' in- 
terests is proverbial and at  the bar he has made a record which places him among 
the ablest lawyers of Vermilion county. 

AARON DALBEY. 

Aaron Dalbey, a venerable and highly esteemed citizen of Vance township, 
is numbered among the few remaining old settlers here and has resided on his 
present farm of seventy-two and a half acres for more than forty years. His 
birth occurred in Clinton county, Ohio, on the 25th of April, 1831, his parents 
being James and Sarah (Sewell) Dalbey, who came to Vermilion county in 
1843, locating on the old state road in Vance township. The father was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new home, however, his demise occumng in Octo- 
ber of the same year. The mother subsequently gave her hand in marriage 
to James Elliott and passed away about 1885. Our subject is the only surviv- 
ing child of his parents and as he has no children of his own, he is now the only 
living representative of the family. 

Aaron Dalbey was but twelve years old at  the time of his father's death and 
was thus thrown upon his own resources at an early age. He worked for 
William Davis for two years and then spent three years in the employ of Alvin 
Steams. On the expiration of that period he returned to Clinton county, Ohio, 
but at the end of a year again came to Vermilion county and for some time 
worked at  various occupations. He split rails, chopped cord wood and herded 
and drove cattle, making seven trips with cattle and driving them through to 
eastern Ohio. H e  took one drove of cattle to Lexington, Kentucky, during 
the winter of 1863-4 and his experiences in those troublous times were such that 
he has often asserted that he would not have undertaken another such trip 
for the whole state of Illinois. In 1854 he  wedded Miss Martha E. Custer, a 
daughter of Jacob Custer, of Vance township, the former o m e r  of Mr. Dalbey's 
present home farm. Following his marriage our subject took up general agri- 
cultural pursuits and has been identified therewith continuously since. In Au- 
gust, 1862, he enlisted for service in the Union anny as a member of Company 
E, Seventy-third Illinois Regiment. On the 8th of October, 1862, he was shot 
through the body at the battle of Chapman Heights at Perryville, Kentucky, the 
minnie ball entering his bowels and passing out at the back. He was confined in 
the hospital at  Perrysville from the 10th of October until the 1st of November, 
when he was transferred to the hospital at New Albany, Indiana, from which 
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he was discharged on the 25th of January and sent home. On the 18th of Oc- 
tober, while in the hospital at Perryville he  requested the surgeons to write 
a letter telling the folks at home that they would see him in two months and was 
told that he had only from five to fifteen minutes longer to live. His wound 
was such that it incapacitated him for work and he has never been able to do 
any arduous labor since. H e  also had two brothers who loyally defended the 
interests of the Union at the time of the Civil war. Albert, who was a member 
of Company C. Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment, was severely wounded in the 
battle of Stone River. William H., who belonged to the Sixty-third Regiment 
was killed at Columbia, South Carolina, while accompanying Sherman on his 
march to the sea. His death was a very tragic one. He was assisting in ernpty- 
ing barrels of captured Confederate powder into the river when an exploding 
shell ignited the powder, throwing him many feet in the air and landing him 
in the middle of the river with two barrel staves blown entirely through his body: 
In this condition he swam to shore and then expired. 

As before stated, the home farm of Aaron Dalbey embraces seventy-two 
and a half acres and has been his place of abode for more than forty years. 
For the past fourteen years he has suffered from partial blindness and is un- 
able to read. H e  had no children of his own but reared a cousin of his wife, 
Mary Jane Custer, whom they took into their home at the age of eleven 
months. She remained with them until called to her final rest at the age of 
forty-four years. Mrs. Dalbey died on the 14th of April, 1907, passing away 
in the faith of the Presbyterian church, of which she had been a lifelong member, 

Mr. Dalbey is a stanch republican in politics, having ever supported the 
party which was the defense of the Union during the dark days of the Civil 
war. He still maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through 
his membership in Homer Post, No. 63, G. A. R. He  is now in the seventy- 
ninth year of his age and well merits the respect and esteem which are uniformly 
accorded him. 

T. J. HOLLINGSWORTH. 

The name of T. J. Hollingsworth appears an the list of Vermilion county's 
honored dead. He  was for a long period identified with mercantile interests' 
in Bismarck and while his enterprise contributed to his success, his honorable 
methods also gained for him the respect and confidence of all with whom he 
came in contact. His birth occurred south of Newport in Vermilion county, 
Indiana, September 26, 1840. His parents, Hezekiah and Elizabeth (Aldridge) 
Hollingsworth, were both natives of Ohio, and unto them were born four chil- 
dren, but all are now deceased. 

T. J. Hollingsworth was reared in his parents' home, his youthful days be- 
ing spent upon the farm, while his early experiences made him familiar with 
the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops. H e  was only n ine  
teen years of age when he was first married, Miss Elizabeth Smith becoming 
his wife. She died four years later, leaving two children: Alice, now the wife 
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of Lincoln Rogers; and Otis, who died when ten months old. On the 28th of 
October, 1888, Mr. Hollingsworth was again married, his second union being with 
Miss Mary C. Lowe, who was born in Vermilion county, Indiana, December 8, 
1846- Her parents were Richard and Hannah Jane (Moody) Lowe, who were 
natives of Ohio, whence they came to Indiana, where they lived for some time, 
and then removed to Vermilion county, Illinois, where their remaining days 
were passed. Their family numbered four children: Mary C., now Mrs. 
Hol!lngsworth ; Edmond, a resident of Montana ; Isaac, deceased; and P. M. 
now living in Bismarck, Illinois. 

Mrs. Lowe was one of the first settlers of Danville, taking up her abode 
here when there were only two small stores in the town. She was employed 
in the home of Dr. Lemon, who was then the only physician in Danville. 

Following his second marriage Mr. Hollingsworth engaged in farming for 
six years and then removed to Bismarck, where he turned his attention to general 
merchandising, becoming the proprietor of the store which his widow is now 
conducting with the assistance of her brother, Peter Lowe. She also owns a 
good residence and a brick store building, which is twenty-six by fifty feet. In 
addition to this property she has likewise five lots in the city. 

Mr. Hollingsworth manifested good business ability and keen discernment 
in the control of his cominercial interests. H e  was watchful of every indication 
pointing to  success and his enterprising spirit and persistency of purpose enabled 
him to overcome all the difficulties and obstacles in his path. Moreover, in all 
of his business dealings he was honorable and straightforward, and in every 
relation of life commanded the good will and trust of those who knew him. He  
died August 5,  1908, and was laid to rest in Rose cemetery. 

In assuming charge of the business left by her husband, Mrs. Hollingsworth 
has displayed excellent ability and executive force. She holds membership in 
the Christian church and is a lady of many admirable qualities, whose friends 
in this part of the county are almost as numerous as her acquaintances. 

RUFUS G. HENDERSON 

Rufus G. Henderson, conducting a boarding stable in Danville, was born in 
Elwood township, Vermilion county, in 1877. His father, Richard Henderson, 
was born in Vermilion county in 1837, and made farming his life work. He  
wedded Martha Milholland, who was born in 1835, and they became the parents 
of seven children, of whom two died in infancy, the others being: John F., who 
married Emma E. Lynch and has three children, their home being in Humrick. 
Illinois ; Charles A., a farmer living near Ridge Farm, who married Belle Turner 
and has three children; Almina. at  home; and Loretta, deceased. 

Rufus G. Henderson, the other member of the family, is indebted to the 
public-school system for the early educational privileges which he enjoyed. Later 
he pursued a course in Brown's Business College. He worked upon a farm uqtil 
about five years agc, his father owning a good tract of land in Love township. 
On leaving the farm he came to Danville and was employed in the livery stable 
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of Joe Massing for two years. H e  afterward spent a year in the service of the 
American Express Company as driver and two years in the office and on the 
expiration of that period he purchased the livery barn of Joe Massing. He 
conducts the only exclusive boarding barn in the town and, on a limited scale, 
he also rents out horses and buggies. 

In  his political views Mr. Henderson is a republican and finds in the party 
platform the principles of government which he deems most essential for the 
progress and welfare of the country at large. He is connected with the Tribe 
of Ben Hur, holding his membership in Hurnrick, and his fanoily are members of 
the Presbyterian church. He is not afraid to work and the energy which he is 
displaying in the conduct of his business affairs is bringing to him substantial 
success. 

EDWARD BUY. 

The mercantile interests of Danville find an enterprising and successful 
representative in Edward Buy, the proprietor of a well equipped grocery es- 
tablishment at No. 1301 East Main street. His birth occurred in Danville on 
the 17th of July, 1868, his parents being Fred and Mary (Stuebe) Buy, both 
natives of Germany. The father emigrated to the new world in 1857 and made 
his way direct to Danville, here securing employment as clerk in a store. When 
the Civil war broke out he enIisted for service as a Union soldier and after 
peace had been declared he again worked as clerk in a store. In the late '60s 
he embarked in business on his own account as a grocer, his store being located 
on the present site of the office of the traction company. At the present time 
he lives retired on a tract of land northwest of Danville, enjoying in well earned 
ease the fruits of his former industry. The period of his residence in Vennilion 
county covers more than a half century and he is well known within its borders 
as a most respected and substantial citizen. Mr. Buy of this review is one 
of a family of four sons and four daughters, the other children being as fol- 
lows: Jennie, now the wife of Robert Koch; Karl; William; Lula, the wife of 
Carl Walker; Harry; Mamie, who gave her hand in marriage to Edward At- 
wood ; and Alice. 

In his youthful years Edward Buy received the advantages of a public school 
education, attending the d d  Washington school in Danville. After putting 
aside his text-books he lived on a farm for three years and on attaining his 
majority came to Danville, here securing employment in the general store of 
Robert Koch. Subsequently he became a partner of that gentleman and they 
conducted business successfully for a period of seven years. At the end of that 
time he became the sole proprietor of a store on Fairchild street and in 1905 
changed his location to East Main street and Bowman avenue. He next erected 
his present fine quarters at No. 1301 East Main street, where he has conducted 
business since 1908. He carries a large assortment of staple and fancy grocer- 
ies, fresh meats, fish and poultry, and enjoys an extensive trade by reason of 
his straightforward business methods and earnest desire to please his customers, 
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Mr. Buy has been married twice. In 1892 he wedded Miss Lulu White, 
by whom he had three children: Fred, Louis and Howard. The wife and 
mother passed away on the 28th of October, 1905, and on the 1st of August, 
1906, Mr. Buy was again married, his second union being with Miss Veerah 
Kable, by whom he has a daughter, Geraldine. 

Politically Mr. Buy is a stanch advocate and supporter of the principles 
of the prohibition party, taking an active part in the fight against the liquor 
traffic. H e  was at  one time candidate for assessor on the prohibition ticket. 
His fraternal relations are with the Modern Woodmen, while his religious faith 
is indicated by his membership in the Bethany Presbyterian church, in which 
he is serving as elder and trustee. H e  enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance 
in the county where his entire life has been spent and is entitled to a foremost 
place among its upright, respected and representative citizens. 

CARL CHRIS BLANKENBURG. 

Carl Chris Blankenburg is one of the younger representatives of the Dan- 
ville bar. H e  was born in this city, June 20, 1888, a son of Christian L. and 
Emma (Decker) Blankenburg. The paternal grandfather, Wilhelm Blanken- 
burg, was born a t  Lichterfelde, Germany, on the 24th of June, 1824, and in his 
native land was married to Miss Dorothea Torgah, who was born in the same 
place, on the 12th of September, 1812. H e  was the youngest of three brothers, 
the others being Gottlieb and Friederich Blankenburg. The family had settled 
in Lichterfelde, near Eberswalde, in the latter part of the seventeenth century 
and the descendants of the two brothers of the grandfather are still living in 
that part of the country. 

Christian L. Blankenburg, the father of Carl C. Blankenburg, was born 
in Eberswalde, Germany, in 1850, and was one of a family of eight sons and 
one daughter, as follows : Wilhelm and Frederick, now deceased ; Gottlieb, who 
is living in Danville; Ernest and August, who are also residents of this city; 
Louisa, the widow of George Rust, a resident of the state of IVashington; 
Christian, L., Louis and Ferdinand, all three of whom are deceased. Of these 
Christian L. Elankenburg came to the United States in 18@, when a young 
man of about nineteen years. He was married in 1877 to Miss Emma Decker, 
who was born in Ohio in 1854, a daughter of Jeremiah and Amanda (PVey- 
gandt) Decker, both of whom were natives of Ohio. . The latter was one of a 
family of eleven children, eight sons and three daughters, namely: Isaiah, now 
deceased; Amanda, who has also passed away; Russell Bigelom; Hj-menius; 
George, who is deceased; Richard Tecumseh, Amy and IVilliam, who have all 
departed this life; Louis; Zibah, deceased; and Lavinia. Of these children Rus- 
sell Bigelow Weygandt served for three years in the Civil war, participating in the 
battle of Gettysburg. Hymenius was also a soldier, became ill and was sent home. 
Of this family Amanda Weygandt became the wife of Jeremiah Decker. As 
stated, their daughter Emma Decker was married in 1877 to Christian L. Blank- 
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enburg. His death occurred January 10, 1891, and in 1904 his widow be- 
came the wife of George Allen, of Danville. 

Carl C. Blankenburg pursued his education in the public schools of Danville, 
passing through consecutive grades until he became a high-school student. 
Turning upon the practice of law for his life work, he was graduated from the 
law department of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in ~gog, at the 
age of twenty-one years, and the same year was admitted to the bar both in 
Michigan and in Illinois. In March, 1910, he began practicing in Danville, 
having an office in the second National Bank building, and has made a good 
start in his chosen calling. He is recognized as a young man of strong men- 
tality and undoubtedly will win success in a profession which calls for close 
analytical reasoning. H e  belongs to the Methodist church and his friends speak 
of him only in terms of high regard. 

LEITZBACH, 

Dr. -4. J. Leitzbach, a well known and successful physician and surgeon of 
Fairmount, has here practiced his profession continuously for the past twenty- 
three years. His birth occurred in Robertsville, Connecticut, on the 3d of Au- 
gust, 1862, his parents being Nicholas and Elizabeth (Esslinger) Leitzbach, both 
natives of Germany. The father came to this country in early manhood, while 
the mother was but a girl when brought to the United States by her parents. 
Their marriage took place at Winsted, Connecticut. NichoIas Leitzbach was 
a cabinetmaker by trade and for a number of years worked at that occupation 
in the employ of the Camp Manufacturing Company, furniture manufacturers 
of Robertsville, Connecticut. During that period he acquired a farm in Kansas 
and in 1885 sent his son, Edward H., to look after his property interests there. 
Being well pleased with the country, the later remained in the Sunflower state 
and this fact largely influenced Nicholas Leitzbach to likewise establish his home 
in the west. Moreover, he had a daughter in Michigan and his son, A. J., 
had also located in this part of the country. At Humboldt, Kansas, in asso- 
ciation with his son, E. H., he was successfully engaged in the furniture manu- 
facturing business for several years or until the time of his retirement. E. H. 
Leitzbach then abandoned manufacturing interests and is now conducting an 
extensive mercantile enterprise, carrying a general line of furniture, pianos, 
boots, shoes, etc. H e  is one of the leading merchants of Humboldt. where his 
father is still living in honorable retirement. His mother was called to her final 
rest December 19. 1891. 

A. J. Leitzbach was reared under the parental roof and obtained his early 
education in the Robertsville schools and in the graded schools of Riverton. 
Subsequently he entered the State Normal College at New Britain, Connecticut, 
being graduated from that institution with the class of 1882. He was then 
offered and accepted the principalship of the Riverton schools and for two years 
acceptably filled that responsible position. During the period of his connection 
with educational interests he took up the study of medicine, reading under the 
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preceptorship of Dr. John W. Bidwell, of Winsted. Dr. Bidwell was the old 
Leitzbach family physician and it was largely through his instrumentality that 
our subject became identified with the medical profession. In the fall of 1% 

Dr. Leitzbach entered the Bellevue Hospital Medical College of New York 
city, completing the prescribed course in 1887. Following his graduation he 

\ 

rode with his preceptor for a few months and subsequently traveled through 
Virginia, Michigan, Ohio and other states in search of a favorable location- 
In the early fall of 1887 he settled in Fairmount, Vermilion county, Illinois, 
and this town has since remained the scene of his professional labors. His 
practice is now of an extensive and important character, having continually 
grown as he has demonstrated his skill and ability in the line of his chosen 
vocation. Through his membership in the Vermilion County Medical Society 
and the Illinois State Medical Society he keeps in close touch with the progress 
made by the profession. 

In 1893 Dr. Leitzbach was united in marriage to Miss Clara K. Daughe- 
the youngest daughter of James A. Daugherty, now deceased, who was formerly 
one of the well known farmers of Vance township. They now have two chil- 
dren, Elizabeth L. and Maude Louise. 

Dr. Leitzbach was one of the organizers of Fairmount Lodge, No. 1863; 
M. W. A., and has acted as medical examiner since the time of its organization. 
He is possibly the only man who is identified therewith under like conditions, 
neither paying dues nor carrying insurance. H e  acts as elder and trustee of the 
Presbyterian church, of which his wife is likewise a devoted member. In pro- 
fessional circles he enjoys an enviable reputation, while the salient character- 
istics of his manhood are such as have brought him the warm regard of those 
with whom he has been otherwise associated. 

ROBERT CLEMENTS, M. D. 

The medical fraternity finds a worthy representative in Dr. Robert Clements, 
who for the past five years has successfully engaged in practice in Danville. A 
native of Illinois, he was born in Carbondale, September 12, 1877, and is a son 
of Isaac Clements, who was born in Indiana and came to this state in the early 
'60s. Being admitted to the bar, the father engaged in practice in Carbondale 
for m,any years and became one of the most prominent and influential men in that 
part of the state, being called upon to serve two terms as a congressman from 
his district. In June, 1899, he was made governor of the Danville branch of the 
Soldiers Home and most creditably filled that position until his death, which 
occurred on the 31st of May, 1909, when he was seventy-three years of age. 
He was an honored veteran of the Civil war, having served in the Ninth Illinois 
Regiment, and while fighting for the preservation of the Union was wounded 
several times. In early manhood he married Miss Josephine Nutt, a native of 
Centerville, Indiana. More extended mention is made of this worthy couple on 
another page of this volume. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



648 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

Reared in this state, Dr. Clements attended the public schools and also the 
Southern Illinois Normal School, from which he was graduated in 1898. The 
following two years he was a student at the Northwestern University and then 
entered upon the study of medicine, graduating from the medical department of 
that institution in 1905. Having received his degree and license to practice, he 
located in Danville and has since been regarded as one of the leading representa- 
tives of his profession in Vermilion county. His fraternal brothers recognize 
his ability and he is today an honored member of the Physicians Club and the 
County, State and National Medical Societies. He is also a prominent Mason, 
belonging to the blue lodge, chapter and council. 

In November, 1906, Dr. Clements was united in marriage to Miss Carolyn 
Prest, a native of Chicago, and they now have a little daughter, Virginia Jose- 
phine, who was born September 26, 1907. During their residence in Danville the 
couple have made a large circle of friends and the hospitality of many of its 
best homes is extended to them. 

HIRAM W. ROSS. 

Hiram W. Ross is now largely living retired, although he gives personal 
supervision to his property interests. He was born near Rossville, in this county, 
on the 8th of November, 1843, and is a son of Joseph T. and Minerva (Ticknor) 
Ross. His paternal grandfather was John Ross, who was born in Pennsylvania 
and at an early day removed to Kentucky, whence he came to Illinois in 1830, 
locating on Stony creek in Vermilion county, a mile and a half from what is now 
Danville and near the present site of the Soldiers Home in Danville township. 
From that time to the present representatives of the name have taken an active 
and helpful part in the work of progress and improvement here. 

Joseph T. Ross, the father of our subject, was born in Mason county, Ken- 
tucky, May 31, 1810, and when a young man came to Vermilion county looking 
over the country. On his return to his native state he persuaded the family to 
settle here. On the 8th of September, 1833, he married Miss Minerva Ticknor, 
a daughter of James Ticknor, who came to this county in 1824 or 1825 and located 
two and a half miles from what is now the public square in Danville. Her father 
taught the first school in the county at what was called Butler's Point, just north 
of where the town of Catlin now stands. 'After the death of his first wife Joseph 
T. Ross was again married May 24, 1849, his second union being with Amanda 
Jane Black. His third wife was Olive Ann Morton, to whom he was married 
April 12, 1857. He purchased the old Ticknor homestead and became one of the 
wealthiest farmers of the county, being the second largest sheepraiser within its 
borders. His death occurred on the 18th of June, 1887. 

Hiram W. Ross was educated in the schools of this county and through the 
period of his youth also aided in the work of the fields, devoting the summer 
months to such tasks as were required of him in the cultivation of the oid home 
farm. After attaining his majority he purchased the old homestead comprising 
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three hundred acres, situated about two and a half miles south of the court house. 
For a considerable period he then devoted his time and energies to  developing 
the farm and added to it modem equipments and the latest improved machinery. 
Subsequently he retired, putting aside the more active duties of life. He has to 
some extent engaged in the real-estate business since locating in DanviIle and is 
the owner of good property not only in this city but also in the south and west. 
He is likewise interested in copper mining and his various holdings bring to him 
a good revenue annually. 

On the 22d of March, 1872, Mr. ROSS was married to Miss Matilda A. Smith, 
and unto them have been born five children, of whom two died- in childhood. 
Those living are: Carrie, now the wife of Albert Shults ; Roberta, a graduate 
of the Danville high school; and Hiram E., who is also a graduate of the Dan- 
ville high school and is now pursuing the medical course in the Northwestern 
University at Chicago. 

Mr. Ross is entitled to wear the Grand Army button from the fact that he 
is a veteran of the Civil war. He responded to the country's call for troops in 
1862 and served nearly two years as a member of Company B, One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which company his brother James 
T. was also a member, k i n g  in the service for three years. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church and has guided his life according to its teachings. 
His record measures u6 to the full standard of honorable manhood and those 
who know him recognize in him a citizen whose loyalty to the public welfare 
has never been questioned, while his integrity and honor in the private aEairs of 
life are mtters  familiar to all with whom he has been associated. 

JOHN W. PAYNE. 

John W. Payne, the owner of two hundred and ten acres of valuable land in 
Love township, devotes his time and energies to the pursuits of farming and 
stock-raising with excellent results. His birth occurred in Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, on the 30th of June, 1848, his parents being John and Mary A. 
(Eshelrnan) Payne, who were likewise natives of the Keystone state. In 1854 
they removed to Maryland, continuing to reside in that state throllghout the 
remainder of their lives. Th,eir union was blessed with three children, all of 
whom are yet living. 

John W. Payne acquired a common-school education in his youthful years 
and remained at home until he had attained the age of twenty-two. The year 
1870 witnessed his arrival in Vermilion county, Illinois, and here he first worked 
as a farm hand for some years. Subsequently he devoted his attention to the 
operation of a rented farm for two years, on the expiration of which period he 
purchased forty-four acres of land on section 1 4  Love township. At the end 
of two years he disposed of the property and removed to Maryland, where he 
made his home for two years. Returning to this county, he bought a tract of 
sixty acres of land and was busily engaged in its cultivation for twelve years. 
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He then sold thirty acres thereof and purchased the farm on which he now 
resides. His landed holdings embrace two hundred and ten acres in Love town- 
ship and in the conduct of his agricultural interests he has won a well merited 
measure of success. He makes a specialty of raising and feeding hogs and this 
branch of his business adds materially to  his income. 

Mr. Payne has been twice married. On the 11th of September, 1881. he 
wedded Miss Laura Sanders, a native of Vermilion county, who passed away 
here in 1887. Unto them were born four children, namely : John B. and Henry 
E., both residents of this county; and A. E. and Franklin, both of whom are 
deceased. In  1888 Mr. Payne was again married, his second union being with 
Miss Minnie Owens, a native of Carroll county, Maryland, and a daughter of 
Dr. John H. and Amanda E. (Wickard) Owens, who were also born in that state. 
By his second wife Rfr. Payne had nine children, as follows : Fulton 0. ; Charles 
E. ; Donna B. and Mary A., both of whom have passed away ; Roy A. ; Ida Ruth ; 
Freda Irene; Julie Pearl ; and Clara W. 

Politically Mr. Payne is a stanch advocate and supporter of the principles of 
the republican party. H e  has served as commissioner for a period of eleven 
years and has also acted in the capacity of school director. His fraternal rela- 
tions are with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Ridge Farm. He  serves 
as an  elder in the Presbyterian church, of which his wife is also a devoted mem- 
ber. His life has been well spent and those who know him entertain for him 
warm regard by reason of the fact that he has made good use of his oppor- 
tunities and has always been fair and honorable in his relations with his fellow- 
men. 

CHARLES MAIER. 

Charles Maier, who is now at the head of a successful and growing business, 
has spent his entire life in Danville, his birth here occurring on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1873. His father, Gottlieb Maier, was a native of Germany, born in Wit- 
tenberg, April 28, 1840, and was reared and educated in the schools of his native 
land. H e  there learned the tanner's trade, at which he continued to  work until 
coming to the United States in 1866, when he located in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Subsequently he spent some time at various places in Ohio, his attention being 
devoted to his trade. While a resident of Loudonville, Ohio, he was united in 
marriage to  Miss Fredericka Schauweker, a native of Alsace, now a province of 
Germany, who was brought to America by her parents during her infancy. In 
the summer of 1873 they came to Danville, where Mr. Maier embarked in busi- 
ness as a dealer in hides and leather on East Main street, but ten years later he 
removed to West Main street, carrying on business there until his death, which 
occurred on the 24th of April, 1910. He had long survived his wife, who passed 
away in Danville in 1884. A democrat in politics, he took a very active and in- 
fluential part in public affairs and was called upon to serve as alderman of the 
second and fourth wards for three terms. H e  also filled the office of highway 
commissioner and in 1907 was the candidate for mayor on the democratic ticket. 
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As a business man he was enterprising, industrious and persevering and to these 
characteristics may be attributed his success. He was prominent both in political 
and social circles, belonging to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Turners. In  his family were five 
children, namely : Emma, now the wife of John Nungesser, of Danville ; Cora, 
the wife of Albert Goetz, of Chicago; Charles, of this review; Gus, a resident 
of Schenectady, New York ; and Frank, who died in 1893 at the age of seventeen 
years. 

During his boyhood and youth Charles Maier pursued his education in the 
public schools of Danville and on laying aside his text-books joined his father in 
the leather business in 1891. He  continued to assist in carrying on the enterprise 
until his father's death, when he assumed control and is now at the head of the 
business, with which he had previously become thoroughly familiar. He is wide- 
awake and thoroughly up-to-date in his methods and already occupies an enviable 
position among the prosperous business naen of the city. Fraternally he is iden- 
tified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

HERBERT S. GUY. 

The business interests of Danville find an enterprising and progressive 
rehresentative in Herbert S. Guy, who is now successfully engaged in the ab- 
stract business here. A native of Vermilion county, he was born in Hoopes- 
ton, on the 18th of July, 1875, and is a son of Charles V. and Ellen E. (Bales) 
Guy. The father, who was also engaged in the abstract businss for some years, 
was born in Ohio, June 25, 1848, and came to this county about 1850, here 
spending the remainer of his life. He died on the 23d of February, 1904, but 
the mother, who was a native of Georgetown, Illinois, is still living and now 
makes her home at 426 Oak street, Danville. 

Herbert S. Guy obtained his preliminary education in the public shools 
of this county and after attending the Danville high school entered the State 
Normal University, where he pursued his studies for some time. He  was also 
a student at the Illinois Wesleyan University and was graduated from the lat- 
ter institution in 1897 with the degree of LL. B. As an attorney at law he be- 
gan practice in Danville in 1897, but at the end of a year accepted a position 
with the Danville Democrat, continuing in their office for about two years. 
Since then he has devoted his entire time and attention to the abstract business 
and has so conducted his affairs as to gain desirable success. H e  has become 
an expert in this line and has established a very large and satisfactory business. 

In Danville, November 23, 1899, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Guy 
and Miss Marie Dragoo, a daughter of Charles Dragoo, who was one of the 
pioneers of Douglas county, Illinois, and now a resident of Camaqp. One 
child has been born to them, Charles Victor Herbert, whose birth occurred April 
23, 1903. At national elections Mr. Guy usually supports the men and measures 
of the democratic party but votes independently at local elections, supporting 
the candidates whom he believes best qualified to fill the offices. He is a worthy 
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member of the First Church of Christ and in his social relations is identified 
with the Tribe of Ben Hur, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Knights 
of Pythias. H e  also holds membership in the One Hundred Thousand Club 
and belongs to the Lincoln Baseball League. H e  is a great lover of all out- 
door sports and during his college days was quite an athlete, participating in 
all the games, and since his graduation his interest in all manly sports has never 
flagged. That his life has ever been upright and honorable is indicated by 
the fact that the associates of his boyhood and youth are still numbered among 
his stanchest friends and admirers, and he well merits the high regard in which 
he is uniformly held. . . 

WILLIAM E. RUSSELL. 

The success that has crowned the efforts of William E. Russell has come 
to him through his own well directed efforts. He was born in Danville on the 
5th of February, 1867, and is a son of Albert Bradley and Samantha (Graves) 
Russell, both of English descent and representatives of old New England 
families whose members participated in the Revolutionary war. His paternal 
grandfather was among the prominent early settlers of Vermilion county and 
was for a time in charge of the land office in Danville. He came to this city 
from Connecticut and in subsequent years served as grand master of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge of Danville. Our subject's maternal grandfather, Green Graves, 
was also an honored pioneer of this county and was a farmer by occupation. 
Albert Bradley Russell, our subject's father, was born in Danville on the 8th 
of April, 1836, and here spent his entire life, passing away February 16, 1910. 
His widow is still living and continues to make her h m e  in Danville. 

The public schools of Danville afforded William E. Russell his early educa- 
tional privileges and his business training was begun as an employe in the 
woolen mills of this city, which he entered at the age of about fourteen years 
and remained for about a year. His next employment was with Benjamin 
Davies in the retail grocery business, but at the end of a year he commenced 
learning the carriage painting trade with the Danville Buggy Company and con- 
tinued to follow that occupation for about ten years. At the end of that period 
he embarked in business on his own account as a carriage and wagon painter, 
his son Louis A. Russell, succeeding to the business, which he still carries on 
as a sign painter. About fifteen years ago Mr. Russell turned his attention 
to real-estate operations and since 1904 has devoted his entire time and atten- 
tion to that business, handling a large amount of property both of his own and 
for other parties. H e  now has a large clientele and has bought and sold land 
in many of the states of the Union. He is thoroughly familiar with real-estate 
values, and, being well posted, has so conducted his business as to gain sub- 
stantial profit in his transactions. 

Mr. Russell was married on the 8th of June, 1886, to Miss Emma Brasier, 
a daughter of Wesley and Angeline Brasier, who for thirty-five years w e n  
residents of Danville. Her father is now deceased but her mother is still 
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living. Mr. and hlrs. Russell have become the parents of three children, 
namely : Louis A,, born February 4, 1887; Frank G., born October 11, 1888, 
and now in the employ of the American Bank at Danville; and Harry W., born 
March 19, 1S92. 

Mr. Russell holds membership in the Third Church of Christ and is also 
affiliated with the Modern .I4Toodmen of America, while his political allegiance 
is given to the democratic party. He  has sought success in legitimate lines 
of trade wherein he has given evidence of sound judgment, keen sagacity and 
unfaltering diligence. Moreover, his business integrity has ever been above 
question and he has proved himself a wise and successful business man as well 
as a genial, honorable and highly respected gentleman. 

ROSCOE P. DONOVAX, M. D. 

Dr. Roscoe P. Donovan is meeting with a high degree of success in the prac- 
tice of medicine at 'Alvin. H e  is yet a young man but this seems no bar to his 
ability nor to the success which he has attained. He has been a close and dis- 
criminating student of the science of medicine and his correct application of its 
principles is manifest in the excellent results which follow his professional 
labors. 

A native son of Illinois, he was born at  La Place on the 3d of January, 1885, 
his parents being J. D. and Narcissus (Driskell) Donovan. The father is a na- 
tive of Kentucky, his birth having occurred at  Antioch, where he pursued his 
early education in the public schools. He afterward engaged in teaching for sev- 
eral years but ambitious to advance along intellectual lines, he entered the Louis- 
ville University at  Louisville, Kentucky, from which he was graduated on the 
completion of the regular course in medicine. Having thus qualified for prac- 
tice, he entered upon the active work of the profession and at the time of the 
Civil war he went to the front as a surgeon. He is now practicing in Loving- 
ton, Illinois, and his ability is indicated in the extensive patronage accorded him. 
Unto him and his wife have been born nine sons and two daughters, as follows : 
Mrs. IV. R. Lee, of Lovington, Illinois, aged forty-six years; Miss Lora 
Donovan, who died in 1893, of typhoid fever, at  the age of sixteen years; Dr. 
J. H. Donovan, of Windsor, aged forty-four years; 2. A. Donovan, an attorney 
of Decatur, aged forty-two years; Dr. C. J. Donovan, of Waynesville, aged 
forty years; Dr. H. V. Donovan, of Cerro Gordo, Illinois, aged thirty-eight 
years; Dr. 0. P. Donovan, of Oreano, Illinois, aged thirty-two years ; Dr. W. P. 
Donovan, of Rantoul, aged thirty years; Dr. Sam Donovan, of Dewey, aged 
twenty-seven years; Dr. Roscoe P., of Alvin, aged twenty-five years; and Loyd 
Donovan, of Lovington, aged twenty-two years. The parents have given to 
each of their children musical training along with their medical education. 

Dr. Roscoe P. Donovan, who is next to the youngest of this family, began 
his education in the schools of Lovington, passing through consecutive grades 
to his graduation from the high school. Later he went to St. Louis when seven- 
teen years of age and there studied until graduated from the St. Louis College 
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of Physicians and Surgeons with the class of 1906. His preparation for the medi- 
cal profession was thorough and comprehensive and he entered upon practice 
at Loogootee, Illinois,' well qualified for the onerous duties which devolve upon 
the physician and surgeon. H e  continued at that point for a year and a half 
and then removed to Bondville, Illinois, where he remained for sixteen months. 
At the end of that time he came to Alvin and has been very successful in estab- 
lishing himself in his professional work here. He is careful in the diagnosis of 
his cases and keeps thoroughly abreast of the times in all that pertains to the 
practice of medicine. Anything that tends to bring to man the key to the com- 
plex mystery which we call life is of interest to him and his work in this connec- 
tion is proving satisfactory to the many who retain his professional services. 

On the 20th of June, 1907, Dr. Donovan was married to Miss Ora Schlack, 
a daughter of J. E. and Rosa Schlack, of Windsor, Illinois. They are prominent 
socially, the hospitality of the best homes of Alvin being cordially extended them. 
Dr. Donovan belongs to the Modem Woodmen camp and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows and both he and his wife are members of the Christian church. 

CHARLES E. JONES. 

Charles E. Jones, a prosperous citizen and representative agriculturist of 
Vance township, there owns and operates an excellent farm of one hundred 
and ninety-five acres. His birth occurred in Dubuque, Iowa, on the 9th of Xo- 
vember, 1853, his parents being William Raper H. and Penninnah (Coon) Jones, 
who were born, reared and married in Ohio. The father, being of a roving dis- 
position, lived at different places for some years after his marriage, spending 
the time principally in Illinois. The property which is now in possession of his 
son, George T. Jones, and which is situated near Conkeytown, Vermilion county, 
was the eleventh farm which William R. H. Jones owned and is the place where 
his demise occurred. He made his money largely through specl-ilatiorr 
in farm lands, being a man of keen discrimination and sound judgment. On 
the 17th of March, 1891, when about seventy-one years of age, he was called 
to his final rest. His wife passed away at the age of fifty-four years. He read 
broadly and thought deeply, keeping well informed on all current topics. He was 
a lifelong subscriber of Harper's publications and similar papers. His political 
allegiance was unfalteringly given to the republican party and, though not an 
office seeker, he became an influential factor in its local ranks. Both he and his 
wife belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church and their lives were in consis- 
tent harmony with their professions. 

Charles E. Jones was reared under the parental roof and attended the com- 
mon schools in the acquirement of an education. Subsequently he taught for six 
months in his own district, imparting clearly and readily to others the knowl- 
edge that he had acquired. On abandoning educational interests he became iden- 
tified with agricultural pursuits, beginning the operation of a rented farm when 
twenty-two years of age. At the end of two years, in 1877, he purchased one 
hundred and fifty-three acres of his present place in Vance township, where he 
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has made his home continuously since with the exception of one year's residence 
in Danville. His holdings at  the present time include his home farm of one 
hundred and ninety-five acres, a quarter section of land in Michigan and five 
residence properties in Danville. His undertakings as an agriculturist have been 
attended with a gratifying measure of success and he has long been numbered 
among the substantial and respected citizens of the community. 

On the 24th of December, 1874, Mr. Jones was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary A. Stearns, a daughter of Harrison Stearns, who was a prominent farmer 
of Oakwood township, Vermilion county, and one of the earliest settlers of tfiis 
part of the state, coming to this county from Ohio by wagon in 1835- He en- 
tered a tract of land from the government, erected a log house and made his home 
therein until he had accumulated sufficient capital to build a frame structure, 
which remained his place of abode throughout the remainder of his life. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jones were born nine children, eight of whom are yet 
living, as follows: Xettie E., the wife of Coll >IcPherson, of Wabash county, 
Illinois; Herman P., who follows farming in Vance township; Harrison H., who 
is a resident of Jamaica township, Vermilion county; Penninnah A., who is the 
wife of Dr. J. W. O'Haver and lives in Danville. Illinois; Carrie P., who is the 
widow of Earl R. Baird and makes her home in Fairmount, this county; Turner 
E., who operates the home farm; and Lennie A. and Marguerite, both at home. 

Mr. Jones is a stanch republican in politics but has never sought nor desired 
office as a reward for his party fealty. For six years, however, he served as a 
member of the school board. He  was a deacon in the Baptist church for sev- 
eral years and his wife is also a consistent member thereof. He is a gentleman 
of genial disposition and courteous manner and has other sterling qualities which 
command the friendship and regard of those with whom he is brought in contact. 

JOSEPH F. GEDDES. 

Joseph F. Geddes, who is now actively identified with the real-estate inter- 
ests of Danville, owes his success entirely to his own efforts. He began his 
business career without a dollar and has prospered through his industry and good 
management. His record of intelligently directed labor and carefully formu- 
lated plans constitutes an example that is indeed worthy of emulation. He was 
born in Ash Grove, Iroquois county, Illinois, on the 22d of March, 1865, and is 
a son of James M. and Emma 2. (Young) Geddes. The father was a native 
of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, but at  an early day removed to Defiance, that state, 
and later to Steuben county, Indiana. I t  was in 1854 that he first came to Illinois 
and settled in Momence, but a few years later became a resident of Ash Grove, 
Iroquois county. A farmer by occupation. he has devoted his entire life to that 
pursuit. In early manhood he married Miss Emma Z. Young, who was born in 
Fountain county, Indiana, her father being engaged in farming near Covington, 
that state, for several years. 

The early education of Joseph F. Geddes was supplemented by one year's 
study a t  Valparaiso, Indiana, where he completed the teacher's course, and by 
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one year at  Eureka College, Eureka, Illinois. He was given a thorough train- 
ing on the farm, but, as he did not care to engage in agricultural pursuits as 
a life work, he began teaching and for several years successfully followed that 
profession in the public schools of this state. Subsequently he was employed 
as a commercial traveler for some years and then turned his attention to the real- 
estate business, in which he is now engaged, with offices at No. 408-10 Odd Fel- 
lows building, in Danville. 

On the 17th of February, 1895, Mr. Geddes was married in Danville to Miss 
Martha V. Randall, a daughter of Jonathan and Catharine C. Randall, who were 
engaged in farming southeast of this city. One son blessed this union, James 
Madison, who was born July 24, 1903, in Danville. In his political viem hlr. 
Geddes is a stalwart republican but has never been a politician in the sense of 
office seeking. Fraternally he is identified with the Modern LVoodmen of 
America and socially is connected with the One Hundred Thousand Club. His 
religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Church of Christ and his life 
is exemplary in all respects. H e  ever supports those interests which are calcu- 
lated to uplift and benefit humanity by his own high moral ~vorth. IYhatever 
he undertakes he accomplishes, for he possesses resolution, perseverance and re- 
liability and these qualities have caused him to be enrolled among the best citizens, 
of the county. 

NEWTON 14. SHIELDS. 

For two years Newton H. Shields has been prominently identified with the 
development of Danville as a contractor and builder. He was born in TTerinilion 
county on the 8th of March. I%%, and on the paternal side is of Scotch-Irish 
ancestry, his grandfather being the founder of the family in -4nmerica. He set- 
tled in Ripley county. Indiana, ancl later became one of the wealtl~y residents of 
that section. John Shields, our subject's father. was born in Ohio and in early 
life engaged in farming, his home being south of Fairmount in T7ermilion county. 
After a useful and well spent life he passed away on the z ~ s t  of January, 1887, 
but his wire, who bore the maiden name of Mary J. Dowers, is still living. 

Newton H. Shields is indebted to the public schools of Dan\-ille for his edu- 
cational advantages and on putting aside his test-boolis he began learning the car- 
penter's trade with Cl~arles Gillispie. contractor and builder, for 1vho111 he worked 
about three years. At the end of that tirne he entered the service of the Chicago 
& Eastern Illinois Railroad Compan~- in the construction of depots and remained 
with that corporation for about three years. He nest became interested in the 
planing mill business in Danville. ~vhich he carried on for about a yerlr, and at 
the end of that time began contracting and building in partnership n-it11 J. S. 
Fairchild under the firm nanle of Shields & Fairchild. This connection was con- 
tinued for abor~t four years ant1 since its dissolution 3Ir. Shields has been alone 
in business. As time has passed he has become regarded as one of the leading 
contractors and builders of this section of the state where he has erected many 
residences and business houses and has also done considerable work else\\-here, 
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erecting buildings as far south at  Atlanta, Georgia. H e  is not only thoroughly 
familiar with his work but is a man of good business and executive ability and 
the buildings he has erected stand as monuments to his architectural skill and 
good workmanship. 

- 

Mr. Shields was married in Danville on the 27th of November, 1895, to Miss 
Grace Gertrude Lockhart, who was born in Newell township, October 28, 1869, 
a daughter of John R. and Mary A. (Leonard) Lockhart. She is a representa- 
tive of an old and honored family of Vermilion county, her great-grandfather, 
Valentine Leonard, having come to this region from Harrison county, Ken- 
tucky, at a very early day, in company with three other gentlemen, one of whom 
was Jehu Chandler. They located in Newel1 township. f i i l i p  Leonard, Mrs. 
Shields' maternal grandfather, served as justice of the peace in that township for 
over a quarter of a century. H e  is now deceased. Her  father, John R. Lock- 
hart, was born in Newel1 township, January 19, 1836, and is today the oldest 
native citizen of that part of the county. He was a soldier of the Civil war, 
having enlisted in the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infan- 
try. On the 1st of November, 1857, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary ,4. 
Leonard, who was born in this county, February 6, 1842, and they have now 
traveled life's journey together for fifty-three years. He is a retired farmer liv- 
ing in Danville. Mr. and Mrs. Shields have three children, namely: J. Russell 
Lockhart, born Setpember 11,1896; Wade Harlan and Kirk Holman, twins, born 
on the 20th of October, 1901. 

Mr. Shields early became identified with the Illinois National Guard and is 
now a member of Battery A., Illinois Infantry. H e  is independent in politics 
but as a public spirited and progressive citizen takes a deep interest in public 
affairs and does all in his power to advance the general welfare. His religous 
faith is indicated by his membership in the First Presbyterian church and socially 
he belongs to the Danville Industrial Club. He is a Thirty-second degree Mason, 
having taken the degrees of both the York and Scottish Rite and is also an hon- 
ored member of the Improved Order of Red Blen and the Mystic Workers of 
the World. He  is a progressive, up-to-date business man of strict integrity and 
enjoys in large measure the confidence and regard of those with whom he is 
brought in contact. 

LOUIS B. IVOLF. 

Louis B. Wolf, a \\re11 known and honored resident of Danville, claims Ohio 
as his native state, his birth occurring in Upper Sandusky, -April 17, 1855, 
and on both the paternal and maternal sides he is of Pennsylvania German 
extraction. His parents were Christian and Sarah (Darr) Wolf, who came 
with their family to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1862. The father, who was 
a farmer by occupation, died on the 29th of January, 1869, and the mother 
passed away February 29, 1892. Our subject had five brothers, namely, John 
Jerome, Henry, Jefferson and Charles, all of whom are now deceased. 
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Louis B. Wolf was a lad of only seven years when he accompanied the 
family on their removal to this county, and he is indebted to  the public schools 
of Danville for the early educational privileges he enjoyed. On leaving school 
he began his business career and for a time was engaged in the retail grocery 
trade at  the corner of Pine and Madison streets, where he carried on business 
for a period of five years. At the end of that time, having an opportunity to 
sell advantageously, he disposed of his stock and entered the employ of J. A. 
Daniels, a retail furniture dealer, with whom he remained for a number of 
years. H e  next accepted a position with C. H. Gones, who was engaged in the 
same line, and remained with that gentleman for five years. His next step 
was to engage in the retail furniture business on his own account at No. 30 

Jackson street, where he conducted an up-to-date establishment and succeeded 
in building up a large and profitable trade, but again found it to his advantage 
to sell out. H e  has since been connected with the Danville Lounge & Mattress 
Company. 

On the 29th of January, 1879, in Danville, was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Wolf and Miss Alice Hart, a native of Indiana and a daughter of Richard 
and Emma (Leah) Hart, who were old residents of this county. Her parents 
removed to Danville in 1872 and both are now deceased. There were three 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Wolf, namely: Willis W., now a resident of 
Indianapolis, Indiana; Emma Leah, the wife of Ernest Balsley, of Danville; 
and Herbert H., who also makes his home in Danville. The parents are both 
earnest and consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church and, being 
a strong temperance man, Mr. Wolf casts his ballot with the prohibition party. 
Fraternaly he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and is a 
man highly esteemed by all who know him. 

THOMAS A. TAYLOR. 

One of the most successful men of Vermilion county is Thomas A. Taylor, 
who though pratically living retired in the village of Catlin is the owner of ex- 
tensive landed interests in this part of the state. His prosperity is attributable 
to his own labors. Through the improvement of opportunity and through un- 
faltering diligence he has worked his way upward until he now occupies a posi- 
tion among the men of affluence in eastern Illinois. His birth occurred in In- 
diana on the 25th of April, 1847, his parents being Thomas A. and Iva E. (Allen) 
Taylor, natives of Shelby and Hartford counties, Kentucky, respectively: In 
early life they removed to Indiana and came to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 
1853. The father purchased land in Catlin township and there made his home 
until his death, giving his time and energies to general agricultural pursuits. He 
passed away in 1876 and his wife Iva E. Taylor, who long survived him, died 
in 1889. In their family were seven children : Alvin, a resident of this county ; 
Elizabeth, the wife of ~ o h k  W. Newlan of Danville; Thomas A., Cynthia E., 
the wife of R. Smith of New Mexico; and three who are now deceased. 
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Thomas A. Taylor remained at home until he had attained his majority. H e  
was a lad of only six summers when the family came to Illinois and his youthful 
days were spent in the usual manner of most farm lads who divide their time 
between the duties of the schoolroom and the work of the fields. After at- 
taining his majority he rented a farm for a year and at the end of that time 
made his first investment in property, becoming the owner of eighty acres in 
Catlin township, upor1 which he resided for two years. He then traded that 
property for one hundred and twenty acres elsewhere in the same township 
and occupied the farm continuously until 1893. From time to time he extended 
its boundaries and continued purchasing land until his holdings now embrace 
eight hundred and twenty acres all in this county. Illinois has no richer soil 
than can be found in this part of the state, and Mr. Taylor is the owner of some 
of the best farming land here. He had supplemented his early education by 
study in Mount Zion Academy and Lincoln University and was thus well 
equipped by preliminary mental training for the cares and responsibilities of life. 
Making good use of his opportunities, he has steadily progressed toward the 
goal of success and is today one of the most extensive landowners of the county. 
Moreover, he is a stockholder and one of the directors of the First National 
Bank of Catlin and is financially interested in the Oakwood Bank, which he also 
represents as a director. In business matters his judgment is sound, his insight 
keen and his energy unflagging. Having retired from the active operation of 
his farm land he now makes his home in Catlin, where he has erected a fine 
residence on Vermilion street. While upon the farm he made a specialty of 
feeding cattle and hogs and his stock-raising interests constituted an important 
and profitable branch of his business. 

In 186g Mr. Taylor was united in marriage to Miss Mary C. Acree, who was 
born in this county and is a daughter of Joel and Elvessa (Yount) Acree, both 
of whom were natives of Alabama. They came to Vermilion county in 1832 
and here resided until their death, rearing their family of two children. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor have been born thirteen children: Clemer, the wife of 
Charles C. Andrews of this country; Gale H. and Joel, also residents of this 
county ; Elvessa, a graduate of Lincoln University ; Benjamin ; Robert ; Mar- 
garet, the wife of Willis Wherry of Vermilion county; Louis, a graduate of the 
high school; Whittier, residing upon the home farm; Catherine, who attended 
the Millikin University at Decatur, Illinois; Harriet, at home; and two who are 
now deceased. 

Mr. Taylor has always been recognized as a public-spirited citizen, and his 
labors have been an effective element in promoting the general growth and pros- 
perity of this part of the state. H e  was a director and president of the Fair 
Association of Catlin and in this connection did effective service to stimulate 
the interest of the public in the fair and to secure exhibits which were a credit- 
able representation of what is produced in this section. He was also a member 
of the Farmers Institute, recognizing the fact that it could be made a most 
valuable factor in the work of development along agricultural lines. I t  was 
organized twenty years ago and for ten years Mr. Taylor served as its presi- 
dent. He likewise became one of the charter members of Lakeview Hospital 
a t  Danville and was its president for a decade. He has been a member of 
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the Old Settlers' Society since it was organized and is now its chief executive 
officer. He also had the honor of being appointed by the governor to attend 
the Farmers State Congress on several different occassions. H e  and his wife 
are members of the Presbyterian church, in which he has been an elder from 
fie time he attained his majority. His entire life has been guided by his faith 
in the teachings of the church, and his has ever been an honorable and upright 
career. In politics he is a republican, but the honors and emoluments of office 
have had no attraction for him. The cause of education, however, finds in him 
a warm friend and he has served most of his life as a member of the school 
board. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons, attaining the eighteenth 
degree in the Scottish Rite. He  also belongs to the Odd Fellows Lodge of Cat- 
lin and to the Modern Woodmen Camp. There is in him a strong initiative 
spirit which has made him a leader of public thought and action and a molder 
of public opinion. His labors have in large measure been directly beneficial to 
the community and at all times he has stood for progress and improvement. 
What he has accomplished represents the fit utilization of his innate powers 
and talents and there has never been an esoteric phase in his entire career. 

ELIJAH A. MORRISON. 

Elijah A. Morrison, owning and operating an excellent farm of two hun- 
dred and seventy acres on sections 2 and 35, Vance township, was born in 
that township on the 10th of March, 1852, his parents being James P. and 
Harriet A. (Stearns) Morrison. The father's birth occurred in Fayette 
county, Ohio, in 1818, while the mother, likewise a native of the Buckeye state, 
was born on the 1st of November, 1828. James P. Morrison was reared and 
married in his native county, his first wife being a Miss Allen, by whom he 
had one daughter, now deceased. The mother passed away in Fayette county 
and about 1850 James P. Morrison came to Vermilion county, Illinois, pur- 
chasing and locating upon a farm in Vance township. Subsequently he wedded 
Miss Harriet A. Stearns, a daughter of Harvey Stearns, who came to this 
county in 1832, taking up his abode in Vance township. More extended men- 
tion of him is made on another page of this work in connection with the sketch 
of his son, Alvin Stearns. 

James P. Morrison prospered in his undertakings as an agriculturist, ac- 
cumulating more than seven hundred acres of valuable land. At the time of 
his demise, however, his holdings embraced only about four hundred acres, 
for he had divided the remainder of the property among his children and as- 
sisted them in making a start in life. He passed away in this county on the 
18th of September, 1888, and thus the community lost one of its most sub- 
stantial, respected and representative citizens. His death was the result of an 
accident, a saw log rolling over him and killing him while he was attempting 
to load it on a wagon. He gave his political allegiance to the republican party 
and, though not an office seeker, ably served his fellow townsmen in several 
minor township positions. For many years he acted as a deacon in the Cum- 
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hrland Presbyterian church, of which his wife was also a devoted and con- 
sistent member and in the faith of which she passed away on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1893. Their children were six in number, four of whom are yet living, 
as follows: Elijah A., of this review; Alonzo O., who is a resident of Homer, 
Illinois; Florence E., the wife of John ..Boggess, of Homer; and Harlan P., 
who also lives in Homer. 

Elijah A. Morrison attended the common s c h d s  in the acquirement of an 
education and remained under the parental roof until the time of his marriage. 
It was on the 31st of December, 1873, that he wedded Miss Flora J. Foreman, 
a daughter of John Foreman, of Vance township, who came to this county 
from Ohio at an early day. In the spring of 1874 Mr. Morrison started out 
as an agriculturist on his own account, renting a tract of land belonging to his 
father. A b u t  five years later he purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres from his father in what is now Vance township but was then included . 

within the boundaries of Side11 township. After operating the place for ten 
years he disposed of the property and bought a tra.ct of one hundred and twenty 
acres in Vance township, residing thereon for fourteen years. In 18gg he sold 
the farm and purchased his present place on sections 2 and 35, Vance township. 
The property embraces two hundred and seventy acres of valuable and pro- 
ductive land and in the careful conduct of his agricutural interests, he has 
won a most gratifying and well merited measure of success. 

Unto Mr. Morrison and his first wife were born two children, one of whom 
is deceased. The other is Daisy, the wife of Charles Wiggins, of Homer, 
Illinois. The mother's demise occurred in 1878 and two years later Mr. Mor- 
rison was again married, his second union being with Miss Amy 0. Goodrich, 
of De Witt county. Unto them have likewise been born two children, Carl 
and Helen, both at home. 

In politics Mr. Morrison in a stanch republican but the honors and emolu- 
ments of office have never had any attraction for him. Fraternally he is identi-. 
fied with Homer Lodge, No. 199, A. F. & A. M., and Homer Chapter, No. 94. 
R. A. M. His wife is a faithful member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church. He has resided in Vermilion county from his birth to the present time 
and has ever enjoyed in the fullest degree the respect and confidence of his 
fellowmen, his worth as a man and citizen being widely acknowledged. 

ALBERT LEINS. 

Albert Leins, for twenty-eight years a resident of Danviile and proprietor 
of a well conducted bakery, was born in Chicago, July 14, 1873. He is a son 
of John and Fredericka (Roos) Leins, both of whom came from Germany to 
America about 1870 and located in Chicago. There they were married and 
in 1876 Mr. Leins established a bakery, cbntinuing in that business until 1882, 
when he came to Danville. After arriving in this city Mr. Leins found the 
field already occupied in his special line and he therefore for a time engaged 
in the butcher business, later, however, establishing a bakery on the south side, 
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where he continued until his death, May 4, 1898. His wife is still living at 
the age of sixty-three years and resides at No. 118 West Main street. Seven 
children were born to them, four of whom are now living: Albert, the sub- 
ject of this review, Christ, Elizabeth and Robert. 

Albert Leins was given the advantages of a good common-school education. 
later attending the college at Berea, Ohio. H e  was a young man of good ideals 
and worthy character and at the age of nineteen he entered business with his 
father a t  Danville and since the death of the latter has had entire charge of the 
bakery, and by industry and thoughtful attention to this duties he has attained 
considerable success. 

On September 4, 1901, Mr. Leins was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Blankenburg, a daughter of Frederick and Caroline Blankenburg, who came 
from Germany to this country. Mr. Leins is in sympathy with the principles 
of the republican party and as a patriotic citizen he casts his ballot for those 
measures and candidates that he believes will best advance the interests of 
the state and nation. Some years ago he became a member of the Masonic 
order in Danville and has advanced to the Lodge of Perfection in that organi- 
zation. He is also affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and has many friends in these orders. 
He has always been enterprising and industrious and has buiIt up a good trade 
in the community where he is well known and which recognizes in him many 
of the qualities that assist so greatly in the attainment of prosperity in any 
line of business that is honorably conducted. He has a laudable ambition which 
has found expression along lines that have not only added to his financial 
status but have been of practical benefit to the city where he makes his home. 

HON. JOSEPH G. CANNON. 

With mentality as keen as it was a quarter of a century ago, Hon. Joseph G. 
Cannon is still a leader in republican national politics. Few men have been so 
long in public service and the record of none has been more faultless in honor, 
fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation. Leadership always evokes oppo- 
sition and such has been the case with Mr. Cannon. He has been bitterly at- 
tacked but, serene in the belief of the policy which he pursues, he continues on his 
way and with the wisdom of age he recognizes the fact that ultimately the right 
will triumph and sound judgment will prevail. No higher testimonial of popular 
favor and support could be given than in the fact of Mr. Cannon's recent reelec- 
tion to congress. 

He was born at Guilford, North Carolina, May 7, 1836, a son of Dr. Horace 
F. and Gulielma (Hollingsworth) Cannon. Both were representatives of old 
Quaker families dating back through Revolutionary times to the days of George 
Fox. When Joseph John Gurney, a celebrated preacher of the Friends faith, 
came from England as a missionary he was accompanied by Dr. Cannon on his 
tour through America and, when the subject of this review was born, Dr. Can- 
non named his little son Joseph Gurney in honor of his missionary friend. One 
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of his biographers has said in this connection: "Hence Mr. Cannon had a birth- 
right in that church and from his youth up was trained in its simple, honest, 
noble principles, which have been, and are today, the solid foundation of his 
moral life and of his stanch republicanism." The days of his youth were passed 
in a manner similar to that of-most farm boys and when he had mastered the 
studies taught in the district schools he had the benefit of instruction in an acad- 
emy a t  Annapolis, Parke county, Indiana, conducted by Professor Barnabas 
Hobbs. This with a year in Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, ended his 
school training, yet it would be difficult today to find a man in public life who 
has read more broadly or has a wider store of wisdom concerning the multitudin- 
ous questions which is one phase or  another affect the political situation of the 
country. 

He was only fourteen years of age when his father, in attempting to ford 
Sugar creek in order to attend a patient, was drowned. His son Joseph was 
early thrown upon his own resources and to  provide for his support secured a 
clerkship in a store at  Annapolis a t  a salary of two hundred dollars per year. 
H e  was thus employed for five years and managed to save half of his earnings, 
so that with a capital of five hundred dollars he went to Terre Haute, Indiana, 
where he entered upon the study of law under the direction of John P. Usher, 
one of the distinguished attorneys of the middle west. He supplemented his 
preliminary reading by a course of study in the Cincinnati Law School. Economy 
was a part of his training during that period but he was actuated by strong am- 
bition and determination to succeed and he overlooked present hardships with 
a view to enjoying success in the future. When his law course was finished 
he entered upon active practice in Shelbyville, Illinois, and there formed the 
acquaintance of distinguished and able representatives of the bar. Later he 
began practice in Tuscola, Illinois, going there to join his mother and his brother, 
William P. Cannon, who had removed to that place. Advancement at  the bar 
is proverbially slow and, like many others, Mr. Cannon had to await the time 
when his practice should be large and profitable. His leisure hours, however, 
were by no means wasted. He improved them by study, so that when cases 
did come to him he had a mind well stored with legal knowledge and was able 
to cope with the intricate and involved problems of the law. He relates that on 
one occasion when he had a case a t  Urbana he walked from Tuscola to the 
former place, carrying his coat upon his arm, in order to save the cost of 
transportation. 

While in Tuscola Mr. Cannon formed the acquaintance of Miss Mary Pamela 
Reed, whom he made his wife and whose counsel and keen intellect assisted 
him greatly in his career. A contemporary biographer has said of her: "Rfrs. 
Cannon was a magnificent lady. elegantly educated, strong common sense, lofty 
ideals, and gave her husband a steady and powerful support during those 
days of struggle and after he became successful in life. She died in Danville 
in December, 1889, deeply mourned by a wide circle of friends and especially 
by Mr. Cannon and his two daughters, Miss Helen Cannon and Mrs. Mabel 
Cannon LeSeure. Miss Helen, a noble and gifted lady, has been his constant 
companion and helper since the death of her mother." 
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Mr. Cannon first actively entered politics in 1861, when he decided to become 
a candidate for states attorney against Ward H. Lamon, brother of Judge J. B. 
Larnon, the latter being at one time a local law partner of Abraham Lincoln 
and afterward marshal of the District of Columbia and an officer of Lincoln's 
bodyguard. Judge Lamon was widely known and very popular, while Mr. 
Cannon had a much less extensive acquaintance. His friends advised him not 
to enter the race but with the same keen insight into the situation that has since 
characterized his efforts in politics, he announced himself as a candidate, believ- 
ing that he could win. While living in Indiana he had attended the big yearly 
Quaker meetings in Vermilion Grove, Illinois, with his parents, traveling 
across the rough country in a farm wagon. He  knew every Quaker family of 
consequence in the region of Georgetown and Vermilion Grove, Iliinois. The 
mud was very deep, the streams were high and without bridges, but he swam 
his horse across, went into the Quaker settlement, made a house to house can- 
vass, stating who he was and what he wanted. On various occasions the good 
old people listened gravely and said, "Yes, Joseph, we know thy good mother 
and father and will vote for thee." They kept their promise and the result 
was that Mr. Cannon was elected. He  served as states attorney until 1868 and 
during that period not only proved his ability as a lawyer but also became so 
well known that he determined upon another step in the political field. He first 
became a candidate for congress in 1872, at  which time the eleventh Illinois 
district was composed of Champaign, Coles, Douglas, Macon, Piatt and Ver- 
milion counties. The convention met at  Tolona and the other candidates for the 
nomination were Colonel J. W. Langley of Champaign, Colonel Lyman Guin- 
nip of Vermilion and General Jesse H. Moore, then serving in congress. The 
first ballot showed that Mr. Cannon had but the four votes from Douglas. There 
was little change as the balloting proceeded until the thirty-eighth, when Mr. 
Cannon received the support of Vermilion's eight votes. Coles and Macon fol- 
lowed and Mr. Cannon was given twenty-six votes against four for ibfoore and 
seven for Langley. His nomination was made unanimous with thundering 
applause. In response to the call he made a modest speech, in which he spoke 
so kindly of his opponents that he won them over. At the ensuing election a 
large majority placed him in congress. By acclamation at each succeeding con- 
vention since 1872 he has been renominated and each time has been reelected by 
substantial majorities save in 1890, when there was a landslide throughout the 
country, the democratic party gaining the ascendency. The ablest men in the 
opposition have been his opponents and yet the people have chosen Rfr. Cannon 
again and again, proving their faith and confidence in him. 

Colonel W. R. Jewel1 has thus written of him (and perhaps no one is better 
qualified to speak of Mr. Cannon) : 

"The main elements of his strength are: rst, his hard common sense. He  is 
a genius of this type of men. He sees things as they are and knows how to 
meet them. 2d his steadfast integrity. He  never falsifies, prevaricates or 
shuffles. He  makes few promises; he keeps those he makes. H e  never makes 
promises during a campaign. 3d, his knowledge of men. He knows men as the 
most skilled merchant knows fabrics by the slightest touch. 4th, his steadfast- 
:ness to tried friends. He never uses a man to neglect him afterward. No man 
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remembers services better and reciprocates more fully. sth, by his fairness and 
kindness to opponents. H e  has no feuds with any who desire to be friendly. 
One has to be a fussy man and fuss by himself who continues to fuss with 
Mr. Cannon. He prefers to have men with him this year who were against 
him last year., 6th, by his natural democratic manners, which are ingrained. He 
is one of the people in act and speech. His conversation is full of homely illus- 
trations from the fireside, the wayside, the shop. He enjoys a good joke and 
has a fund of anecdote rich and rare, which he tells as well as Joe Jefferson 
acted Rip Van Winkle. 7th, his power as a speaker. While not eloquent in 
word painting, yet he pours forth sound facts as a threshing machine pours 
forth clean golden grain where the yield has been an hundred fold. The sub- 
stantial people who do the thinking and mold sentiment hear him with rapt at- 
tention. His clear cut facts gleam like new golden coin in their minds. He 
will no more misquote statistics or facts than the pious preacher would misquote 
holy writ. Now and then in his speeches he will tell a funny anecdote, but the 
great body of what he has to say is solid, sound and goes to the soul of affairs. 
'What does Cannon say about it?' is in the mouths of his constituents when a new 
question of importance arises. Long since they have come to trust in his knowl- 
edge and integrity, for they know he is no demagogue or trifler but a real states- 
man. 8th, his eminent ability as a legislator. I t  is useless to enlarge on this. He 
is honest, faithful, forceful in congress. His political opponents acknowledge 
this. Mr. Cannon does not speak often in congress; but when he speaks he has 
the closest attention on account of the matter of what he says. H e  is one of the 
few members in the house who instruct the members and in whose statements 
they have confidence. 'He is the ablest man in either branch on business statis- 
tics,' is what Speaker Reed and other members have said. During the stormy 
days of the '80s and '90s Reed, McKinley and Cannon were the big three who, as 
committee on rules and as leaders, fought and won great parliamentary battles. 
His long and able service, his generous nature and his eminent ability as a parlia- 
mentarian, has made him speaker of the next house (the fifty-eighth congress) 
by the unanimous choice of the republican members." 

True history gives all facts and this record would be incomplete without 
reference to the division that has been manifest in republican ranks and which 
perhaps might be termed a contest between the conservative and the ultra aggres- 
sive. Those who oppose Mr. Cannon are ineflxible in their opposition but his 
adherents-and they are many-are equally strong and stalwart in his support. 
A leader must always expect opposition. There is never any personal attack, 
however, aside from politics made upon Mr. Cannon and he has commanded 
the respect of even his opponents by the calm and unruffled manner which he has 
maintained, greeting much of the opposition with a golden silence that shows 
that the wisdom of age has placed him above and beyond the bickerings of po- 
litical strife. There is after all no better criterion of the real man than the 
opinions of his neighbors, and Mr. Cannon's recent reelection from his home 
district shows how he is held among those who have known him since he entered 
upon the struggle for a livelihood as a poor young lawyer down to the present 
time, when national fame and honors are his. One of his admirable character- 
istics is that he never forgets a friend and he has as cheery a greeting for the 
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associates of his early manhood when he was unknown to fame as for the most 
distinguished men of the nation. 

'Again we quote from Mr. Jewell, who says: "Mr. Cannon is strictly domes- 
tic. His house is a large, substantial brick, 418 North Vermilion street, Dan- 
ville, presided over by his stately daughter, Mrs. Ernest X. LeSeure. Here, 
in his great library, he spends much of his leisure time and with his two beau- 
tiful grandchildren whom he loves and spoils, Virginia and Helen LeSeure, 
while from its golden frame, with love-lit smile of wife and grandmother, looks 
down the g rac i c~s  face of the noble woman with whom he made life's morning 
march, when their bosoms were young, and whom he often sees in his visions 
and dreams." 

WILLIAM S. HAZZARD. 

Among the native sons of the neighboring state of Indiana who have estab 
lished a permanent home in Illinois and prospered as a farmer may be named 
William S. Hazzard. H e  is now in the prime of life, a successful farmer and a 
man who is highly respected as a representative of the leading interests of this 
county. He  was born in Parke county, Indiana, November 26, 1868, and is 
a son of John F. and Caroline M. (Evers) Hazzard, the former also a native 
of Parke county, and the latter of Henry county, that state. John F. Hazzard 
was a farmer and came to Vermilion county in 1879 and here rented land for 
six years, a t  the end of which time he bought the farm where our subject now 
resides and engaged with a goodly measure of success in agricultural pursuits. 
As a patriotic citizen and a supporter of the Union he proffered his services to 
the Federal government at the time of the Civil war and became a member of 
Company E, One ~ u n d r e d  and Fifteenth Indiana Regiment of Volunteers. 
Having been discharged from this company on account of the expiration of the 
time of enlistment, he again enlisted, serving in the One Hundred and Forty- 
ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry until the close of the war. He  participated 
in a number, of great battles and, although he was a brave man and on more 
than one occasion was in imminent danger, he never received an injury while 
in-the service of his country. H e  was a great admirer of Abraham Lincoln and 
a stanch advocate of the republican party. He was essentially a self-made man 
and possessed those characteristics which attract friends. so that he was a pop- 
ular man wherever he was known. H e  departed this life after many years of 
usefulness, April 25, 1905, and his remains were deposited in Crown Hill ceme- 
tery. The faithful wife and mother still survives and is living on the old home 
place, which embraces three hundred and forty-two acres on section 15, Love 
township. 

William S. Hazzard was reared at home and educated in the common 
schools, remaining with his father, who gave him a thorough training in all 
matters pertaining to agriculture and stock-raising. He still continues at the old 
homestead, where he has had charge of the farm, making a specialty of raising 
and feeding live stock and gaining a reputation as one of the progressive and 
energetic men in his line. 
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On December 3, 1895, Mr. Hazzard was happily united in marriage to 
Miss Minnie Henderson, who is a native of this county, born February g, 1873. 
She is a daughter of Joseph and Mary (Dillon) Henderson, the father a native 
of Illinois and the mother of Indiana, both of whom are now deceased. Mrs. 
Hazzard is one of a family of ten children. To  our subject and his wife two 
children have been born: Mary Zua, who was born July 3, 1898; and Georgia 
Caroline, born December 8, 1900. The mother and daughter of the family are 
both faithful members of the Christian church and are actively identified with 
the social interests of the community. 

Mr. Hazzard has followed his father in giving his support to the republican 
party but he has never been an aspirant for public office, preferring to  devote 
his entire attention to the farm. He is a valued member of Camp No. 425, 
Modern Woodmen of America, at Ridge Farm, and in his life has exemplified 
many of the noble teachings of that organization. He has from his earliest recol- 
lection been connected with agricultural interests and few men in his part of the 
county can claim a more intimate acquaintance with the farrn. Of him it may 
be said that he has grown up with the county and contributed his part in making 
it one of the most favored regions of the globe. 

MILLARD PORTERFIELD. 

Throughout an active business life Millard F. Porterfield has been identified 
with agricultural, commercial and financial interests and today occupies a promi- 
nent position in financial circles as the sole proprietor of the Porterfield Bank of 
Fairmount. An initiative spirit, a recognition of opportunity and indefatigable 
energy have so entered into his makeup as to render him a forceful and valued 
factor in business circles. 

Mr. Porterfield was born in UJorthington, Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, 
February 17, 1849. His parents, James B. and Elvira H. (Blaine) Porterfield, 
were also natives of the same county where they were reared and married. In 
1856 they came west to Illinois, settling in 3fonmouth, Warren county, and about 
eighteen months later removed to Champaign, Illinois, where the father engaged 
in business as a contractor on the Illinois Central Railroad, taking contracts to fur- 
nish ties and cordwood for the engines, for in that day wood was used as fuel. 
His contract also included the building of a fence along the line of the railroad. 
About four years later he purchased a farm near Sidney and turned his attention 
to general agricultural pursuits in which he continued up to the time of his death 
which occurred in 1891 when he was about sixty-three pears of age. His wife 
survived him for three years. His political endorsement was given to the re- 
publican party and while never an aspirant for office he had firm faith in the party 
principles and did all in his power to secure their adoption. He was active in 
the Farmers Association, a state organization which was formed for the protec- 
tion of the interests of farmers. He contributed liberally to church and chari- 
table work and his aid was given to many movements and projects that had for 
their object the material progress and the intellectual and moral development 
of the community. 
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Millard F. Porterfield was reared a t  home, acquiring his education in the 
common schm1s and in the Illinois State University. He was a member of the 
first class, numbering sixty-five students, and for three years attended that in- 
stitution. After finishing his studies he remained at  home, assisting in the cul- 
tivation and improvement of the farm until about twenty-five years of age when 
he took charge of a farm of his own, comprising two hundred acres of land in 
Champaign county, and was actively engaged in its further cultivation and im- 
provement until 1889 when he put aside general agricultural pursuits and re- 
moved to Sidney where he turned his attention to general merchandising in 
which he continued for two years. In 1891 he removed to Fairmount, Vermilion 
county, where he established a private bank that he has since conducted. This 
meets a long felt want in the community, facilitating business interests at this 
point. All departments of the banking business are here conducted and the 
institution is regarded as one of the most reliable and substantial financial con- 
cerns in this part of the state. 

In  1885 Mr. Porterfield was married to Miss Belle J. Cole of Philo, Illinois, 
and they have become the parents of three children: Raymond, who graduated 
from the civil engineering school of the State University of Illinois in 1906, is 
now employed in the office of the chief engineer of the Delaware & Lackawanna 
Railroad a t  Hoboken, New Jersey; N. Mildred, who is a graduate in literature 
and art of the State University of the class of 1908; and Willard B., who is 
now a student in the University of Illinois. 

The attractive home of the family is the abode of warm-hearted hospitality 
and the scene of many pleasant social functions. Mr. Porterfield, his wife and 
children are menbers of the Presbyterian church and he is serving as church 
treasurer, while to its support he makes generous contributions. He belongs 
to Fairmount Lodge, No. s p ,  A. F. & A. M., to the Modern Woodmen Camp 
and to the Court of Honor. His political support is given to the republican 
party and he has served at various times as a member of the town council of 
Fairmount, while for a number of years he has been a member of the school 
board. His labors in this connection are practical and far-reaching and in 
every field to which he turns his activities it is found that his ideals and labors 
are both resultant. He has sought success in the legitimate lines of trade and by 
the pursuit of a persistent purpose has gained a most satisfactory reward. 

B. F. CANADAY. 

The name of Canaday is well known in Vermilion county, as it represents 
a family which was among the first to brave the terrors of the wilderness and 
prepare this region for the possible occupation of the white race. There was 
but one cabin within the limits of what is now known as Elwood township 
when those brave men established themselves here, and the beautiful farms now 
to be seen all over the county are in a great measure the results of the priva- 
tions and toil inseparably connected with a life such as the earlier men of the 
family were obliged to endure. Many of the pioneers were far-sighted, but 
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they builded even better than they knew, and the years that have passed have 
witnessed changes which no man could have prophesied when two strong and 
sturdy members of the Canaday family erected in 1820 a log cabin near the 
spot in Elwood township which became their permanent home. 

B. F. Canaday, whose name appears at the head of this review, belongs to 
the younger generation. H e  was born in Vermilion county, July 19, 1845, 
and is a son of William and Mary (Hayworth) Canaday, both natives of Ten- 
nessee. On the paternal side the family is descended from Henry Canaday, 
of North Carolina, who removed to Wayne county, Indiana, in 1820, sending 
his two sons ahead to prepare a home further west in the primeval wilderness. 
In 1821 the family took posession of the rude cabin heretofore mentioned 
and from this spot they have gone forth for almost a century to the work 
which each has felt appointed to do. Here the pioneer lived under the simplest 
conditions, felling the forest and tilling the soil, until in this region are found 
the most productive farms in Illinois. The mother died in 1854, her com- 
panion surviving fifty-one years and departing this life at the age of ninety, 
in 1905. By diligence and good judgment he acquired more than one thousand 
acres of land, giving a goodly heritage to each of his seven children: Julia A., 
G. F., Richard H., James A., Matilda, Benjamin F. and Alice. 

B. F. Canaday was reared on the family homestead and received his educa- 
tion in the neighboring district schools. He readily acquired a practical knowl- 
edge of the details of farming and after arriving at manhood he went to Cham- 
paign county, Illinois, where he assumed charge of the farm which his father 
had given him and conducted the same with very favorable results for twenty- 
three years. He then disposed of his farm and purchased the homestead of 
one hundred and twenty acres in Elwood township, where he now lives, and 
also has become the owner of a promising section of land in western Canada. 
In addition to the regular operations of the farm Mr. Canaday makes a prac- 
tice of raising stock and feeds to his own cattle, horses and hogs the grain 
which he produces. He has always been a man of good judgment in business 
affairs and is recognized by his neighbors as one of the thoroughly energetic 
and efficient fariiiers of this region, who not only understands how to till the 
soil so as to produce the best results but also keeps thoroughly posted as to 
markets, and the live stock shipped from his farm is usually in the best possible 
condition and commands the highest prices. In the spring of 1874 Mr. Cana- 
day laid aside the cares of the farm and made an extensive trip for observa- 
tion and pleasure through the various cities of the west, going as far as the 
Pacific coast in California. He was absent for a year and returned with 
many new ideas as to the extent and resources of the country and also as to  
the application of principles in farming which he has successfully demonstrated 
for many years. 

In 1875 Mr. Canaday was united in marriage to Miss Cornelia Green, who 
was born in Ohio and became the mother of seven children: Howard, a t  home; 
Richard, deceased; Anna, now Mrs. Clyde Long; Jessie, at home; and the trip- 
lets-Mark, deceased; Martha, the wife of P. Freeman; and Mary, now Mrs. 
Earl Plotner. The family was called to mourn the death of the mother in 
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1895 and Mr. Canaday was again married, the lady of his choice being Miss 
E%a HoIaday, a daughter of Dr. H. Holaday, a native of Indiana. 

Mr. Canaday is a stanch republican and for ten years past has been a mem- 
ber of the county commissioner of highways and treasurer of the board. He has 
devoted a great deal of time to forwarding the interests of the party of which 
he is a most earnest advocate. For twenty-five years he has served as school 
director and for forty-two years he has been an honored member of Lodge 
No. 632, A. F. & A. M., at  Ridge Farm. Mr. Canaday and his wife were 
reared in the Quaker faith and their lives have been controlled in a large de- 
gree by the simple teachings of a faith which regards all men as brothers and 
Sterally accepts the golden rule as the main guidance in all the changing cir- 
cumstances of our earthly career. As the result Mr. and Mrs. Canaday are 
respected by the entire community where they have spent many years and have 
wrought not entirely for  their own advancement but unselfishly have assisted 
in the development of the permanent welfare of all with whom they have as- 
sociated. 

ARTHUR E. VANSICKLE. 

Arthur E. Vansickle, who operates a flourishing horseshoeing establishment 
a t  Danville, which he has conducted mast of the time for the past twelve years, 
was born in Indiana, April 6, 1870. He is the son of Andrew Vansickle, who 
was an expert horseshoer, and Wilhelrnina (Howalt) Vansickle, the father 
being a native of Canada and the mother of Germany. Mrs. Vansickle was 
left an orphan in her girlhood and came to America at fourteen years of age. 
Mr. Vansickle, the father, is a descendant of Dutch ancestry, the earlier mem- 
bers of the family coming from Holland. Three children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Vansickle: Arthur E., our subject; Jeremiah, of Colorado; and Aiareno E., 
the wife of Richard Afulvane, of Fairmount, Illinois. 

The subject of this review grew up under the parental roof and was edu- 
cated in the common schools. He  learned under his father the horseshoeing 
trade and worked at this occupation for some time while still living at home. 
However, at  twenty years of age his aspirations for independence began to mani- 
fest themselves and he entered the employ of strangers, continuing until 1898, 
when he began business on his own account in Danville, at the corner of Frank- 
lin and Main streets, and he is now operating one of the two most prosperous 
horseshoeing shops in the city, having by close application to his calling built 
up a reputation which attracts the best class of patrons in the entire region. 

On August 4, 1896, Mr. Vansickle was united in marriage to Miss Effie 
Martin, a daughter of Jacob I. and Corona (Lawless) Martin, who were natives 
of Vermilion county. Her parents were among the pioneers of this county but 
retired in 1899 and lived in Indiana for nine years, at  the end of which time they 
returned to Danville where they now reside. Mr. Martin is sixty-two years of 
age and his wife fifty-six, and unto them were born eight children: Effie; 
Wilder, of Danville, Illinois ; Harry, a resident of Perrysville, Indiana ; Will- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 673 

lam, who died at the age of twenty-seven years; Viola, deceased at twenty-five 
years of age; and Franklin, Mary and Zella, at home. Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
have always been strong advocates of education and have provided each 
of their children with good school advantages. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vansickle 
four children were born: Leona and Leota, twins, born March 5,1897, the former 
of whom passed away July 21, 1897, and the latter October g, 1909; Fred A., 
born August 13, 1901; and Nellie J., born May 25, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. Van- 
sickle are active members of Yeoman Lodge, No. 260, of Danville, and their 
home is at No. 208 West North street. 

Mr. Vansickle is politically in sympathy with the principles of the republican 
party, but has never been an active political worker, as his business has required 
his entire attention. He has since the beginning of his active career shown 
those traits of energy, industry and perseverance that seldom fail to accom- 
plish gratifying results, and he is now established in a substantial business of 
which he is the head and which each year shows more satisfactory returns. 

BENJAMIN F. BLAISDELL. 

Benjamin F. Blaisdell, an enterprising and progressive farmer and stock- 
man of Sidell township, was born in Ripley county, Indiana, on the 4th of July, 
1841, his parents being Isaac N. and Mary (Sutton) Blaisdell, who were na- 
tives of Indiana and New Jersey respectively. The mother, who accompanied 
her parents on their removal to the Hoosier state when a small child, was 
reared and married in Ripley county and there continued to reside throughout 
the remainder of her life. She passed away when seventy-two years of age, 
while Mr. Blaisdell was called to his final rest when in the eighty-sixth year 
of his age. 

Benjamin F. Blaisdell was reared under the parental roof and attended the 
common schools in the acquirement of an education. On the 19th of April, 
1861, he enlisted in the Union army, joining Company I, Thirteenth Indiana In- 
fantry, with which he served for eighteen months, when illness necessitated his 
discharge. He was married on returning home and in October, 1862, became a 
member of the Seventh Indiana Cavalry, serving with that command for two 
years and eight months. In the spring of 1866 he was honorably discharged a t  
Austin, Texas, his regiment having been sent to that city subsequent to the sur- 
render of Lee. 

After again returning home he took up farming in Shelby county, Illinois, 
there carrying on agricultural pursuits for about eight years. On the expiration 
of that period he went to Champaign county, which remained his home for seven 
or eight years. In 1892 he took up his abode in Side11 township, Vermilion 
county, and became a tenant on the Sam Allerton farm, cultivating about three 
hundred acres of land for three years. At the end of that time he removed to 
his present place in Sidell township, the property being owned by John N. Burr, 
of Philo. Ilinois. He farms two tracts of land aggregating two hundred and 
thirty acres and pays a cash rent. In connection with the tilling of the soil he 
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handles the best grades of cattle and horses, his labors being rewarded with 
success in both branches of activity. For many years he has been a student of 
corn and small grain culture and in the past season he sowed eight acres of oats, 
paying thirty dollars for the seed. H e  has frequently exhibited corn at the 
local corn shows and has never failed to take either the first or second premium. 
He won first prize at Allerton on twenty-five bushels of corn, the prize being 
a one hundred dollar buggy. This fall he will probably exhibit at the National 
Corn Show at Columbus, Ohio. 

In 1862 Mr. Blaisdell was united in marriage to Miss Lorinda Allen, of Rip- 
ley county, Indiana, by whom he had twelve children. Ten still survive, as fol- 
lows: Lilly, at home; Mary, the wife of Lew Heiner, of Sidell township; Carrie, 
who gave her hand in marriage to G. I, Baxter, of Edgar county, Illinois ; Maud, 
the wife of William Mast, of Edgar county, Illinois; Pearl, who is the wife of 
Paul Gray and resides in Sidell township, this county; Jessie, who is the wife of 
Harry Wingfield, of Edgar county, Illinois; Helen, a t  home; Newton, living in 
Danville. Illinois ; John, an agriculturist of Sidell township, this county ; and 
Elbert, who is also yet under the parental roof. 

Politically Mr. Blaisdell has always been a stanch advocate and supporter of 
the republican party, believing that its principles are most conducive to good 
government. He has been a member of the board of road commissioners of 
Sidell township for four years and now acts as its president, having done valu- 
able service in this connection. The cause of education also finds in him a stal- 
wart champion and for nine years he served as a member of the school board. 
For the past twenty-two years he has been identified with the Modem Wood- 
men of America and for nine years he acted as venerable counsel of the Aller- 
ton camp, while for the past year he has held the same office in the Sidell camp. 
H e  belongs to the following camps: Woodbine Camp, No. 103, at Philo; Aller- 
ton Camp, No. 119, at Allerton; and Sidell Camp, No. 405, at Sidell. An ex- 
cellent farmer, good business man and public-spirited citizen, Mr. Blaisdell 
has not only succeeded in material things but has also won the confidence and 
friendship of those with whom he has been brought in contact and is admitted 
to be one of the representative residents of Sidell township. 

ARTHUR H. GUXDER. 

Arthur H. Gunder, a well known farmer of Vance township, was born on the 
old family homestead, which he now owns, November 16, 1873. He is a son 
of Daniel and Elizabeth (Hudghel) Gunder, the former a native of Fayette 
county, Ohio, and the Iatter of Madison county, Indiana. They were married 
at Anderson, Indiana, and came to Vermilion county, where they settled upon 
the land in Vance township, about one and a quarter miles west of Fairmount, 
which has since been in possession of the family. Mr. Gunder bought three 
hundred and twenty. acres of land? making further acquisitions later until he be- 
came the owner of a fine farm of four hundred acres, where he conducted gen- 
eral agricultural operations. In 1892 he rented his farm and moved to Fair- 
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mount, where the father and mother both departed this life in 1899. Mr. Gun- 
der was actively identified with the democratic party and served as county su- 
pervisor and also as road commissioner, displaying the same interest and judg- 
ment in public affairs that he exercised in his own business. He  was a charter 
member of the Masonic lodge at Fairmount and was known as one of the most 
enterprising and public-spirited citizens of the county. He and his wife were 
firm believers in the Christian religion and held membership in the Baptist 
church, which they accepted as presenting most clearly the teachings of the 
Great Master. Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Gunder, seven of whom 
are now living: Jasper N., who was educated at the University of Illinois and 
is now living in Chicago; James H., a graduate in civil engineering of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois and now a resident of Worland, Wyoming; Samuel H., who 
graduated from the University of Michigan and now lives in Chicago; Alice A., 
who was educated at St. Mary's Academy in Indiana and is the wife of Joseph 
Howard, of Vance township; Mary A., who graduated in vocal and instrumental 
music from the Jacksonville Female Academy and was married to Peter Beyer, 
of Danville, Illinois, now deceased; Julia C., also a graduate of the Jackson- 
ville Female Academy and the wife of Frank Godwin, of Decatur, Illinois; 
and Arthur H., the subject of this review. 

Reared under the beneficient influences of a kindly home, Arthur H. Gun- 
der received his preliminary education in the common schools and the Fainnount 
high school, later attending the Dixon Business College, from which he grad- 
uated with the class of 1893. His father, who was an earnest advocate of 
education and assisted in every way possible to secure the best educational facili- 
ties for all of his children, offered to  send him to the State University and to 
pay for a full course of four years' instruction in that celebrated institution, but 
the parents were growing old and the son relinquished the opportunity for a 
college education in order that he might be near his father and mother during 
their declining years. Accordingly, he accepted a position in the Fairmount 
postoffice under a brother, who was postmaster, and there he continued for two- 
years. During this time he gained many practical ideas as to business manage- 
ment, which assisted him very materially after he assumed larger responsibili- 
ties. In the spring of 1896 he took charge of the home farm, which he has since 
operated. He purchased two hundred and eighteen acres of the estate and also 
other holdings. Ris farm is under a high state of cultivation and provided 
with every appliance necessary in conducting the operations of a strictly up-to- 
date establishment. He also owns and operates one hundred and sixty acres in 
the northern part of the township. Mr. Gunder has for many years engaged 
extensively in cattle feeding and in this, as in other farm operations, has dis- 
played a judgment that has yielded very satisfactory financial returns. 

On January 27, 1897, Mr. Gunder was united in marriage to Miss Ollie . 

Barker, of Catlin township, this county, a daughter of Amos B. Barker, a farmer 
now living retired at Danville. One child, Helen E., has blessed the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gunder. Mr. Gunder is a stanch believer in the principles of 
the democratic party but has never aspired to fill any public office, as his exten- 
sive farming interests have required his entire attention. He is a member of 
Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, A. F. & A. M., and also of the Court of Honor. In 
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church relations he is identified with the Baptist denomination and as a deacon 
of the church he takes a great deal of interest in its welfare. He and his wife 
are earnest and efficient workers in forwarding every enterprise that has for 
its aim the permanent advancement of the community. Mr. Gunder is greatly 
respected wherever he is known and is recognized as one of the substantial and 
progressive citizens of one of the most enlightened and flourishing regions of 
Illinois. 

HENRY CARYL HOLTON, M. D. 

Many accord to the practice of medicine the highest place in an estimate of 
the value of different lines of business and it is a well known fact that no 
occupation or profession is so little commercialized, for the successful physician 
must be a man not only of wide scientific attainments and of laudable ambitlon 
for success, but must also possess that broad humanitarian spirit that prompts 
him to labor for the welfare of his fellowmen even when no pecuniary reward 
may be expected. 

Ranking with the able physicians and surgeons of Sidell is Dr. 
Henry Caryl Holton, who was born in Indianola, Illinois, October 23, 
1853, and is a son of Leonard C. and Helen (Dudley) Holton, both of whom 
were natives of Vermont. However, they were married in Kentucky, where 
Leonard C. Holton had gone to superintend a large plantation, while the lady of 
his choice had been engaged in teaching school in that state. Soon after their 
marriage they came to Illinois and about 1849 settled in Indianola, where the 
father engaged in merchandising, being one of the pioneers in that line of busi- 
ness. He continued in active connection with the business for a number of 
years and gained recognition as one of the leading citizens of the community. 
H e  died in 1870 a t  the age of fifty-eight years and in the spring of 1871 his 
widow went to Danville and again took up teaching, which she followed for 
seventeen consecutive years, being one of the able educators in the Danville 
city schools. She not only possessed the ability to impart clearly and readily 
the knowledge that she had acquired but also manifested that comprehension 
of the student as an individual without which the most successful work in the 
schoolroom can never be accomplished. Because of ill health she spent the last 
three years of her life in the home of her son, Dr. Holton, and passed away on 
the ~ 1 s t  of October, 1895, in her seventieth year. 

Dr. Holton was reared at home, acquiring his education in the public schools 
of Indianola and in the State University of Champaign, Illinois, in which he 
spent one year. He  then took up the profession of teaching and for ten years 
was identified with educational work. During the last four years of that period 
he devoted the time which is usually termed leisure to the study of medicine 
and in 1881 entered the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, from which he was graduated in the class of 1883. Following his grad- 
uation he came to Sidell and opened an office for practice. Here he has remained 
continuously for twenty-seven years and has built up an enviable reputation as 
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an  able' and skilled physician commanding a iiberal patronage that is indicative 
of the confidence and trust reposed in him professionally. 

In 1883 Dr. Holton was united in marriage t o  Miss Ura Ames, of Palermo, 
Illinois, and unto them were born six children, of whom three died in infancy, 
while three are still living: Max C., who was for a time engaged in prospect- 
ing in Montana, but is now engaged in mercantile business in Sidell; Wade A., 
assistant cashier of the First National Bank of Sidell; and Caryl A., who is 
attending the University of Illinois at  Champaign. Dr. and Mrs. Holton have 
also reared three adopted daughters from infancy: Frankie Leo Holton; Garnet 
Leo Dickinson and Ruth &I. Dickinson, all of whom are still living with them. 
To these adopted daughters they are giving excellent educational privileges and 
all expect to enter the State University in the fall of 1910. 

Mrs. Holton, her sons and daughters, are members of the Baptist church. 
Dr. Holton is prominent in fraternal circles. belonging to Sideli Lodge, No. 225, 
I. 0. 0. F; Sidell Encampment, No. 58; and Mae Lodge, No. 275, of the 
Order of Rebekah. He is likewise connected with Dell Lodge, Xo. 4.22, K. P.; 
Sidell Camp, No. 405, M. IV. A. ; the Court of Honor and the Loyal Americans. 
In  more strictly professional lines his association is with the Illinois State bled- 
ical Society, the Vermilion County Medical Society and the American Asso- 
ciation of Railway Surgeons, being entitled to membership in the latter from 
the fact that he is local surgeon for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railway 
Company. Conscientious in the performance of his professional duties, con- 
stantly broadening his knowledge by reading and investigation, he has made for 
himself a creditable position among the able members of the medical fraternity 
of  vermilion county. 

JOSEPH PUZEY 

Joseph Puzey, who is the owner of a highly improved farm of two hundred 
acres in Jamaica township, is a native son of Illinois and a member of one of the 
best known families of this region. Reared as a farmer, he has made a record 
in that vocation which is a credit to himself and to Vermilion county. He was 
born in Carroll township, now a part of Jamaica township, this county, Febru- 
ary 29, 1860, and is a son of Henry and Hannah (Rymer) Puzey, the father 
being of sturdy English ancestry and a prominent farmer, stock-raiser and horti- 
culturist of this county-an appropriate and interesting record of his remark- 
able success being set forth elsewhere in this work. There were five children 
in the family: Joseph, James R. and Thomas, all farming in Jamaica township; 
Frances E.. the wife of Charles E. Nesbit, of Catlin township, this county, and 
Henry F., of Vance township. 

Joseph Puzey was reared under the care of loving parents and thoroughly 
educated not only in the branches of the common schools but in everything per- 
taining to the farm, so that he had ample opportunity to become expert not 
only in all departments of agriculture and horticulture, in which his father gained 
a wide reputation, but also in the breeding and care of farm animals and in the 
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busmess management of the farm. That he profited by his liberal course of edu- 
cation is shown by the success he has attained. Upon reaching manhood he asso- 
ciated with his father and brothers in cooperative farming until 1890, when he 
removed to a farm of forty acres which was given him by his father and to 
which he added forty acres acquired by purchase. About 1901 he purchased 
a farm of one hundred and twenty acres on which he makes his home, and he 
now possesses one of the most valuable properties of its area in this region. 
The home residence is a beautiful modern dwelling provided with all the con- 
veniences and comforts which may be desired, and the entire farm has an air 
of neatness and good order which is indicative of the thought and care bestowed 
upon it by its owner. 

On November 13, 1890, Mr. Puzey was united in marriage to Miss Emma 
Jones of Catlin. Her father is Frederick Jones, a well known farmer now liv- 
ing retired, whose farm was the site of the Catlin coal shaft now owned by the 
A C. Daniels Coal Company. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Puzey: 
Fay, Ralph and Lizzie, all of whom are living at  home. 

Mr. Puzey has been a lifelong democrat, and, while he has not sought public 
office, he has served for several years as a member of the school board and also 
as road commissioner and drainage commissioner of his district. While not 
affiliated with any church, he and his wife are regular attendants of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church and are liberal supporters of all religious and chari- 
table causes, as well as of all movements aiming to advance the permanent in- 
terests of his part of the county. Mr. Puzey occupies an enviable position as 
the head of a happy family and as an intelligent, respected citizen in a com- 
munity where true merit receives its due recognition. 

GOLDEN PATTERSON. 

The pioneers will always be remembered as remarkable men. They were 
strong and fearless and they had the qualities of industry and perseverance. 
They left home and friends far behind and, in the midst of difficulties that 
would have daunted men of less self-reliance, they built rude cabins and es- 
tablished homes where previously had been the lair of wild beasts or the camp- 
ing place of the wily Indian. They were a resolute, determined class of men 
who having once made a decision seldom departed from it. While many of 
them did not possess much "book" education, they had an abundance of com- 
mon sense and in their knowledge of nature were far superior to the ordinary 
individual of today. 

Many of these brave pioneers came from the southern states and found a 
home in Illinois. Among the number were Andrew and Amelia Patterson, 
who were both natives of the state of Tennessee, belonging to a hardy stock 

. that feared not the terrors of the wilderness. They came to Illinois in 1830 
and entered government land in what is now Love township, Vermilion county, 
where the family homestead is today to be seen. Here the head of the house 
felled the trees and erected a simple log cabin which he covered with a clap- 
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board roof and, when he found opportunity, supplied with a puncheon floor, the 
principal means of ventilation and light in this, as in many other dwellings of 
the early settlers, being through the open door, although some of the primitive 
homes contained a window across which was stretched a piece of oiled paper. 
The young couple set up housekeeping and the good wife attended to the do- 
mestic duties, while her hubsand cleared away the forest, broke the prairie and 
in the course of years developed a productive farm. Six children came to the 
household of Mry and Mrs. Patterson, three of whom are now living: William, 
of Ridge Farm; Elizabeth, the wife of Alexander Campbell, of Ridge Farm; 
and Golden, the subject of this review. 

Golden Patterson was born July 17, 1833, and grew up under pioneer con- 
ditions. He was educated under such advantages as were available in the early 
district schools, which were generally in session about two months each winter 
and were conducted upon a subscription plan, the teacher boarding around 
among his patrons. Mr. Patterson continued on the home farm, where he has 
lived all his life, and he now owns six hundred and sixty acres of land. He 
also owns four hundred and forty-three acres of land in Madison county, In- 
diana. He has been for some years living retired, having passed to younger 
shoulders the responsibilities of the farm. 

Mr. Patterson has never been identified with any religious denomination 
but is known as a man of charitable instincts and broad views, and one who 
has always assisted, as opportunity offered, in promoting the welfare of the 
neighborhood. In politics he is a repubIican, but he has never sought official 
honors or publicity of any kind. In  the quiet walks of private life he has pur- 
sued his way, directing his attention to his own interests with an ability that 
long ago placed him financially beyong the fear of dependency. He is well 
known as a man of strict honesty and integrity, true to every cause he has 
ever espoused and he holds in a high degree the respect and confidence of his 
neighbors and friends. 

CHARLES E. GERNAND. 

Charles E. Gernand, who has always resided within the borders of Vermilion 
county and is widely recognized as one of its substantial and esteemed citizens, 
is the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and ninety acres on sections 35 and 
36, Grant township. His birth occurred in that township on the 1st of March, 
1871, his parents being Abraham H. and Emma (Evans) Gernand, both of 
whom were natives of Berks county, Pennsylvania. In  1852 they journeyed 
westward to Illinois, first locating in Danville, Vermilion county. Here the 
father conducted a store for some time, while subsequently he turned his at- 
tention to general agricultural pursuits, purchasing a farm in Grant township 
and devoting his time and energies to its further cultivation and improvement 
until called to his final rest in 1903- The period of his residence in this county 
covered four decades and he enjoyed an extensive and favorable acquaintance 
here. His wife passed away in 1905. Their union was blessed with nine chil- 
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dren, as follows: Anna and Laura, both of whom are residents of Rossville; 
Elmer, living in Grant township; Evans, who makes his home at Hull, Pike 
county, Illinois; George, who is still on the old homestead; Charles E., of this 
review; William, of Washington, D. C.; Edna, the wife of Fred Barnes, of 
Rossville, Illinois; and one who died in infancy. 

Charles E. Gernand supplemented his preliminary education by a college 
course and remained under the parental roof until he had attained his majority. 
At  that time, he took up his abode on a farm of one hundred and ninety acres 
on sections 35 and 36, Grant township, where he has since carried on his agri- 
cultural interests with excellent success, annually sthering rich and bounteous 
harvests. The property is well improved in every particular and in its neat 
and thriftly appearance indicates the supervision of a practical and progressive 
owner. 

In 1901 Mr. Gernand was united in marriage to Miss Bessie Winning, a 
native of Vermilion county and a daughter of Joseph and Lillian (Smith) 
Winning, who were likewise born in this county. The father passed away in 
1908 but the mother still survives. Their children were eight in number, all 
of whom are yet living. Mr. and Xlrs. Gernand have two children, namely: 
Ruth W., whose birth occurred on the 18th of March, 1902; and Harold E., 
whose natal day was December 12, 1906. 

In politics Mr. Gernand is a stanch republican, while his religious faith is 
indicated by his membership in the Presbyterian church, with which his wife 
is also identified. They are well known and highly esteemed throughout the 
community, having ever displayed those sterling traits of character which in 
every land and clime awaken confidence and regard. 

JAMES R. PETET. 

James R. Petet, a prosperous farmer of Love township, who started out early 
in life upon his own account and through his industry and ability has attained 
an honorable place in the community, is a native of Indiana. He was born in 
Parke county, December 15, 1839, and is a son of Absalom and Rachel Petet, 
the former a native of Kentucky and the latter of Alabama. Mr. and Mrs. 
Petet were early settlers in Indiana and the m t h e r  died in that state, but the 
father came to Vermilion county where he passed away. Six children were 
born of their union, three of whom are now living. 

The subject of this review grew up a farmer boy and attended the district 
school where he received instruction in the fundamental branches, and caught 
his first glimpse of that education which begins in childhood and continues 
to the end of life. H e  assisted his father and other members of the family 
in the work upon the farm, but he was ambitious to advance and even as a 
boy he longed to see the great world that lay on the other side of the horizon. 
At seventeen years of age his muscles were well developed and he began testing 
his abilities by working as a farm hand along side of full grown men. After 
arriving a t  twenty-eight years of age he began renting land upon his own account 
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and continued for thirty-five years. Having acquired sufficient capital by in- 
dustry and perseverance, in 1902 he purchased the farm of twenty-six and one- 
half acres in Love township where he has since lived and which he has made 
one of the attractive properties of this region. Mr. Petet is a good agriculturist 
and is also well versed in stock-raising, and usually manages to secure good 
prices for his livestock. His farm is supplied with modem machinery and he 
possesses aU the facilities necessary for carrying on its operations in the most 
approved fashion. 

In 1867 Mr. Petet was fortunate in securing as his wife Miss Ellen Garard, 
who was born in Butler county, Ohio, and has been to him through all these 
years a great blessing. To them five children have been born: Effie C., the wife 
of Thomas Stokes, of Indiana; Frederick A., of Indiana; Tarance M., of Ridge 
Farm; Bertie J., now living at home; and an infant, deceased. 

Mr. Petet is a valued member of the Order of Ben Hur and he and his wife 
are both members of the Presbyterian church and have made many friends by 
their interest in all measures aiming to promote the general good of the public. 
Mr. Petet has since boyhood been self-reliant to an unusual degree. By practic- 
ing thrift and economy early in his career, he gained a fair start and he now 
has the gratification of knowing that sufficient means have accumulated to 
enable his wife and himself to pass the remainder of their lives in comfort and 
ease. Such is the reward of rightly directed effort. 

MICHAEL PHALEN. 

Michael Phalen, living in Side11 township, is extensively engaged in farm- 
ing, giving personal attention to the operation of six hundred and forty acres 
of land while he has personal supervision of four thousand acres constituting 
the Allerton property in Vermilion county. He was born in Yates county, New 
York, November 27, 1868. 

J. W. FAGNER. 

J. W. Fagner is a prominent representative of the farming interests of Ross 
township. His home is situated about three miles west of Rossville and com- 
prises a splendid tract of land of five hundred and twenty acres, upon which he 
has made his home for thirty-six years. He also owns three hundred and thirty 
acres besides his home place. H e  came to Illinois from Indiana and prior to 
his removal to that state was a resident of Pennsylvania, his birth having m- 
curred in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, July 25, 1843. His parents were John 
and Margaret (Miley) Fagner, who came from Prussia to enjoy the better op- 
portunities afforded in the new world and established their home in the Keystone 
state. Both parents are now deceased, the mother's death having occurred in 
1861, her grave being made in Fountain county, Indiana. The father passed 
away in 1887 in Indiana. 
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J. W. Fagner began his education in the schools of Pennsylvania and after- 
ward attended school in Indiana, the family removing to the latter state during 
his boyhood days. At the age of eighteen he put aside his text-books and as- 
sumed the responsibilities of business life. He  began farming as his father's 
assistant and was thus employed until twenty-two years of age, when he started 
out independently. His first farming venture was made in Warren county, 
Indiana, and for thirty-six years he has lived upon the place which is now his 
home. Here he is extensively engaged in general agricultural pursuits, owning 
five hundred and twenty acres of land, a part of which he purchased from Mar- 
tin Senate. H e  practices rotation of crops and utilizes every modern method 
to keep his land in good condition and upon his farm are found all of the ac- 
cessories and equipment of the best farming properties of the present day. 

In 1868 Mr. Fagner was united in marriage to htiss Matilda Starr, who was 
reared in the vicinity of Bismarck, Illinois. She is a daughter of Solomon and 
Delia (Robertson) Starr, natives of Ohio and Kentucky respectively, who came 
to Illinois at  an early day and settled in Vermilion county. The father died about 
1888 and the mother in rgog. In their family were twelve children, of whom 
eight are still living. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fagner have been born five children. 
James, the eldest, married Lulu Crane and they have two children living and 
have lost one. Solomon, the second son, married Miss Ora Pagdett and has one 
son. Jesse married Miss Maud Bohe, who died in March, I*, leaving one 
son. Cora May and Forest, the younger members of the family, are at home. 

Mr. Fagner has always been interested in the work of public progress and 
has cooperated in many measures which have been of value to the community. 
He has served as a member of 'the school board and as director. He has aIso 
been a member of the township board of trustees and road commissioner. His 
public duties have ever been discharged with promptness and fidelity and he is 
justly counted among the public-spirited citizens. The family are all members 
of the Presbyterian church and take a prominent part in its work. Such in brief 
is the history of Mr. Fagner, a man whose life at all times measures up to the 
highest standards and who, by his many splendid qualities, has gained the re- 
spect, confidence and good-will of all who know him. 

LEMUEL CANNON. 

One of the great pleasures of life is to meet with a man or woman who by 
years of devotion to high ideals has attained the greatest boon of human life- 
an upright and honorable character. To such persons the entire community 
yields recognition and it is such that are the very foundation of civilized society 
and the hope of this and every other nation. Xccordingly as their number is 
increased, so will the world move forward in the direction of a universal brother- 
hood which has long been a dream but which is now recognized as an 
approaching realty. Vermilion county can claim among its citizens individuals 
who represent the standard briefly suggested above. Of this number is Lemuel 
Cannon of Jamaica township, the owner of one of the most beautiful farms 
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in the region and a factor for progress and permanency, whose influence has 
for many years been felt in this part of the county. 

Mr. Cannon was born on the farm where he now lives, December 30, 1858- 
He is the son of Sheldon and Mary (Woodbury) Cannon, the former a native 
of Maryland, who came with his parents to Ghio and later to Vermilion county, 
Indiana, when he was still a boy. Here he grew up and was married and 1- 
cated on a farm which has become the family homestead. H e  originally entered 
a tract of government land, which cost a dollar and a quarter an acre, and 
at that time he was the only settler in his immediate vicinity, the nearest neigh- 
bor living on the Frohman farm two miles or more eastward. Beginning a t  
the very foundation, Mr. Cannon broke the prairie and cultivated the soil with such 
success that he acquired a farm of four hundred acres which was recognized 
as one of the most productive in this region. In 1870 he removed to Fairmount, 
where he engaged for a time in merchandising, but as he advanced in years he 
retired from active duties and departed this life November 16, 1892, at the age 
of seventy-two years, nine months and seven days. He was a man of excellent 
judgment and fine executive ability and one who possessed the confidence and 
esteem of the peopIe of the entire region. He was for many years a consist- 
ent member of the Presbyterian church and his life was in an important de- 
gree controlled by the teachings of the great Master. Mrs. Cannon, the mother 
of our subject, was called away in 1861, when he was only three years of age. 
She was a member of the Methodist church and a woman of high character and 
good intellectual attainments. 

Lemuel Cannon grew up at home and acquired his education in the common 
schools, later attending the Normal School at Valparaiso, Indiana. He early 
became acquainted with the operations upon the farm but removed with his 
father to Fairmount and there for a short time engaged in the restaurant busi- 
ness. His father had established a boot, shoe and men's furnishing business a t  
Fairmount and the management was turned over to the son, he conducting the 
business in such a way as to produce very satisfactory results. However, on 
June 23, 1883, the business was traded for a farm and in the following spring 
our subject, having in the meantime taken unto himself a partner for life, lo- 
cated on the farm of his boyhood days and there he has since resided. As a 
farmer Mr. Cannon ranks among the best in Vermilion county and he now 
owns four hundred and twenty-four acres of land, including the home place of 
two hundred and forty acres and a farm of one hundred and eighty-four acres 
in Catlin township. He is enterprising and progressive and in addition to his 
success in the field of agriculture he has attained a reputation as a stock-raiser. 
He was for about two years identified with the grain elevator business in Jamaica, 
where with 0. C. Benson he built the elevator now owned and operated by R. T. 
Barton and then sold his interests to Mr. Benson and erected an elevator on the 
site of the one now owned by W. I. Baird. This building was destroyed by 
fire about eight months after its erection and he retired from the grain business. 

On November 30, 1883, Mr. Camon was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Jester, of Potcrmac, and three children have blessed the union: Lola Edith, now 
the wife of Dr. H. A. Greer, of Danville, Illinois; Walter Everett, who is oper- 
ating his father's farm; and Opal, who is living at home. Mrs. Cannon has been 
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